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CHAPTER-I

PRELIMINARY

1. INTRODUCTION :

If you are a candidate for election to the offaethe Member of the Mandal Praja
Parishad or Zilla Praja Parishad, you should knleg/relevant provisions of the law and rules
governing the elections to these posts so thatyay not commit any mistakes, experience any
difficulty or inconvenience in connection with yoeandidature. It is for your benefit and
convenience that this hand book, giving in brie& important and relevant rules and instructions

on elections is brought out.

2. TERM OF OFFICE:

A Member of the Mandal Praja Parishad or ZillaajrParishad elected at an ordinary
elections shall hold office for a term of 5 yearenfi the date appointed by State Election
Commission for the first meeting of the Mandal BrBarishad/Zilla Praja Parishad, as the case
may be, after the ordinary elections. (See Sectiddsand 182 of A.P.P.R.Act,1994)

3. RESERVATION FOR SCHEDULED CASTES/SCHEDULED TRIBES, WOMEN AND
BACKWARD CLASSES:

The details of offices of Member, Mandal Prajaisteads and Member, Zilla Praja
Parishad reserved for SC, ST, BC and Women wihldtéied in the A.P.State Gazette and also
the concerned District Gazette before every ordirgdections. This information will also be
mentioned in the election notice issued by the Ratg Officer appointed for each Mandal Praja
Parishad/Zilla Praja Parishad. (See Sections 28280 of A.P.P.R. Act,1994).



4. REGISTERED VOTERS:

The election to the posts of Member, Mandal PRgashad and Member, Zilla Praja
Parishad are held on the basis of adult suffrageery person who is not less than 18 years of
age and registered as a voter in the electorabf@lGram Panchayat forming part of the Mandal

of your district is eligible to vote.

5. ELECTORAL ROLL:

(a) ELECTORAL ROLL OF A GRAM PANCHAYAT:

As per the provisions of section 11 of the A.P.PARt,1994 and A.P.P.R. (Preparation
and publication of electoral rolls) Rules,2000 e$uhere under, the electoral roll of a Gram
Panchayat is prepared by the person authorizedhdyState Election Commissioner (D.P.O.)
duly adopting latest Assembly Electoral Roll so &ar it relates to the village or any portion
thereof and published on the date notified by ttagéeSelection Commission duly indicating ward

division.

All omissions of names in any part of the rollatgjections to any entry in the roll at any
point of time after its publication, shall be settlonly after suitable amendment to the relevant
entry in the electoral of the Legislative Assemi@pnstituency based on which the Gram
Panchayat electoral roll was prepared. Any-bodghwig to prefer a claim for inclusion or
deletion of name in the roll or objection in regpetany entry in the roll so published, shall
submit a proper claim or objection under the priovis of Registration of Electors Rules,1960
made under the Representation of People Act,19508etdElectoral Registration Officer of the
concerned Legislative Assembly Constituency. Anglusions or deletions or corrections
ordered in the Assembly Electoral Roll by the Edeat Registration Officer of the Legislative
Assembly Constituency up to the date of electiotifination shall be carried out in the Gram
Panchayat electoral roll by the District Panchayticer. The District Panchayat Officer shall

not resort to suomotu revision of the rolls by vediyleletions or additions or modifications.



(b) ELECTORAL ROLL OF MANDAL PRAJA PARISHAD:

Under section 151 (2), the provisions of sectiarofthe A.P.P.R. Act,1994, shall apply
mutatis mutandis for the purpose of preparation @utalication of electoral roll for the election

to the office of Members of Mandal Praja Parishad.

The electoral roll of a Gram Panchayat preparedl published as aforesaid shall be
arranged territorial constituency wise of the Mdriélaja Parishad by the M.P.D.O. concerned
and it shall be divided into convenient parts whstiall be numbered conveniently. A copy of
such electoral roll in respect of each territodahstituency of a Mandal Praja Parishad shall be

kept open for inspection in the office of the Mah@leja Parishad concerned.

(c) ELECTORAL ROLL OF ZILLA PRAJA PARISHAD:

Under section 179(2) of the A.P.P.R.Act, the psmns of section 11 shall apply mutatis
mutandis for the purpose of preparation and putdtinaof electoral roll for election to the office

of member, Zilla Praja Parishad.

The electoral roll for the Gram Panchayat prepaaad published as aforesaid be
arranged for each Mandal Praja Parishad which territorial constituency of a Zilla Praja
Parishad by the Chief Executive Officer concernédcopy of the electoral roll in respect of
each territorial constituency of the Zilla PrajariBhad shall be kept open for inspection in the

office of Zilla Praja Parishad concerned.



CHAPTER - I
QUALIFICATIONS AND DISQUALIFICATIONS

(Extracts of Relevant provisions are appended atnaxrure-I)

1. If you want to contest as a candidate for thecefbf the Member, Mandal Praja Parishad or

Member, Zilla Praja Parishad, you must possesioequalifications as detailed below:

(@) If you are a candidate for the office of Member, ndal Praja Parishad you must be a
registered voter in the electoral roll of a Gramméhayat forming part of the Mandal
concerned or

(b) If you are a candidate for the office of the Membé&ila Praja Parishad you must be a
registered voter in the electoral roll of a Gramnérayat comprised in the district, and

(c) You most not be less than 21 years of age and ggeirwill be computed as on the date of
scrutiny of nominations.

(d) If you are a candidate for an office, which is resd to be filled by the candidates belonging
to the Scheduled Tribes, you must belong to anth@efcommunities notified as Scheduled
Tribes in respect of Andhra Pradesh State. Howevegndidate belonging to the Scheduled

Tribe can contest from an unreserved seat.

(e) If you are a candidate for an office reserved fanetluled Castes or Backward Classes you
must belong to any of the communities notified esésluled Castes or Backward Classes, as
the case may be, in respect of Andhra Pradesh. $atvever, a candidate belonging to the

Scheduled Caste or Backward Class, can contestdronmreserved seat.

() You must be a woman to contest for a post resefeedvomen. However, a woman
candidate can contest for the general seat indime category. Further, a woman candidate

belonging to the reserved category (ST / SC / BD)aontest from an unreserved office.

2. If you want to offer yourself as a candidate, ybowdd not suffer from any of the following

disqualifications on the date fixed for scrutinymafminations :

(a) You should not have been convicted by a Criminalir€to imprisonment for an offence
involving moral delinquency. This disqualificatisabsists for a period of five years from the

date of expiration of such sentence.



(b) You should not have been convicted by a criminalrctor an offence under the Protection
of Civil Rights Act, 1955.

(c) You should not have been disqualified under Secti@f or 19B of the A.P.Panchayat Raj
Act, 1994,

(d) You should not be of unsound mind, or a deaf-mute.

(e) You should not be an applicant to be adjudicatethsmivent or un-discharged insolvent.

() You should not be having any interest in a subsistiontract made with or any work being
done for any Gram Panchayat, Mandal Praja Parishddla Praja Parishad, or any State or
Central Government.

(9) You should not be employed as a Manager or Segrefaany Company or Corporation
(other than a Cooperative Society) in which nos ldgan 25 percent of the paid up share
capital is held by the State Government.

(h) You should not be employed as a paid legal prangt on behalf of the Mandal Praja
Parishad or Zilla Praja Parishad, or as a legaitpi@ner against Mandal Praja Parishad or
Zilla Praja Parishad, as the case may be.

(i) You should not be an honorary Magistrate undeiCGbde of Criminal Procedure, 1973 with
jurisdiction over any part of the village;

() You should not be in arrears of any dues includirgsums surcharged otherwise than in a
fiduciary capacity, to the Gram Panchayat, upto iactlisive of the previous financial year,
in respect of which a bill or notice has been dsgyved upon you and the time, if any,
specified therein for payment has expired;

(k) You should not be a village servant or an officerservant of Govt. of India or State
Government or of a Local authority or an emplogéany institution receiving aid from the
funds of the Government. You should not be an effiearer of any body constituted under a
law made by the Legislature of the State or Padiat.

(I) You should not have been disqualified under Secti®f3) of the Act for having more than
two children;

(m) You should not have been disqualified by or uratey law for the time being in force for

the purpose of elections to Legislature of theeStat



CHAPTER - lli
NOTIFICATION FOR ELECTION

The election process is set in motion immediatelyissue of notification by the State
Election Commission under rule 4 of the A.P. Payalh Raj (Conduct of elections) Rules, 2006
(herein after referred to as the Conduct of ElecRales), calling upon the voters of the Mandal
Praja Parishad and Zilla Praja Parishad, to éleshbers of Mandal Praja Parishad and Zilla
Praja Parishad,. The said notification will be Igh®d in the Andhra Pradesh Gazette.

On the issue of the above notification, the RetgniOfficer concerned gives public

notice of the intended election fiorm — Il (Annexure- 11) .

The Returning Officer shall also affix on the notce board of the Mandal Praja

Parishad or Zilla Praja Parishad showing voter listthereof on the date of publication of

election notice.

The dates appointed for the various stages of lgwtiens will be subject to the following

guidelines, namely :

a) the last date for making nominations shall be aolier than the fourth day and not later than
the tenth day after the publication of the electidotification by the State Election
Commission, whether or not it is a public holiday;

b) the date for the scrutiny of nominations shall e day immediately following the last date
for making nominations whether or not it is a palbioliday;

c) the date for filing an appeal against the rejectbnominations shall be the day immediately
following the date for the scrutiny of nominaticmsd the date for disposal of the appeal shall
be the day immediately following the date for fgiof the appeal,

d) the last date and time for withdrawal of the caatlides shall not be later than
3-O’clock in the afternoon of the third day sucdegdhe date appointed for scrutiny of the
nominations, whether or not it is a public holiday;

e) the date or dates on which a poll shall, dessary, be taken, which, or first of which,

shall be a date not earlier than the fiftly dfter the last date for withdrawal of the



candidatures.
f) counting of votes shall be taken up for theloaffof Member, Mandal Praja Parishad and
Member, Zilla Praja Parishad on the date &nte appointed by the State Election

Commission.



CHAPTER - IV
NOMINATIONS

1. DATE AND TIME FIXED FOR RECEIPT OF NOMINATIONS:

The date and time fixed for receipt of nominationsl be indicated in the election
notification issued by the State Election Commissand also the election notice issued by the
Returning Officer. Nominations are received betw&8rB0 AM and 5.00 PM on all the days,

notified in the election notice, including pubhiolidays.

2.IMPORTANT POINTS TO BE NOTED AT THE TIME OF FILIN G OF
NOMINATIONS:

The nomination paper must be in the prescribed FoemForm IV. A copy of the

nomination Form is appended Aanexure - Ill. You should note the following points at the

time of filing of nomination papers.

(a) Your proposer must be a registered voter in theceored territorial constituency of the
Mandal Praja Parishad or Zilla Praja Parishadhasase may be;

(b) You can be nominated by more than one proposeraepafor the same post in a separate
nomination form;

(c) You cannot contest for more than one territorialstiiuency of a Mandal Praja Parishad or
Zilla Praja Parishad, as the case may be, undg#io8e234(1) of the Act. But you can file
nominations for more than one territorial constiicye of a Mandal Praja Parishad or Zilla
Praja Parishad, as the case may be, but you shlatiraw all but one nomination relating to
one territorial constituency of the Mandal Prajaistead or Zilla Praja Parishad, as the case
may be, of your choice, before the date and timedfifor withdrawal of candidature, failing
which all your nominations will become invalid; apou will not be allowed to contest from
any territorial constituency.

(d) You must sign the declaration on every nominatiormf expressing your willingness to
stand for the election;

(e) You must take care to see that your nomination ipeppresented either by you or by your

proposer in person during the time prescribed andtle dates appointed for filing



(f)

nomination, to the Returning Officer or such parsathorised by him, at the place specified
in the election notice. You have to ensure that nbenination form is complete in all
respects. You must note that nomination paperd &féer the time specified on the last date
for making nominations will be rejected.

If you are a candidate set up by a recognised maltior state party or a registered political
party with a reserved symbol, you shall indicateyaur nomination form the name of the
political party on whose ticket you are contestamgl you shall also produce Form ‘B’ from
the political party authorising your candidature fioe seat before 3.00 pm on the last date

withdrawal of candidature.

(g) If you are a candidate set up by a registeredipaliparty without a reserved symbol or an

independent candidate, you should indicate three $ymbols of your choice in the order of
preference from the list of free symbols notifigdthe State Election Commission in part-Ii

of nomination form (Form-1V)

(h) On the presentation of a nomination paper, the iRietg Officer or such person authorised

(i)

0)

by him, will satisfy himself that the names and #ectoral roll numbers of the candidate
and his proposer, as entered in the nominationrpape the same as those entered in the
concerned electoral roll;

Any inaccurate description or clerical or printiagor in regard to the name of the candidate
or his proposer or any other particulars relatmghte candidate or his proposer, as entered in
the electoral roll or in the nomination paper, nmay affect the nomination, if the identity of
the candidate or proposer, as the case may beheswise established beyond reasonable
doubt.

While filing the nomination paper, you must makeesthat the Returning Officer before
whom the nomination paper is filed enters in yorespnce its serial number and properly

fills in and signs the form duly acknowledging teivery of nomination papers;

(k) Do not forget to obtain the receipt in token reteifpnomination paper containing the notice

of the time, date and place fixed for the scrubhyominations.



(3) DECLARATIONS ACCOMPANYING NOMINATION FORM:
Declaration regarding SC/ST/BC status:

(a) A candidate for the office of Member, Mandal Pr&arishad or Member, Zilla Praja
Parishad which is reserved to be filled by ST ord8BC, as the case may be shall not be
deemed to be qualified to be chosen to fill thet sgdess his nomination contains a
declaration as in Part lll dform IV (Annexure Ill) . The declaration shall be made
before any Gazetted Officer of the Government dodgeany officer of the revenue
department not below the rank of a Thahasildar. Stage Election Commission issued
orders permitting the candidates to produce théecesrtificate issued by competent
Authority in lieu of the declaration. In other watda candidate can produce either a
declaration as given in part Il of nomination foam required under Rule 8(2) (c) or a
caste certificate issued by the competent Authority

(b) A candidate who is a member of a Scheduled Casteedsiled Tribe or Backward Class
is entitled to the concessional rate of deposgpeified by State Election Commission
under Rule 10(1). A candidate eligible for thisicessional rate must file the declaration
annexed as Part Il of Form IV (nomination pagkgt he is a member of a Scheduled
Caste or Scheduled Tribe or Backward Class, hesl#o be.

(2) Self declaration to be filed by the contestingandidates regarding criminal antecedents,

assets and liabilities and educational qualificatios:

Rule 9(3) of conduct of election rules stipulatattBvery candidate shall along with the
nomination paper also file a declaration with relges him criminal antecedents, assets and
liabilities and educational qualifications as reqdiby the State Election Commission and in the

prescribed format attested by the witnesses.
The State Election Commission issued order on ghigect in reference No.809/SEC-

B1/2003, dated 6.9.2003 and further amended in @deer No.809/SEC-B1/2003-8, dated
24.10.2003 (copy of the order as amended is ergtlas@nnexure 1V) As per the said order-

10



(a) Every candidate contesting election to the offitd&lember of M.P.T.C. or Z.P.T.C.
shall along with the nomination paper furnish fahd complete information
regarding criminal antecedents, assets and liesildnd educational qualifications in
the form of a self declaration in the format apphdsAnnexure IV (A) attested by
two witnesses.

(b) Non furnishing of the said declaration by any cdatk or his proposer, shall be
considered to be violation of said order and themination of the candidate
concerned shall be liable to be rejected by theumRetg Officer at the time of

scrutiny of nominations.

(3). Declaration regarding Election Expenditure Acounts:

A candidate shall also sign a declaration in thenéd shown inAnnexure V regarding
maintenance of election expenditure accounts inptiesence of Returning Officer before the
date and time fixed for scrutiny of nominationsheTReturning Officer shall countersign the
declaration.

4. DEPOSITS:

As per Rule 10(1) of conduct of election rulesoatbefore the time of presentation of
nomination paper, each candidate shall remit oseda be remitted the amount of deposit as
may be specified by the State Election Commissionany Government Treasury or Bank
wherein the concerned local body has an accoumt cash with the Returning Officer. Where

deposit is made in cash a receipt there for sleafjiben by the Returning Officer.

No candidate shall be deemed to be duly nominateléss the deposit as has afore-said

been made.

Where a candidate has been nominated for the saatein more than one nomination
paper, not more than one deposit shall be reqtirée made.

11



The person belonging to SC/ST/BC who wishes togegposit at concessional rate shall
furnish a declaration specified in Part 11l of Fehwh (nomination paper) irrespective of the fact

whether he is contesting for a reserved or nonrvedeseat.

The delivery to the Returning Officer of a receijmm a Government Treasury or Bank
wherein the concerned local body has an accounwisgothe payment by or on behalf of a
candidate to the credit of the Mandal Praja PadgiraZilla Praja Parishad, as the case may be,
of the amount required to be deposited shall benddeo be a deposit.

5. DISPOSAL OF DEPOSITS:

If no nomination paper is received within thedimppointed in that behalf in respect of
any person by whom or on whose behalf the depasitdeen made or if the nomination of any
such person has been rejected or the candidatsitimsawn his candidature the deposit shall be

returned to the person by whom it was made.

If any candidate dies before the commencementlbf p

(a) Where deposit was made by the candidate himsalhatl be returned to his legal
representative.

(b) Where deposit was made by any person on behaileatdndidate, it shall be returned
to such person or his legal representative.

If a candidate by whom or on whose behalf the diépeferred as above has been made
is not elected and the number of valid votes pdtigdhim does not exceed one eight of the total
number of valid votes polled to all the candidatdse deposit shall be forfeited to the
Government. In case of forfeited of deposit, theuring Officer shall communicate an order

to the person concerned who made the deposit ¢himgeason for such forfeiture.
The deposits made in respect of a candidate shills not be forfeited as aforesaid, be

returned to be candidate or to the persons who heade the deposits on his behalf, as the case

may be, within 30 days after publication of theutesf the election.

12



Immediately after publication of the result ofalen, the Returning Officer or the person
authorized by the District Collector in his behahall pass an order as to whether the deposit
shall be refunded or forfeited. The executive arith concerned shall within 30 days from the
date of publication of result return the depositie person who made the deposit or to his legal
representative when such deposit is refundable.

6. PUBLICATION OF LIST OF NOMINATIONS:

Immediately after expiry of the hour fixed for eggt of nominations on the last date for
receipt of nomination paper, the Returning Offioera person authorized by him in this behalf
shall publish a list in Form V(Annexure VI) of all nominations received with a notice that th
nomination papers will be taken up for scrutinytla® specified place on the date and time

specified in the election notice.

13



CHAPTER -V
SCRUTINY OF NOMINATIONS

1. INTRODUCTION:

(1) The next stage in the election process is tratiny of nomination papers by the
Returning Officer. The Returning Officer is recpd by law to hold the scrutiny of all the

nomination papers, received by him, on the datedfifor scrutiny of nominations.

(2) The scrutiny of the nomination papers will bend only by the Returning Officer and
none else. However, if the Returning Officer iswoidably prevented from performing the said
function, the Assistant Returning Officer may coctdscrutiny of nominations. You, your
proposer and only one other person duly authoiisediting by you, are allowed to be present
at the time of scrutiny. You are advised to sext the person (other than a proposer), who will
be authorised in writing by you, to be preserthattime of scrutiny, is a person conversant with
the rules and procedure relating to Mandal PrajssRad and Zilla Praja Parishad elections, so
that, he may adequately safeguard your interetfiteatime of scrutiny. It will also be in your

interest if you yourself can be present at the tiringcrutiny.

(3) Three persons, including yourself can be prieaethe time of scrutiny and have a right
to have all reasonable facilities for examining mmation papers of all candidates, which have
been received. You can make any substantial andri@labbjection but should not raise flimsy

or irrelevant technical objections in regard to aoynination paper.

2. GROUNDS OF REJECTIONS:
The Returning Officer will be justified in rejectryour nomination paper on any one of the

following grounds :

(a) If you are not qualified to be a candidate undesties 155 and 183 of A.P. Panchayat Raj
Act; or

(b) If you are ineligible to be a candidate under sail56 (2), 184 (2) read with sections 18 or
19 or 19A or 19B of the and Andhra Pradesh Paratifagj Act, 1994; or;

(c) If your nomination paper has not been deliveretinme; or

14



(d) If your nomination paper has been delivered to Returning Officer or to a person
authorized by him in this behalf, by a person othan yourself or your proposer; or

(e) If your nomination paper has not been deliverethatplace specified in the public notice
issued by the Returning Officer; or

() If your nomination paper has been delivered toragreother than the Returning Officer or a
person authorised by him; or

(9) If your nomination paper is not substantially ie fprescribed form; or

(h) If your nomination paper has not been signed eiblyeyou or by your proposer or by both in
the places meant for such signatures in the noraimggaper; or

(i) If the required deposit has not been made in aecmalwith the law; or

() If the signature of the candidate or the signatfrthe proposer on the nomination paper is
not genuine; or

(k) If you file nomination to contest a seat reserved the Scheduled Castes or Scheduled
Tribes or Backward Classes or Women and you ddeloing to such reserved category; or
not a woman, as the case may be.

() If the proposer is not an elector in the concerheditorial Constituency of the Mandal Praja
Parishad or Zilla Praja Parishad, as the casebmay

(m) If you have not filed the self declaration prelsed by the State Election Commission on
disclosure of information relating to criminal argeents, assets and liabilities and

educational qualifications in the proforma presediand attested by two witnesses.

3. DOCUMENTS AND OTHER MATERIALS WITH WHICH YOU SHO ULD BE
PRESENT AT THE TIME OF SCRUTINY:

To meet possible objections against your nominatigwu may make sure that you have
with you, the following documents at the time oftgmy of nomination papers namely:
(a) A copy of the current electoral roll or copy of thelevant part of the electoral roll or a
certified copy of the entry in the electoral rokasing your name and the name of your
proposer;

(b) Satisfactory evidence regarding your age;

15



(c) Where the deposit has been made in cash, the tegegm to you by Returning Officer and
where the deposit has been made in a Governmestsdme or in the bank where the
concerned local body has an account, the treasagjpt or challan thereof.

(d) The receipt for the nomination paper and noticeonfitiny which was handed over to you by
the Returning Officer or the authorised person aurypresenting the nomination paper; and

(e) Proof of being a member of Scheduled Caste / S¢ébeduibe / Backward Class, as the case
may be, if you are contesting a seat reservedrfpioéthe said categories.

() Any other evidence or material which may be neaggstarepel and rebut any objection

which has been or may be raised against your ndimma

4. PUBLICATION OF LIST OF VALIDILY NOMINATED CANDID ATES;

Immediately after all the nomination papars scrutinised and the decisions accepting

them, or rejecting them have been recorded, therRag Officer will prepare and publish a list
of validly nominated candidates Form — VI (Annexure VII) and affix it on the notice board.

If, however, you consider that your name is inccltyespelt or is otherwise incorrectly shown,
you should bring the matter to the notice of théurReng Officer who will make the necessary
corrections.

5. PROVISION FOR APPEAL AGAINST REJECTED NOMINATION S:
As per the provisions of Rule 13 of the ConductEbéction Rules, a person whose

nomination paper has been rejected may prefer paah@gainst the decision of the Returning
Officer before the concerned Revenue Divisionaid@ffin case of election to Member, Mandal
Praja Parishad, and before the District Collectoicase of election to Member, Zilla Praja
Parishad. The date for filing appeal against #jection of the nominations shall be the day
immediately following the date for the scrutinyraiminations and the date of disposal of appeal

shall be the day immediately following the dateffting of the appeal.
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CHAPTER - VI

WITHDRAWAL OF CANDIDATURE

According to sub-rule (1) of rule 14 of ConductEiection Rules any candidate may
withdraw his candidature by notice in writing Form VIl (Annexure — VIII), signed by him
and personally delivered by him to the Returninfjd@f at any time after the presentation of his
nomination paper and not later than 3.00 O’ Clacthie afternoon on thé®3ay succeeding the
day appointed for scrutiny of nominations, whetbenot it is a public holiday. If the notice is
not delivered by the candidate in person it shalldelivered by his proposer or election agent
who has been authorized in this behalf in writingtibe candidate. The Returning officer shall
give a receipt for the same in Form VI on beings§atl as to the genuineness of the notice of
withdrawal and the identity of the candidate.

You must also note very carefully that once youehgiwven a notice of withdrawal of
your candidature to the Returning Officer, you wilit be allowed under any circumstances to
cancel the notice. Therefore, make up your minchlfir before the notice of withdrawal is

actually delivered to the Returning Officer.

After the notice of withdrawal has been delivergdybu, personally, please wait there
for some time to have the receipt for the noticevithdrawal. This receipt will be handed over
to you by the Returning Officer. Do not leave tlifce of the Returning Officer without getting

this receipt because this receipt will be necestacjaim back your deposit money.

A notice of your withdrawal will be published byettReturning Officer inForm-VIli

(Annexure- IX).

NOTE:-Where nominations for more than one terrdabrconstituency of a Mandal Praja
Parishad or Zilla Praja Parishad, as the case nmyare filed by you, all but one nomination
for the territorial constituency of Mandal Praja Rshad or Zilla Praja Parishad, as the case
may be of your choice, have to be withdrawn failivigch all nominations will become invalid
and you will not be allowed to contest from anyiterial constituency..

17



CHAPTER - VII

PUBLICATION OF LIST OF CONTESTING CANDIDATES AND AL LOTMENT OF
SYMBOLS

. PUBLICATION OF LIST OF CONTESTING CANDIDATES:

(2) On the expiry of the time for withdrawal of chgature, the Returning Officer shall
prepare in Telugu language a list of contesting dmates in Form IX
(Annexure -X) under rule 15 of the conduct of election rules padlish it on the notice board

of the office of the Mandal Praja Parishad andaZilraja Parishad, as the case may be.

The list shall contain the names of the candidateslphabetical order in Telugu and

shall describe them as in their nomination paper.

For the purpose of listing, the names of the adaieés shall be classified as follows —

() Candidates of recognized political parties;

(i) Candidates of registered political partieishwa reserved symbol;

(i) Candidates of registered political partiegheut a reserved symbol;

(iv) Independent candidates.

The arrangement of names shall be on the basissbfdtter of the name of the candidate
irrespective of whether the name given is the promene or surname. The initials, if any,
prefixed to the name of the candidate shall be rigshdfor the aforesaid purpose. If two
candidates in the same category have the same Imatnaifferent initials, then two names shall
be arranged inter-se with reference to the firdeteof the initial. Further, if two or more such
candidates have the same name but different sushtmae their names shall be arranged inter-se

in the alphabetical order with reference to thenaares.

If two or more candidates falling in the same gatg bear the same name they should be
distinguished by the addition of their occupationesidence or in some other manner. In the list
of contesting candidates, the names of list of ichatds shall be arranged in the order in which

their nominations were received by the Returninficer.
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There will be no objection to the addition of angnbrific, academic, hereditary
professional or any other title to the name of adadate but such title should on no account be

taken into consideration in the arrangement of rraimalphabetical order.

If the poll is found to be necessary, the Returr@ificer shall assign to each contesting
candidate a distinguished symbol as per the doestissued by the State Election Commission
in that behalf. The Returning Officer shall assitgncontesting candidates a distinguished
symbol as per the provisions of paragraph 6 of ®egion of Political Parties and Allotment of
Symbol Order, 2001 (hereinafter referred to as Syndyder, 2001) and any other instructions
issued by the State Election Commission in thisabidlom time to time. In every case where a
symbol has been assigned to a candidate such ed@did his election agent shall forthwith be

informed of the symbol so assigned and be suppledimen there of by the Returning Officer.

(2) SYMBOL NOTIFICATION:

Under paragraph 10 of Symbol Order, 2001 read satttion 202 of APPR Act, 1994,
the State Election Commission shall by notificagprblish the list of recognized political parties

and registered political parties along with symbyelserved for them.

The State Election Commission also notifies thee fisymbols for allotment to the
candidates set up by registered political partiathomt a reserved symbol and for the
independent candidates. A copy of the notificaigsued by the State Election Commission

shall be obtained by the Returning Officer and keighh him.

(3) REGISTRATION OF POLITICAL PARTIES AND ALLOTMENT OF SYMBOL
ORDER,2001:

The State Election Commission issued Registratfopotitical parties and allotment of
Symbol Order, 200fAnnexure — Xl) in which the procedure for allotment of symbolsthe

contesting candidates in elections to local bodesbeen prescribed under paras 6 and 7.
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(4) ALLOTMENT OF SYMBOLS TO CANDIDATES SET UP BY RE COGNIZED AND
REGISTERED POLITICAL PARTIES WITH A RESERVED SYMBOL

It is stipulated under paragraph 6 of symbol otat —

(1) A candidate set up by a Recognized national paraing election to the local bodies
in the State shall choose, and shall be allottesl symbol reserved for that party by
the Election Commission of India and no other syinbo

(2) A candidate set up by a recognized State partyategection to the local bodies in
the State, whether such party is a State parthenState or not, shall choose, and
shall be allotted the symbol reserved for thatypast the Election Commission of
India and no other symbol.

(3) A candidate set up by a registered political pavith a reserved symbol at an
election to the local body in the State shall cleoasd shall be allotted a symbol
reserved for that party by the State Election Cossiain and no other symbol.

(4) In any election to the local bodies in the Stateeseerved symbol shall not be chosen
by, or allotted to, any candidate other than a hatd set up by the concerned
recognized or registered political party for whootls symbol has been reserved,

even if no candidate has been set up by suchy pestich election.

It is stipulated under paragraph 8 of the SymbaleDthat a candidate shall be deemed to
be set up by a political party if, and only if, isenominated by the political party concerned, in
such manner and in such format as may be spedifjethe instructions issued by the State
Election Commission. The following instructions wessued by the State Election Commission

under paragraph 8 of Symbol Order, 2001.

(5) SUBMISSION OF FORM ‘A/FORM ‘B’ BY CANDIDATES S ET UP BY
RECOGNIZED AND REGISTERED POLITICAL PARTIES WITH A RESERVED
SYMBOL.:

A candidate shall be deemed to be set up by a neted) party or registered party with a
reserved symbol, if the candidate made a declaratichat effect in the nomination form and

produces authorization from the political party cemed as per the following instructions:-
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. President or the General Secretary of any regitpaditical party with a reserved
symbol or State President or State General Segretaa recognized National Party
can send Notice about the candidates set up bypany, either directly to the
Returning Officer inForm B as shown inrAnnexure — XII  or authorize a party
functionary inForm A as inAnnexure - XllI  in respect of the district or any other
local area and send such form duly signed by hinthé District Election Authority,
that is, the District Collector concerned.

. The Form A to be submitted to the District Electiuthority must be handed over to
the said authority before 5.00 PM on or beforeldéiseé date of filing of nominations.

. The Notice issued in Form —B, either by the Pargsi®lent or General Secretary as
mentioned in item-1 above or by the party functrignauthorized by the party
through Form A, shall be delivered to the Return®ificer concerned before 3.00
PM on the last day of withdrawal of nominations.

. The District Election Authority, on receipt of nod in Form-A about the names and
specimen signatures of the party functionaries aigéd to issue Form —B at the
District level, shall make Xerox copies of thesarfe and arrange to send them to all
the Returning Officers concerned before 3.00 PMherlast date of withdrawal.

. There is no objection, if the Form A is signed Ibe tparty President or General
Secretary and the Form B signed by the authorizady functionary is directly
submitted to the Returning Officer, and the RetugnOfficer, in such case, shall
presume that the candidate is duly nominated bgdheerned party.

. In case Form B signed by the State Level PartyitRrat or General Secretary is
submitted to the Returning Officer in prescribeddj there is no need for Form A in
such cases.

. In cases where Form B is issued parallelly to sdveandidates for the same
territorial constituency the Form B which is recasvfirst in point of time, will be
taken into consideration for allotting symbols le&t political party, by the Returning
Officer.

. Political Parties are permitted either to cancel &@luthorization in Form B given in
favour of one candidate or change such authorizatyp substituting the name of

another candidate, subject to the following condsi namely:-
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(a) Subsequent authorization cancelling the earliehaigation in Form B is
received by the Returning Officer concerned narlgtan 3.00 PM on the last
date of withdrawal.

(b) Such subsequent authorization in Form B is signgdthe same party
functionary who signed the earlier Form B and dleahows that it cancels
the earlier authorization.

(c) The Returning Officer is satisfied about the gerogss of the subsequent
authorization; and

(d) The candidate in whose favour subsequent authmzétas been given has
already made a declaration in his nomination p#perhe has been set up by
the said political party.

9. The substitute candidate (also commonly called dyroamdidate) of a political party
will set in only in the event of the nominationtbe main candidate being rejected on
scrutiny or withdrawal of candidature by the maandidate (if the nomination of
substitute candidate is otherwise valid and héllsrsthe field).

10.Where a candidate has made a declaration in hignation paper that he has been
set up by the political party but could not prodacghorization in A and B Forms
from the political party concerned within the stated time, he shall be treated as an
independent candidate.

11.Where a candidate has not made a declaration imfang nomination papers that he
has been set up by a particular party, he shalbaaleemed to have been set up by
that party even if that party gives you intimatitmthat effect in Forms A and B
subsequently, and he shall not be allotted the s{neiserved for that party. He shall
be treated as an Independent.

6. CHOICE OF SYMBOLS BY CANDIDATES SET UP BY REGISTERED POLITICAL
PARTIES WITHOUT A RESERVED SYOMBOL AND INDEPENDENT CANDIDATES
AND ALLOTMENT THEREOF:

The candidates set up by registered politicaligmrtvithout a reserved symbol and
Independent candidates are required to indicateeehaf 3 symbols in the order of preference
from the list of free symbols notified by the Std&ction Commission in the declaration
Annexed as Part Il of Nomination Form (Form IV).aKing into consideration the choice of
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symbols given by the candidate a free symbol dhallallotted to each candidate as per the

procedure indicated in paragraph 7 of the Symbde©r2001 which is reproduced below —

Choice of symbols by other candidates and allotmenhereof —

(1) Any candidate at an election to local bodies in $t@te, other than a candidate
set up by a recognized political party, or a caagidset up by any registered
political party with a reserved symbol, shall ckecand shall be allotted in
accordance with the provisions hereafter set outis paragraph, one of the
symbols specified as free symbols by the Commission

(2) Where any free symbol has been chosen by only andidate at such election,
the returning officer shall allot that symbol tatltandidate and to no one else.

(3) Where the same free symbol has been chosen byasesasrdidates at such
election, then, --

(a) if of those several candidates one of the cameldis, or was holding the
same office, and was allotted that free symbohatprevious election to
the same office, when he was chosen, the retuwifinger shall allot that
free symbol to that candidate and to no one els#; a

(b) if of those several candidates, no one is, or wasitting member , the
returning officer shall decide by lot to which bibse candidates that free
symbol shall be allotted, and allot that free symioothe candidate on

whom the lot falls and to no one else;

(4) Where the same free symbol has been chosen byasesardidates at such
election, then —

(a) If, of those several candidates, only one is a ickate set up by an
registered political party without a reserved syimaod all the rest are
independent candidates, the Returning Officer shlldt that free symbol
to the candidate set up by the registered polipeaty without a reserved

symbol and to no one else; and if, of those seenatlidates, two or more
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(b)

()

are set up by different registered political parteithout a reserved
symbol and the rest are independent candidatesethening officer shall
decide by lot to which of the two or more candidatet up by the different
registered political parties without a reserved sghthat free symbol shall
be allotted, and allot that free symbol to the cdat on whom the lot
falls, and to no one else

Provided that where of the two or more such candglaet up by such
different registered political parties without sseeved symbol, only one is, or
was, immediately before such election, a sittingminer of the local body
(irrespective of the fact as to whether he wadtakibthat free symbol or any other
symbol at the previous election when he was chasersuch member), the

returning officer shall allot that free symbol tat candidate, and to no one else;

If, of those several candidates, no one is setyupny registered political party
without a reserved symbol and all are independantidates, but one of the
independent candidates is, or was, immediatelyrbesoich election a sitting
member of the local body and was allotted that Bgmbol at the previous
election when he was chosen as member, the Regufificer shall allot that

free symbol to that candidate, and to no one else;

If, of those several candidates, being all indepehdandidates, no one is, or
was, a sitting member as aforesaid, the returnifigeo shall decide by lot to

which of those independent candidates that freebsymshall be allotted, and

allot that free symbol to the candidate on whomldhéalls, and to no one else.
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CHAPTER - VIII

APPONTMENT OF ELECTION AGENT, POLLING AGENT AND COUNTING
AGENT
1. ELECTION AGENT:

As a candidate, you may appoint in writing someeoferson to be your election agent.
Such appointments may, if you so desire be madeyttime you like. The appointment
shall be made irorm Xl (Annexure — XIV) . and the notice of appointment shall be given
in writing to the Returning Officer. You may obtan writing an acceptance of such person
for being appointed as your election agent. Yoly mevoke appointment of your election
agent in writing and such revocation will be opeatfrom the date on which it is lodged
with the Returning Officer. In the event of suclhaeation or of death of an election agent
you may appoint another person to be your eleciigent in a like manner. The election
agent so appointed by you shall perform such fonstiduring elections as are authorized

under the relevant conduct of election rules.

2. POLLING AGENT:

You or your election agent may appoint one agedta@ne relief agent to act as polling
agents for each polling station. Such appointmdrall Soe made by writing a letter in
duplicate inFrom XII (Annexure XV) signed by you or your election agent. You or your
election agent shall deliver duplicate copy of ligtter to the polling agent who shall on the
date fixed for the poll present the copy to andhdlte declaration contained therein before
the Presiding Officer of the polling station wherech polling agent is appointed for duty and
the Presiding Officer shall retain it thereafterhis custody at any polling station at any
given point of time only one polling agent or rélagent can be present but not both. Any
revocation of an appointment of polling agent sballsigned by you or your election agent
and such revocation will be operative from the datewhich it is lodged with the returning

Officer. In the event of revocation or death of aagent at any time before the
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commencement of poll, you or your election ageny lgapoint polling agent in the manner
prescribed above.

The role of polling agent is to observe the pagllire., whether the poll process is orderly
free and fair. The polling agent can perform thake ronly if he is from local area and familiar
with the identity of voters of that particular bbot A person appointed as polling agent from
outside the local area and not familiar with thenitty of voters will not serve the purpose for
which he is appointed. Moreover, in such caseggetle always a possibility of bringing in
antisocial elements, rowdy sheeters etc., fromideiis the guise of polling agents to intimidate
the voters, polling personnel or polling agents ather candidates. The State Election
Commission has, therefore, issued the followingdgjines with regard to appointment of
polling agents by contesting candidates.

0] the Polling Agents who are appointed by contestiagdidates shall be ordinarily
resident and electors of the concerned pollingsaoady,

(i) such polling agents must have EPIC or any of tleatity documents notified by the
State Election Commission,

(i) all polling agents shall display their identity dmeent prominently on their person on the
day of poll for easy and quick identification,

(iv)  the set up of polling stations should be made rhsa way that the polling agents are
seated inside the polling stations so that they sggythe face of an elector as and when
he enters the polling station so that they challenge the identity of the elector, if
needed. They should also be able to watch entiszatipn inside the polling station
including his/her movement to the voting comparttreamd his/her exit from the polling
station after recording his/her vote. But they stlaot, in any event, be seated in a place
where they have the chance of seeing voter actuadigrding his/her vote which would
compromise secrecy of voting.

(V) In case poling station has very small and inswdfitiplace or where the respective
constituency is having abnormally large number aftesting candidates warranting the

presence of a large number of polling agents, oh siases where polling agents cannot
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be accommodated, Observer(s) shall be consultedpjoropriate advice and consent of
the Observer(s) shall be obtained.

(vi)  For identifying such polling stations having vemall and insufficient space or where
the respective constituency is having abnormaltgdanumber of contesting candidates
warranting the presence of a large number of ppllgents, the Returning Officer
concerned shall make survey well in advance, sb dparopriate decisions may be
arrived at well in time. A list of such polling $tans shall be prepared and provided to
concerned Observer (S).

(vii)  As per rule 19 of conduct of election rules, 2006 appointment of polling agent shall
be made in form — XlI (copy enclosed).

3. COUNTING AGENT:

Each candidate may appoint such number of couiygnts at places fixed for counting as

may be specified by the District Election Authoritgenerally each candidate can appoint as
many counting agents as there are counting talfesery such appointment shall be made by
you or your election agent before the commencemenbunting of votes by writing a letter in
duplicate inForm Xl (Annexure — XVI) and by forwarding it to the Returning Officer. One
copy of which shall be forwarded to the Returniniic@r while the other copy shall be made
over to the counting agent for production before Returning Officer on the date fixed for
counting and sign the declaration contained thebeiiore the Returning Officer and Returning
Officer shall retain it for custody. The countiagents so appointed by you may perform such
functions in connection with counting of votes asaathorized under the conduct of election
rules. Any revocation of an appointment of countagent shall be signed by you or your
election agent and such revocation will be opeeafiem the date on which it is lodged with the
Returning Officer. In the event of revocation oratle of any agent at any time before the
counting of votes, you or your election agent mgpant counting agent in the manner

prescribed above.
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CHAPTER - IX
CAMPAIGN PERIOD
1. INTRODUCTION:

The election law provides an interval of not ldsant 5 clear days between the last date
fixed for withdrawal of candidature and the polhig period could be utilized for canvassing and
educating the voters and training the workers apehts that you will have to employ for
election purpose. However, please note that campaggtops 48 hours before the hour fixed for

close of poll.

2. CORRUPT PRACTICES AND ELECTORAL OFFENCES:

While undertaking your electioneering campaign, gbauld ensure that the highest standard
of morality and purity are maintained, as that wiol turn ensure free and fair election. Corrupt
practices and electoral offences tend to mar theogmconduct of an election and disturb the
atmosphere of friendly contest that should prewvaiting the elections in violation of the
statutory provisions relating to corrupt practieesl election offences. Various corrupt practices
and election offences are enumerated in sectiodst@1230 of AP PR Act, 1994. For your
convenience the above mentioned provisions aredeped inAnnexure - XVII Any corrupt
practices and offences by you, your agent and werk®y vitiate your election. You should,
therefore keep in check your over enthusiastic @sgamd workers from indulging in any
objectionable activities. Even a single provedanst of corrupt practice may be enough to

unseat you, if you are successful in the election.

In particular do not permit on your behalf.

(i) Any bribery or undue influence by way of coerciani@imidation of voters or otherwise or
personation;
(i) Any arrangement, direct or indirect, to caayy voter to or from polling station by any

kind of vehicle used for transport (this is alscrianinal offence);

N.B. Even your party cannot arrange for such convesan
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(i) Any act to promote or attempt to promote orognds of religion, caste, community or
language, feeling of enmity or hatred between hffé classes of citizens of India is a corrupt
practice and which may render your election void antail disqualification for membership and
which is also an electoral offence punishable witprisonment for a term which may extend to
three years, or with fine or both.

(iv) Any assistance from any government servarttdlp your prospects in the election, except
that a government servant may, if he so desires,is vote for you;

N.B. Such assistance on the part of a Government servantcorrupt practice as well as an
offence. If you instigate him to do so, you will bable criminally for abetment. Provided that
where any person in the service of the Governmedhtolonging to any of the specified classes
in the discharge or purported discharge of hicc@fiduty, makes any arrangements or provides
any facilities, or does any other act or thiray, dr in relation to any candidate, or his election
agent, or any other person, acting with the consénthe candidate, or his election agent
(whether by reason of the office held by the cdawi or for any other reason), such
arrangements , facilities or act or thing shalllm@tdeemed to be assistance for the furtherance of

the prospects of that candidate’s election.

(V) Your election expenses to exceed the maximufimgdimit.

(vi) any removal of ballot paper or voting machfr@m the polling station or tampering with the

ballot boxes or voting machines by use of forcetberwise (these are criminal offences);

(vii) any appeal by you or by your agent or anyeotperson with your consent or with the

consent of your election agent to vote or refraonf voting of any person on grounds of his

religion, race, caste, community or language orube of or appeal to religious symbols or the
use of or appeal to National Symbols such as Natiflag or the National emblem which is a

corrupt practice under the law, (However, no syndildtted to a candidate shall be deemed to
be a religious symbol or a National symbol);
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(viii) the publication of any statement of fact whiis false in relation to the personal character

or conduct of any candidates;

(ix) booth capturing as defined in section 224Ad?.Panchayat Raj Act,1994. Booth capturing
Is both a corrupt practice and an electoral offgmagishable with imprisonment of not less than

six months and upto two years and with fine.

3. MODEL CODE OF CONDUCT FOR GUIDANCE OF POLITICAL PARTIES AND
CANDIDATES:

Apart from the above mentioned corrupt practiced alectoral offences, the election
campaigns may take different forms which may crefgtelings of bitterness, irritation,
confrontation and resentment among the varioudigalliparties and candidates and vitiate the
atmosphere. For maintaining a healthy and pea@fubsphere conducive to the conduct of
smooth election, the Commission has prescribed deMBode of CondudAnnexure - XVIII)
which will be supplied to you after finalization gbur candidature. You must ensure that you,
your supporters and agents observe the model doctenduct. Any violation of model code of
conduct will be viewed seriously by the State EtettCommission and may seriously affect

your election.

4. USE OF LOUD SPEAKERS:

No Loudspeakersshould be used for any meeting or procession or general
propaganda without the prior written permissiontloé authorities concerned and beyond the
hours fixed by the Commission in this behalf. A yaf the order issued by State Election

Commission on this subject is enclosed\agsexure-XIX.
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5. DEFACEMENT OF PUBLIC AND PRIVATE PROPERTY:

Private places and public places shall not begiisfid during the election campaign by
way of pasting election advertisements and writiogghe walls in violation of the Model Code
of Conduct. In order to prevent such disfigureméme, A P State Legislature has enacted A P
Prevention of Disfigurement of Open Places and iBriobn of Obscene and Objectionable
posters and Advertisements Act, 1997 (Act 28 of7)99Section 4 of the said Act makes the
disfigurement of public or private place an offenmenishable with imprisonment which may
extend up to three months or with fine which simalt be less than Rs.1,000/- but which may
extend up to Rs.2,000/- or with both. Abettorsso€h disfigurement are liable to be punished
under Section 5 of the said Act. You must ens@é you or your agents etc. do not violate the
provisions of this Act failure of which will invit€riminal Prosecution. A copy of the order

issued by State Election Commission in the madtenclosed adnnexure-XX.

6. PROHIBITION OF PUBLIC MEETINGS AND PROCESSIONS D URING 48 HOURS
IMMEDIATELY BEFORE THE CLOSE OF THE POLL:

1) Section 214 of the Andhra Pradesh Panchayaf&ajl994 stipulates that no person shall —

(a) Convene, hold, attend, join or address any pub&eting or procession in connection
with an election; or

(b) Display to the public any election matter by meahginematograph, television or
other similar apparatus; or

(c) Propagate any election matter to the public byihgldor by arranging the holding of,
any musical concert or any theatrical performanceammy other entertainment or
amusement with a view to attracting the membetb@public thereto,

in any polling area during the period of forty-eidgtours ending with the hour fixed for
the conclusion of the poll in case of election t@ridal Praja Parishads and Zilla Praja
Parishads.

2) Any person who contravenes the above provisstiadl be punishable with imprisonment for
a term which may extend to two years or with finevidh both.

3) The expression “election matter” means any matteended or calculated to influence or
affect the result of an election.

4) You should keep these provisions in view whi@dimg public meetings, or taking on any
processions, etc.
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7. PROCESSIONS AND MEETINGS:

You or your party should obtain well in time thequired permission from the proper
authority for the holding of a meeting at any paldr private place. Temples, mosques, churches
or other places of worship should not be used asnfdfor such meeting or for any election
propaganda. Similarly, permission should also dletained for conducting processions. The
application should be made in time to enable tleallgolice authorities to make necessary
traffic and security arrangements. Taking out pssas on the same roads or routes on which
some other candidate is also taking out processiothe same day should be avoided. Pictorial
representations should be sober and moderate ameabfeducative value to voters. A high
standard of decency and decorum should be maidtavigle making speeches or raising
slogans.

No loudspeaker fitted on vehicles of any kindroeny other manner whatsoever should
be used during the period of 48 hours ending wighttour fixed for the conclusion of the poll in

any polling area.

8. DISTURBANCE IN THE PUBLIC MEETINGS:

If any supporter of a rival candidate or any omppased to you or your party creates
disturbance in any of your election meetings, t@renan of the meeting may request any police
officer who may be present to ascertain the nanteamdress of the person who disturbs the
meeting. The police will take action to proseciiie offender under section 215 of the APPR
Act 1994.

Similarly, your workers, agents and supportersukhalso be told not to disturb public

meeting of rival candidates.
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9. RESTRICTIONS ON PRINTING OF PAMPHLETS, POSTERS ETC:

(a) Every election pamphlet, handbill, placard or pgstevhich is printed or
multigraphed by any process (except copying by hamadist bear on the front the
name and address of the printer and the name alrdssdof the publishers;

(b) The printer of any such documents must obtain fibw intending publisher a
declaration (in duplicate) regarding his identitgn®d by him and attested by two
persons to whom he is personally known.

(c) As soon as the document is printed the printer reeistl one copy of the declaration
and one copy of the document to the Collector aisthitt Election Authority of the
district;

(d) These restrictions however do not apply to any Haldplacard or poster merely
announcing the date, time, place and other paatisubf an election meeting or
routine instructions to election agents or workeis.copy of the order issued by

State Election Commission is enclosedasexure-XXI.

10. UNOFFICIAL IDENTITY SLIPS:

The political parties/ candidates may issue uniafficdentity slips containing the

following information to the voters-

()

(i)
(iif)
(iv)

the name and serial number of the voter in the@lakroll,
the number of the part of the electoral roll;
the serial number and name of the polling statom,

date of poll.

The identity slips should be on white paper andugh not contain the name of the

candidate and / or the name of his party and/oelbéetion symbol of the candidate or his party.

The slips should not also contain any slogans ny exhortation to vote for a party or for a

candidate since these slips if carried by the eoter the polling stations would amount to

canvassing within the polling station, which is rmp#rmissible. The circulation or any slips

within 100 meters of the polling station would alsmount to canvassing which is not

permissible under the law.
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11. POLLING REHEARSALS:

You may arrange for your polling agent to attendlipg rehearsals conducted by the
Returning Officers in their respective areas sa thay may get familiar with the polling

procedure

12. EDUCATING THE ELECTORS ABOUT THE VOTING PROCEDU RE:

Your workers should educate the electors aboutvtitang procedure and the correct
manner of marking the ballot papers. The electbailsl be advised to give their signatures or
thumb impressions without any fear. This will notany way violate the secrecy of their vote or
disclose their identity. The packets of countegf@f ballot papers containing the signatures /
thumb impressions of electors will be sealed, imiatety after the close of the poll, with the
seals of the Presiding Officers and polling agefthe candidates and such sealed packets shall

not thereafter be opened or inspected by any perscept under the order of a competent court.

Your workers should also familiarize the electatsout the other details of voting
procedure followed at the polling station. After @ector’s name is located in the electoral roll
and his identity established, his left forefingell Wwe marked with indelible ink. He will then be
required to give his signature or thumb impressionthe counterfoil of the ballot paper as
aforesaid. If he puts his thumb impression on thenterfoil of the ballot paper, he should clean
his thumb with the help of a piece of wet cloth\pded on the table of the polling officer. This
will be necessary to avoid any possible smudgehenbllot paper while handling the ballot
paper. Thereafter he will be given a ballot paplee, Polling Officer in charge of the rubber
stamp containing the voting mark will fold the loallpaper twice, first vertically and then
horizontally and then unfold and hand over thedigdhper, together with an inked rubber stamp
for marking the ballot paper. The mark should belenan or near the symbol of the candidate
for whom the elector chooses to vote and at norgitaee. The voting mark put on the back of
the ballot paper will be invalid. A set of instrigets for voters for marking ballot papers is given

in Annexure -XXII.
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After marking the ballot paper with stamp, the vatbould fold the ballot paper along
the folds already appearing on the ballot papee Mdter should not bring the ballot paper form
the voting compartment unfolded, as the secrecthefvote will be vitiated. The ballot paper
should not also be crumpled, as it would be diffita insert through the slit of the box. After
folding the ballot paper along the folds alreadpesaring on it, the voter should take it to the
ballot kept in front of one of the Polling Officeasid insert in into the box through the slit at the
top of the box.

13. DUMMY BALLOT PAPER:

You may print dummy ballot papers using your ovame and symbol and indicating the
place where it would appear in the actual ballgggpavhich will be used at the election. The
dummy ballot paper should not, however, containabwial names and symbols of the other
contesting candidates in the territorial constittyemhey can be printed on any colour other than
pink and white, such as, brown, yellow or grey. Youst make sure that dummy ballot papers
do not reassemble in any manner the genuine hadloérs in size and colour. If they do so there
is the danger that ignorant and illiterate voteesy/rake these dummy ballot papers to the polling
station and try to put them into the ballot box.

14. SYMBOL:

For the convenience of the voters, you may progies of your symbol and distribute
them, but the voters cannot carry with them theepagntaining the symbol to the polling
station.

15. LIST OF DEAD, ABSENT AND BOGUS VOTERS:

1) In the course of canvassing for votes on your elgalir workers and agents may find
that some of the voters whose names appear inléctorl roll are dead, that some
voters may have more or less permanently left teality and yet others are not real
persons. Your workers may be asked to preparstafisuch dead, absent or bogus
voters for each polling station separately.

2) The list should be correctly prepared. Care shbalthken that the name of no real voter

is included therein. It will cause annoyance iy aeal voter is wrongly included in the
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list of dead, absent or bogus voters and his rightote is questioned at the polling
station.

3) Hand over to your polling agent for each pollingtisin a copy of the list of such dead,
absent or bogus voters for that polling stationttsat he may watch for any person
coming to vote in the name of any such voter ongbking day and may draw the
attention of the presiding officer to the fact.

4) By following the above instructions diligently, yaull not only help yourself but also

assist the election authorities materially in preireg bogus voting.

16. DOS AND DONTS FOR GUIDANCE OF CANDIDATES:

The election law is quite comprehensive and theguore is quite elaborate. It is upon
their due observance that the purity of the elactiepends. Some of the Dos and Don’ts are
suggested for your guidance #nnexure-XXIIl. It should be noted that these are not

exhaustive but are only illustrative and for yourdance.

17. DEATH OF A CANDIDATE BEFORE POLL

Rule 17 of conduct of election Rules, 2006 stapes adjournment of poll only in the
event of death of a candidate set up by a recogrpsétical party or a candidate setup by a
registered political party to whom a symbol is pdad by the State Election Commission. In

the following circumstances the poll shall be adjmal :-

(a) the said candidate dies at any time after@@.tn. on the last date for making
nominations and his nomination is found valid orusny or

(b) his nomination has been found valid on scyuand he has not withdrawn his
candidature, and he dies,

(a) and in either case a report of his death is redei@e any time before the
publication of the list of contesting candidates or

(d) he dies as a contesting candidate and a repdiits death is received before the

commencement of the poll.
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The Returning Officer on being satisfied abow thct of the death of the candidate,
should order the adjournment of the poll to a datde notified later by the State Election
Commission. You should immediately report the fawtthe State Election Commission /

Election Authority / District Election Authority.

In the case of death of a candidate as mentiahéa) above, the order of adjournment of
poll should be made only after the scrutiny ofralminations including the nomination of the
deceased candidate. In such case, it should bd timiethe candidate shall be deemed to have
been set up by a recognized / registered polipeaty with a reserved symbol only if all the
requirements mentioned in the Registration of malitparties and Allotment of Symbols Order,
2001 have been fulfilled by the time of death oé ttandidate. If the party has not given
intimation regarding setting up of the candidat¢hia prescribed forms 'A' and 'B' by the time of
the death of the candidate the candidate shalbb@ateemed to have been set up by a recognised

/ registered political party with a reserved symioolthe purpose of adjournment of poll.

On receipt of the report from the Returning Géfi@bout the death of the candidate set
up by a recognised / registered political partyhwitserved symbol, the State Election
Commission will call upon the concerned politicalry to nominate another candidate for the
said election in place of the deceased candiddte. folitical party will have to make the
nomination within seven days of the issue of notioethat effect by the State Election
Commission. Nomination of such candidate will di&odone in the prescribed Form — IV and
he will also have to make a fresh security dep@sie nomination in the prescribed form should
also be accompanied by the required intimation fteenparty in Form A and Form B prescribed
in the election Symbols Order, 2001. All other regonents of law relating to nomination,
scrutiny of nomination, withdrawal of candidaturerespect of such candidate have also to be

followed.
A person who had given a notice of withdrawatle$ candidature under sub-rule (1) of

Rule 14 of conduct of election rules before theadyment of poll is eligible to be nominated as

a candidate in place of the deceased candidate.
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If the list of contesting candidates had alredd¥n published under rule 15 of the
Conduct of Election Rules, 2006 before the adjowmnof poll, you should prepare and publish
a fresh list of contesting candidates including nlaene of the candidate nominated in place of

the deceased candidate.

Further stages of the election will continue as {he revised schedule notified by the

Commission.
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CHAPTER - X

POLLING DAY
1. INTRODUCTORY

Poll is the most important event in the electiongess. It is through the poll that the
electors express their choice of the candidateepwesent them in Zilla Praja Parishad and

Mandal Praja Parishad.

2. DECLARATION OF HOLIDAY ON POLLING DAYS

The State Government will issue orders authoriZiigjrict Collectors to declare local

holiday to Government Offices, educational insiitng etc. on the date of poll.

3. PROHIBITION OF CANVASSING

The election law prohibits canvassing in or neallimp stations on polling day. No
person shall commit any of the following acts witlai polling station or in any public or private

place within a distance of 100 meters of a polBtagion, namely:

(a) canvassing for votes;

(b) soliciting the vote for any elector.

(c) persuading any elector not to vote for anyipalar candidates;

(d) persuading any elector not to vote at thetieler

(e) exhibiting any notice or sign (other than #ic@l notice) relating to the election;

() using or operating within or at the entrandetlee polling station or in any public or
private place in its neighbourhood any apparatusafoplifying or reproducing the
human voice, such as megaphone or a loudspeakkr; an

(9) shouting or otherwise acting in a disorderlgmrmer within or at the entrance of a polling

station or in any public or private place in théghdourhood.
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N.B. The distance from which a loudspeaker, etajsed is immaterial. The offence will be
committed even if it is used from a distance of entfran 100 meters if it causes annoyance to
any person visiting the polling station for the lpmi interference with the work of officers and

other person on duty at the polling station.

4. CANDIDATE’S ELECTION BOOTHS

According to the instructions issued by the Statection Commission, no election
booths of the candidates should be allowed to beiseear the polling station on the day of
poll, as such booths pose many difficulties inwey of holding free, fair and smooth elections
by creating obstructions to voters, confrontatioroag various party workers and law and order
problems. However, the candidates may provide abk tand two chairs for the use of their
agents and workers for the distribution of uno#iddentity slips to voters beyond a distance of
200 meters from the polling station with an umlaredt a piece of tarpaulin over their head to

protect from the sun/rain. No crowd should be a##dwo collect around such tables.

5. ILLEGAL HIRING OR VEHICLES FOR THE CONVEYANCE OF VOTERS

Do not allow anyone on your behalf to provide coraree for voters on the polling day.
It is both a corrupt practice and an electoral fée If you find any other candidate or his
agents, supporters or workers providing such comvey for voters you should make a
complaint in this regard then and there and takemto prosecute the offender, under section
211 of the A.P.P.R. Act 1994. If you do not do sl anerely send a complaint to the election
authorities, much valuable evidence against thenors would be lost. You may also use this
as ground for filling an election petition agairise offending candidate in due course as free
conveyance of voters from or to polling statioraliso a corrupt practice. Your polling agent can
also make a written complaint in this regard to Pnesiding Officer who will forward the same
to the Magistrate concerned who has jurisdictiodeal with such cases. You may also ask the

Presiding Officer to record his remarks on the clampfrom his own observations.

A copy of the instructions issued by the State itd@cCommission on plying of vehicles

on the date of poll is enclosedA&snexure-XXIV.
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6. REMOVAL OF BALLOT PAPERS FROM POLLING STATION TO BE AN
OFFENCE:

If you or your agents honestly suspect that angwvist illegally taking any ballot paper
out of polling station or unauthorisedly or fraueltly tampering with the same, draw the

attention of the Presiding Officer to the mattemeadiately for necessary action on his part.

7. REMOVAL OF DISORDERLY PERSONS

Under section 221 of A.P.P.R.Act,1994Any person wifisconducts himself or fails to
obey lawful directions of the Presiding Officer ohg the poll may be removed from the polling

station under his order by any police officer drestpersons authorised by him.

8. METHOD OF VOTING:

The method of voting now followed is called the &Ming System of Voting”. Under

this system, the following arrangements will be mathmely:

(a) a ballot box common for MPTC and ZPTC polletidigpaper will be placed in
front of one of the Polling Officers at the entrarto the voting compartments so
that it will be visible to every person;

(b) only one box will be used at any point of time

(© the ballot paper will contain the names ofth# contesting candidates showing
the symbols allotted to each.

(d) after the name of the elector is traced indleetoral roll by the Polling Officer(s),
his left forefinger will be marked with indeliblenk. His signature of thumb
impression will then be taken on the counterfoiltké ballot paper. No ballot
paper will be delivered to him unless he has psisignature or thumb impression
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(e)

(f)

(9)

(h)

on the counterfoil of the ballot paper. If he pbhis thumb impression on the
counterfoil of the ballot paper, he should cleasthumb with the help of a piece
of wet cloth or rag provided on the table of thdliRg Officer. This will be
necessary to avoid any possible smudge on thethzdimer while handling the
ballot paper. Thereafter he will be given the kgblaper. With the ballot paper the
elector will proceed to the next table. The Polldficer will take back the ballot
paper and fold it twice, first vertically and thlorizontally. He will then return
the folded ballot paper together with an inked rrtdtamp for marking the ballot

paper;

there will be one or more than one voting cormpant in which or in any one of

which the voter can secretly record his vote onbéléot paper;

the voter will record his vote by stamping arkan the ballot paper with the
rubber stamps supplied to him by one of the Poldificers. The mark should be

made on or near the symbol of the candidate fomwtie elector wishes to vote;

after stamping the ballot paper, the voter sthdald the ballot paper along the
folds already appearing on the ballot paper sohigvote and the serial number
of his ballot paper are effectively concealed. Hewd do this inside the voting
compartment and thereafter come out the voting estment and insert the

folded ballot paper into the ballot box mentionéedad;

in case the election is held simultaneouslthtoeZPTC and MPTC, every elector
will be given two ballot papers-one for the ZPT@ation and the other for the
MPTC election. These will be distinguishable by dwtour-white for ZPTC and
pink for MPTC. The ballot papers will be issued aha time. The elector will
follow the same procedure as described above fakinga his ballot

papers and will drop both the ballot papers inddme ballot box; and

0] If any elector violates the voting proceduesdribed above and shows his

marked ballot paper to any one or otherwise vigldte secrecy of his
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vote in spite of a warning by the Presiding Offisech selector shall not
be allowed to vote and his ballot paper will bestaback and cancelled by
the Presiding Officer.

9. DESIGN OF BALLOT PAPERS:

Every ballot paper will have a counterfoil attagtvath it. In the counterfoil there will be
provision for electoral part number of the eledteing entered and for taking his signature or
thumb impression. The ballot paper will be separdtem its counterfoil by a thick block of
lines. The ballot paper will contain the names Ibtlee contesting candidates and the symbols
allotted to them. The names of the candidatesheiltlassified into four (4) categories, namely,
() candidates of recognized National and Statdid?ar(ii) candidates of registered political
parties with a reserved symbol, (iii) candidatesegfistered political parties without a reserved
symbol and (iv) independent candidates. Furthesethames will be arranged in alphabetical
order in each of the above mentioned four categofi@@eir names will appear in panels one
below the other and their symbols shall be prirggdinst their names in their respective panels.
The width of the ballot paper including the coufdirshall be between 3 and 4 inches and each

candidate’s panel shall be a little more than hinc

Where however, the number of contesting candidatesed 9, the ballot paper will be
printed differently. The ballot paper will in su@hcase be printed in two or more columns
depending upon the number of contesting candid&tesmally there will be 9 candidates in
each column. Where the number of candidates iginetible to be equal in each column, the

last blank panels in the last column will be congdieshaded.

10. DISTINGUISHING MARKS ON BALLOT PAPERS:
Under Rule 45 of Panchayat Raj (Conduct of ElegticRules, 2006 issued in
G.0.Ms.No.142, PR & RD (Elecs & Rules) Departmeiatted 3.05.2006, before a ballot paper

is issued to an elector, the ballot paper and theterfoil attached thereto shall be stamped on

the back with such distinguishing mark as the Se¢etion Commission may direct.

The State Election Commission, directed that tiséndyuishing mark to be stamped on
the back side of the ballot papers to be usedeactiens to Member, Mandal Praja Parishad and
Member, Zilla Praja Parishad shall be a fractidthiw a circle whose numerator will be the
number of the Mandal Praja Parishad and the deratorirwill be the serial number of the
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polling station concerned as indicated in the firslof polling stations approved by the District

Election Authority.

The number of Mandal Praja Parishad shall be dloe umber assigned by the District
Election Authority concerned while working out tm®menclature of the Mandal Parishad
Territorial Constituency as per the instructionsusd in Govt. Memo.N0.66402/Elecs.l/1994,
PR, RD & Relief Department dated 03.01.1995.

lllustration: _ If the code number of a Mandal Praja Parishadasdthe code number of the
polling station is 12, the distinguishing mark ®4itamped on the ballot papers to be used at the
polling station shall be 8

12
11. WHEN POLLING AGENT SHOULD REACH THE POLLING STA TION

The polling agent should reach the polling statatnleast fifteen minutes before the
commencement of the poll. This will enable him t® present when the Presiding Officer
prepares the ballot box for taking the poll andsggtieough the other preliminary arrangements
before the commencement of the poll. If any parthese preliminaries has already been gone
through, the proceedings will not be commenced @asrio accommodate any latecomer. Each
polling agent will be supplied by the Presiding i€df with a pass on the authority of which the

polling agent can go in and out of the pollingistatas may be necessary.

12. DUTIES OF POLLING AGENT
The main duty of your polling agent is to seet tyaur interest are safeguarded at the

polling station, for which he has been appointegias polling agent. His other duties are-

(a) to help the Presiding Officer to detect andvpnt impersonation of voters by
challenging persons who try to impersonate voters;

(b) to help in having the polled ballot boxes Wy secured and sealed according to
the rules before and after the poll;

(c) to take a copy of the ballot-paper account pager seal account from the

Presiding Officer after the close of the poll; and
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(d) to see that the documents relating to the gr@llalso secured and sealed properly

as required by law.

13. THINGS TO BE BROUGHT BY POLLING AGENT

The polling agent should provide himself with tieidwing items which he comes to the

polling station:

(a) his letter of appointment;

(b) a copy of the electoral roll for the pollingson;

(© a list of the names of the dead, absent oudw®gters included in the list;
(d) a small brass seal; and

(e) pen, paper and pencil.

14. WEARING OF BADGE BY THE POLLING AGENTS

The polling agent is prohibited from wearing anyl@pa containing the photograph of the
candidate or any other political leader and alspldying any slogan or exhortation to vote
within the polling station or one hundred metersrélof. He should, however, display on his

person the identity pass issued to him by the &iregOfficer.
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15. ARRANGEMENT AT POLLING STATIONS

Outside each polling station there will be dispthygominently a notice specifying the
polling area, the electors who are entitled to vatethe polling station and the list of the

contesting candidates along with symbols assigndiaem.

16. ADMISSION TO POLLING STATIONS

Apart from the electors, only the following persocen be admitted into the polling

station by the Presiding Officer:

(a) Polling Officers;

(b) each candidate, his election agent and ormgagent of each candidate at a time;

(c) persons authorised by the State Election Casion;

(d) public servants on duty in connection with éhection;

(e) Observers appointed by the Commission;

() a child in arms accompanying an elector;

(9) a person accompanying a blind or an infirmevatho cannot move without help; and

(h) such other persons as the Presiding Officer fream time to time admit for the purpose
of identifying voters or otherwise assisting thegtding Officer in taking the poll.

The expression “public servants on election dutyuld not include police officers
(unless called for by the Presiding Officer for manance of law and order in the polling station
or any other purpose), Ministers, Ministers of &tahd Deputy Ministers of the Union or the
State.

No security personnel accompanying, any candiadatany agent or any elector shall be

allowed to enter the polling station.

17. SEATING OF POLLING AGENTS

The Presiding Officer will make arrangements tovjale seats to the polling agents at
such place from where they will have adequate dppay of identifying electors, seeing the
entire operation and also seeing the movementeoéligctor from the Presiding Officer's table to

46



the voting compartments and the elector leavingtiieng station after he has recorded his vote

in the voting compartment.

The seating arrangement at the polling statioriife polling agents of candidates shall be

guided by the following categories of prioritiegmely,

(i

(ii)
(iii)
(iv)

candidates of recognised political parties,
candidates of registered political party wehieserved symbol.
candidates of registered political partieshout a reserved symbol.

independent candidates.

18. PRELIMINARIES BEFORE COMMENCEMENT OF POLL

About fifteen minutes before the time fixed foetbommencement of poll, the Presiding

Officer will start going through the preliminary gparation for the conduct of poll. The

Presiding Officer will, in particular.

(@)

(b)

(€)

(d)

demonstrate to the polling agents that theob&lbxes to be used at the polling
station are empty; If any of the polling agents tgao note down the serial nos.
of ballot boxes supplied for use at the pollingtistaand of the ballot box(es)
actually used, the Presiding Officer will allow him note down such serial nos.
of the ballot boxes.

allow the polling agents to affix their signegs on the green paper seal wherever
fixed on the ballot box and allow them to note datve number of such paper
seal;

allow the polling agents to note down the darianber of the first and last ballot
papers supplied for use at the polling station; and

demonstrate to the polling agents that the ethidopy of the electoral roll does
not already contain any entries other than thoshtav the issue of postal ballot

papers and election duty certificates to voterglention duty.
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19. PREPARATION OF BALLOT BOX:

The Presiding Officer will allow the ballot box twe inspected by the polling agent of
each candidates to see that it is empty, that thexeno defects in it and in particular that no

ballot paper or other paper can be inserted irdftétr it has been closed and sealed.

A paper seal, where it is necessary, will be Usedecuring the ballot box. The paper
seal, which will be numbered, will be green in esl@n one side and white in colour on the
reverse and with the legend “State Election ComiomSgrinted in microprint on it. The polling
agent may verify that no damaged paper seal is tssedal any ballot box. The polling agent

may put his signature on the paper seal for ealtbt lex that is used during the poll.

The Presiding Officer will prepare an accountred paper seals used. The polling agents

may take note of the serial numbers of the papas sesed.

20. SERIAL NUMBER OF BALLOT PAPERS TO BE USED AT THE POLLING
STATION:
At the commencement of the poll, the Presidingd@ffwill allow the polling agents to

note down the first and the last of the serial nerslof the ballot papers which will be used at
the polling station. The polling agent should ri@ywever, note down the serial numbers of any
ballot paper issued to any voter. He should nat &ky notes, or make any mark in the electoral
roll or elsewhere, which may enable any person eokvout the serial numbers of the ballot

papers issued to the voters, as it would violagesttrrecy of the vote. The Presiding Officer has
been given the authority to prevent any one forkmtaany such notes and to seize and forfeit
any document on which a polling agent may have naayesuch note. If a polling agent persists
in taking such note, in spite of warning he woudd be allowed to remain in the polling station

as a penalty for his misconduct. The polling agemermitted only to make tick marks in his

copy of the electoral roll against the names ofubtes who have voted. The Presiding Officers
have been authorized to issue ballot papers, nmssarily in serial order, so that no one can

even guess the serial number of the ballot papaedto a voter.
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21. SIGNATURE OF PRESIDING OFFICER ON BACK OF BALLO T PAPER AND
SHUFFLING OF BUNDLES OF BALLOT PAPERS AT POLLING ST ATIONS:-

To remove all suspicions regarding the genuinersdsballot papers, the Presiding
Officer of each polling station is required to sigis name in full on the back of each ballot
paper before its issue to the voter. In order &vent noting down the serial number of the ballot
paper by persons in the polling station, the Pnegi®@fficers have been instructed to shuffle the
first three or four bundles of ballot papers and thee bundles at random and not in consecutive

serial order.

22. DECLARATION BY THE PRESIDING OFFICER BEFORE COM MENCEMENT OF
THE POLL:

In order to ensure that the Presiding Officer fiady carried out the foregoing
instructions about the demonstration of the mar&epy of the electoral roll and the ballot
papers and the green paper seals and allowing dhi@gpagents to note down their serial
numbers, which are necessary safeguards for egsfree and fair election, he is required to
read out a declaration prescribed by the commissior{Annexure— XXV) before the
commencement of the poll. The Presiding Officerl wélad out the declaration aloud to the
hearing of all persons present in the polling staind sign the declaration. He will also obtain

thereon the signatures of the polling agents ptesen

During the poll, when a new ballot box is necegsarbe used, the Presiding Officer will
record a further declaration in the same mannee piat Il at (Annexure XXV). At the
conclusion of the poll, he will furnish to everyllimg agent present at the close of the poll an
attested true copy of the entries made in the bpHper account after obtaining a receipt for it
form the polling agent on the from of declaratitself. The attested copy will be supplied even
without the polling agent asking for it. The PrésglOfficer will also make further declaration
vide part Il of Annexure XXV to the above effect and obtain the signatureshefpolling

agents present.

49



23. WARNING ABOUT SECRECY OF VOTING:

Before commencing the poll the Presiding Officell wlso explain to all present the
provisions of section 217 of AP PR Act, 1994 regaydheir duty to maintain the secrecy of the
vote and warn them of the penalty for any breaeheibf.

24. COMMENCEMENT OF THE POLL:

The Presiding Officer will commence the poll ae thtroke of the hour fixed for the
purpose. He must complete all formalities before #aid hour. If for any unforeseen or
compelling reason he is not in position to commetheepoll at the appointed hour, he has no
authority to extend the polling hours and the palist close at the appointed closing time, except
that the voters who are present at the pollingostait the closing time shall be allowed to vote
even if polling continues for some more time.

25. REGULATION OF ENTRY OF VOTERS:

There will be separate queues for men and womésrs.oThe persons who enforce the
queues will allow three or four voters into thelpg station at a time as the Presiding Officer
may direct. Other voters waiting to come in willip@de to stand in queue outside. Infirm voters
and women voters with babies in arms may be givefepence over other voters in the queue.
Men and women voters will be admitted into the ipgllstation in alternate batches. The

formation of more than one queue for men voterf®iowomen voters will not be allowed.

26. FACILITIES TO PRESS REPRESENTATIVES AND PHOTOGRAHERS:

Subject to the maintenance of peace and ordee theno objection to any photographer
taking photographs of a crowd of voters lining ugside the polling station. However, no one
including the publicity officials of the Sate Gowenent shall be allowed inside a polling station
without a letter of authority form the State EleatiCommission. In no circumstances, will any

photograph be allowed to be taken of a voter rengriis vote.
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27. COMPULSORY IDENTIFICATION OF VOTERS AT POLLING STATIONS:

The State Election Commission issued orders thmatlli elections to local bodies, the
electors shall compulsory produce any one of tileviing documents at the polling stations to
establish their identity.

) Electoral Photo Identity Card,

) Passports,

) Driving Licenses,

V) Income Tax Identity (PAN) Cards,

V) Service ldentity Cards issued to its employees bwateBCentral

Governments, Public Sector Undertakings, Local éodir Public Limited
Companies with photographs,

V1) Passbooks issued by Public Sector Banks/Post GifideKisan Passbooks
with photographs (accounts opened upto the dagéeofion notification for
the local body concerned)

VII) Property Documents such as Pattas, Registered Deetds with
photographs(documents registered on or before thie @f election
notification for the local body concerned),

VIIIN) Ration Cards with photographs (issued on or betbesdate of election
notification for the local body concerned),

IX) SC/ST/OBC Certificates issued by competent authavith photographs
(issued on or before the date of election notiicatfor the local body
concerned)

X) Pension Documents such as ex-servicemen’'s Pensark/BPension

Payment Order, ex-servicemen’s widow/ Dependentificates, Old age
pension Order, Widow Pension Order with photogragiesued on or
before the date of election notification for thedbbody concerned)

XI) Freedom Fighter Identity Cards with photographs,

XII) Arms Licenses with photographs (issued on or befloeedate of election
notification for the local body concerned),

XIIN) Certificate of Physical Handicap by Competent Auitlyowith photograph
(issued on or before the date of election notiicatfor the local body
concerned),

XIV) ATM Cards with photographs issued by Banks (issuedr before the date
of election notification for the local body conoed),

XV) Membership Cards with photographs issued by Bam€itai(issued on or
before the date of election notification for thedbbody concerned),

XVI) Identity Cards with photographs issued by the Sade¢ of Lok Sabha /
Rajya Sabha to Members of Parliament,

XVII) Identity Cards with photographs issued by the Sedeg¢ of the Legislative
Assembly / Legislative Council to MLAS/MLCs,
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XVI)  Job cards issued under NREGA with photographsdssun or before the
date of election notification for the local bodyncerned),

XIX) Health insurance Scheme Cards with photographsigivjnof Labour’'s
Scheme,(issued on or before the date of electidfiaadion for the local
body concerned)

XX) Pattadar passbooks containing photographs (issued before the date of
election notification for the local body concerned)

Every voter has to be identified by any one ofdbeve documents before he is allowed
to vote.

28. CHALLENGE TO THE IDENTITY OF A VOTER

As stated above, one of the main duties of theirmgplhgent is to help the Presiding
Officer to detect and prevent impersonation of kt@&he polling agent is therefore, entitled to
challenge the identity of a person who comes aeter\f he has personal knowledge that the
person claiming to be that voter is not the samieque The polling agents should not, however,
make in indiscriminate challenges as this would anthe smooth process of the poll leading to
delay in which case some voters, including the supps of his own candidate, might get tired

and leave the queue without voting.

29. LIST OF DEAD, ABSENT AND ALLEGEDLY SUSPICIOUS VOTERS

It is expected that a polling agent will have whtim a copy of the electoral roll and also
a list of the names of the dead, absent and allggespicious voters which might have been
prepared by the candidate or his party. A copyhef list should be supplied to the Presiding
Officer also. If any person claims to be a voteogdname is mentioned in that list, the polling
agent should draw the Presiding Officer’'s attentmthat fact. This will not amount to a formal
challenge. The Presiding Officer will check thatqma's identity.
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30. FORMAL CHALLENGE TO VOTER.S IDENTITY

If the Presiding Officer disregards the list, fhaling agent may formally challenge the

identity of the person provided he is satisfied tha person concerned is impersonating a voter.

Even if the name of a voter is not mentioned Ha &bove list of dead, absent and
allegedly suspicious voters, but a polling agerst parsonal knowledge that the person claiming
to be the voter is not the real voter, the pollagent may formally challenge that person's

identity.

Every person whose name is entered in the ebdatolt is entitled to vote at the election
and a person claiming to be a voter and giving thet name and producing the requisite
documents and other details correctly is normalgspmed to be that voter. Therefore, the
polling agents are advised to challenged the itdeofi a voter only when they are sure about

their identity of the person challenged.
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31. CHALLENGE FEE

The Presiding Officer will not entertain any chalje by a polling agent, until the
challenger pays him Rs.5 (Rupees five only) in casfter the amount has been paid, the
Presiding Officer will furnish a receipt therefdethe challenger in the form prescribed by the

State Election Commission.

32. SUMMARY INQUIRY INTO A CHALLENGE

When the identity of an elector is formally clealjed by a polling agent, the Presiding
Officer will warn the person challenged about tlemadty for personation, read out the relevant
entry in the electoral roll in full and ask him wher he is the person referred to in that entry,
enter his name and address in the list of challgnrgées inForm — XXI (Annexure-XXVI) and
ask him to sign or affix his thumb impression tlwerelf the person challenged refuses to do so,
the Presiding Officer will not allow him to vote.

After the Presiding Officer has completed theiestin the list of challenged votes and
obtained the signature or thumb impression of tesqn challenged in the relevant column in
the said list, he will ask the challenger to praelegidence to show that the person challenged is
not the voter that he claims to be. If the chalEnfails to adduce prima facie evidence in
support of his challenge, the Presiding Officer witallow the challenge and allow the person
challenged to vote. If the challenger succeedsaking out a prima facie case that the person
challenged is not the voter in question, the Pnegi®fficer will call upon the latter to produce
evidence to rebut the challenge, i.e., to proveltkds the voter he claims to be. In the course of
the inquiry the Presiding Officer is free to asamrtthe true facts by putting to the person
challenged any questions necessary for the puigfasstablishing his identity and require him to
answer him on oath. He may also take evidence pfpanson whom he thinks to be helpful in
his inquiry like the village officer, the neighbsuof the voter in question or any other person
present. While taking such evidence he may adreinisath to the person challenged or any
other person offering to give evidence.
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After the completion of the inquiry, if the Presidi Officer considers that the challenge
has not been established, he should allow the peasallenged to vote. Where, however, he
considers that the challenge has been established®residing Officer shall debar the person
challenged from voting. In that case the Presiddfficer has also been instructed to hand over
the person concerned to the police man on dutythegevith a complaint addressed to the SHO
of Police Station in the jurisdiction of which tpelling station falls for prosecution of the person

concerned for committing the offence of personation

33. RETURN OF FORFEITURE OF CHALLENGE FEE

After the inquiry is over, the Presiding Officerll return the challenge fee of Rs.5/- to
the challenger after taking his receipt in the appate column in the list of challenged votes,
referred to abov@Annexure XXVI) and on the counterfoil of the relevant receipthie receipt
book.

Where, however, the Presiding Officer is of tipn@n that the challenge was frivolous
or was not made in good faith, he will forfeit tbleallenge fee to the government and will not

return it to the challenger.

34. CLERICAL AND PRINTING ERRORS IN THE ELECTORAL R OLLS TO BE
OVERLOOKED

The particulars in respect of a voter as enteredhan electoral roll are sometime
incorrectly printed or have become out of date,doample, the age of the voter. The polling
agent should overlook mere clerical or printingoesrin any entry relating to a voter and should

not raise objection about such voter, if he is otiee satisfied about the identify of that voter.

35. ELIGIBILITY OF VOTER NOT TO BE QUESTIONED

Every person whose name is entered in the markeyl afothe electoral roll is entitled to

vote at the election. So long as there is no dthéidentity of such person, no question can be

55



raised by a polling agent at the polling statiofolethe Presiding Officer about the eligibility of
such a person to be registered as a voter.

36. PRECAUTIONS AGAINST VOTING BY UNDER AGE VOTERS

As stated above, the eligibility of a person @avoter whose name is included in the
electoral roll cannot be questioned or enquired byt the Presiding Officer at the polling station.
However, if the Presiding Officer is prima facidisfed about the identity of a voter and also
about the fact of inclusion of his name in the &lead roll, but considers such person to be below
the minimum voting age. The Presiding Officer sluddtain a declaration in a prescribed form

from the person concerned about his age.
The polling agents may bring to the notice of Bresiding Officer such cases of voters
whose names are included in the electoral rolMdut seem to be much below the voting age so

that the Presiding Officer may take action in respé such voters as mentioned above.

37. APPLICATION OF INDELIBLE INK

The left forefinger of every elector about whadentity the Presiding Officer or the
Polling Officer, as the case may be, is satisfiealldoe marked with indelible ink. This will be

done by the Second Polling Officer.

The application of indelible ink is a vital safegd against personation and to ensure that
the same voter does not vote more than once. Ielgjor refuses to allow his left forefinger to
be inspected or marked with indelible ink or he &lasady such a mark on his left forefinger, or

he does any act with a view to removing the inkknhe shall not be allowed to vote.

The left forefinger of the voter should be markeéth indelible ink soon after his identity
is verified by the First Polling Officer and befdnes signature of thumb impression is obtained
on the counterfoil of the ballot paper. The undedypurpose of this instruction is that there

should be a sufficient time gap for the indelildk to dry and leave a proper indelible mark on
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the voter's forefinger before he leaves the poliitagion. His forefinger should again be checked
before he leaves the polling station in order tofyehat there is a clear indelible ink mark on
the finger. If the voter has wiped off the ink drete is no proper ink mark visible, his left

forefinger should again be marked with indeliblk.in

38. ISSUE OF BALLOT PAPERS

Under the law, before a ballot paper is issuedrioelector whose identity has been
established, his signature or thumb impression &igabbtained on the counterfoil of the ballot
paper. If any elector refuses to put his signaturéhumb impression on the counterfoil of the

ballot paper, no ballot paper shall be issuedt. hi

39. MAINTAINS OF SECRECY OF VOTING BY ELECTORS:

Every elector who is permitted to vote shall maimtabsolute secrecy of voting within
the polling station. He should strictly observe phescribed voting procedure. If he refuses, after
warning given by the Presiding Officer, to obsettve voting procedure, the Presiding Officer or
a Polling Officer under the direction of the PrasgdOfficer shall not allow such elector to vote

and the ballot paper issued to him shall be talesk land cancelled by the Presiding Officer.

All such cancelled ballot papers shall not beriggkinto the ballot box, but shall be kept

separately by the Presiding Officer in a coverdcspecifically provided for the purpose.

40. VOTING BY BLIND OR INFIRM VOTERS:

If the Presiding Officer is satisfied that owing blindness or any physical infirmity a
voter is unable to recognize the symbols on the&obphper or to record his vote on it without
assistance he will permit the voter to take withm lan adult companion of not less than 18 years
into the voting compartment for recording the vote his behalf and in accordance with his
wishes. But the illiteracy of voter is not a suffist cause for giving him assistance of a

companion to record vote on his behalf. No perswail e permitted to act as the companion of
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more than one elector at any polling station oa $lame day. The person acting as such
companion is required to make a declaration ines@ibed form to the effect that he will keep
secret the vote recorded by him on behalf of tleetel and that he has not already acted as a

companion of any other elector at any polling statn that day.

41. TENDERED VOTES:

It may happen that a person representing himsdiéta particular elector comes forward
to vote after some other person has already vateslieh elector. In that case if the Presiding
Officers satisfied about the identity of such pessto be real voter after necessary questioning,
the Presiding Officer will permit him to vote by ares of tendered ballot papers. For that
purpose the Presiding Officer will make necessartyyein the list of tendered votdsorm
XXIV. (Annexure XXVII) and obtain the signature or thumb impression efvbter therein.
The voter will be supplied with a ballot paper whighall be serially the words “Tendered ballot
paper” will be stamped or written on its back. Télector will record his vote on the tendered
ballot paper by placing a mark by means of thevarrmss mark rubber stamp which is used for
marking ballot papers. Such tendered ballot pagiégr it is marked by the voter in the voting
compartment and folded, shall be placed by theidiresOfficer separately in a cover specially
kept for the purpose and shall not be insertedtimdallot box.

42. REFUSAL TO VOTE:

If a voter, after receiving the ballot paper does wish to vote, he may return it to the
Presiding Officer without marking it. The ballotps and the counterfoil of such ballot paper
will be cancelled by writing on it the words “reted cancelled”. If any elector has marked a
ballot paper wrongly — marked it in favour of orendidate in the first instance and on second
through wishes to vote in favour of another canida or spoilt it and returned it to the
presiding officer he will be given another ballepgr. In every such case the voter should satisfy
the Presiding Officer of his inadvertence. Thedigbaper so returned and the counterfoil of such
ballot paper shall be marked “spoilt cancelled”’eBwvelector to whom a ballot paper has been

issued shall maintain secrecy of voting within plodling station and for that purpose observe the

58



voting procedure discussed earlier. If an eleatowhom ballot paper has been issued refuses,
after warning given by the Presiding Officer, tesetve the procedure the ballot paper issued to
him will, whether he has recorded his vote thereomot, be taken back from him by the
Presiding Officer or a Polling Officer under theedition of the Presiding Officer. After the
Presiding Officer has taken it back, he will recom the back of such ballot paper and on its
counterfoil the words “cancelled”- voting procedwielated”. The vote, if any, recorded on such

ballot paper will not be counted.

43. CLOSE OF POLL — VOTING OF PERSONS PRESENT AT CLOSING HOUR:

The Presiding Officer will close the polling stati at the hour fixed in that behalf and
will not thereafter admit any elector into the pail station. But all elector present at the polling
station before it is closed will be allowed to ctir votes even if for that purpose the polliag i
to be continued beyond the specified closing hbor.the above purpose, the presiding officer
will distribute to all voters, who are standingthre queue and waiting to vote at the specified
closing hours, slips signed by him in full and akyi numbered from S.NO.1 onwards. He will
not thereafter allow any person to join the queng f@r ensuring this he has been instructed to
start distribution of the above slips to such vetieom the tail end of the queue and proceeding
backward toward its head.

44. PREPARATION OF BALLOT PAPER ACCOUNT:

After the close of poll, the Presiding Officer exquired to prepare under rule 52 conduct
of elections rules, 2006 a ballot paper accounthefballot papers used at the polling station,

Such account shall be prepared in part | of FornyXxXX

45. SUPPLY OF ATTESTED COPIES OF BALLOT PAPER ACCOUNT TO POLLING
AGENTS:

Under the said rule 52, every Presiding Officealgo required to furnish to every polling
agent present at the close of the poll, a trustattlecopy of the ballot paper account as prepared
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by him in Form XXV, after obtaining a receipt frahmse polling agents. Copies of the accounts

should be furnished to every polling agent preseat without his asking for it.

46. ACCOUNT OF PAPER SEALS:

The Presiding Officer should also keep a correcbant of the paper seals supplied to
him for use at the polling station and the papeaissactually used by him for sealing and
securing the ballot boxes. Such account shall bmtaiaed by him in the form specifically
prescribed for the purpose by the commission wischgiven in the Handbook for Presiding
Officers.

The Presiding officer should allow the candidaiesheir polling agents present to note

down the serial numbers of paper seals so supfadragse and actually used.

47. DECLARATION TO BE MADE AT THE CLOSE OF POLL:

In order to ensure that above mentioned requiresneitule 52 regarding furnishing of
copies of ballot paper account to polling agents falfilled by the Presiding Officer, the
commission has devised a declarati@gmnexure XXV) which will be made by the Presiding

Officer at the close of poll.

48. CLOSING OF BALLOT BOX AFTER POLL:

At the close of poll, the ballot boxes will be iesped for verifying —

(i) that the slit for insertion of ballot papers idlsipen;

(i) that the paper seal or other seals on each bointae after the seal cover or the
window cover, as the case may be, has been opened,;

(iithat the slit for insertion of ballot papers thereafter effectively closed and cannot be
opened again; and

(iv)that the seal cover or the window cover as the oasgebe, is secured and sealed with

the Presiding officer’s seals.
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It is not necessary for any polling agent to pstgeal for fixing the window cover or the
slit cover. This seal is not vital and it does nwtter even if it gets accidentally damaged or
broken so long as the paper seal inside is ingsftér closing and securing the ballot box or
boxes used at the polling station the Presidingc&ffwill run a ribbon or tape on the four sides
of the box lengthwise and breadth wise crossing ettter on the lid passing under the handle, if
there is one, and tie the knot firmly and seallthet on a piece of thick paper or cardboard with
his seal. The polling agents present may affixrtbeals or their signature if they so desire. After
this, the ballot box or boxes will be either.
(a) placed in a strong canvass bag with provision fosing it with a strong
rope or other locking arrangement and the bag dlesel sealed by the
Presiding Officer; or

(b) wrapped with a new cloth which shall be sewn ardstams sealed by the
Presiding Officers.

In either, case the polling agents may affix tiseials, if they so desire.

49. SEALING OF ELECTION PAPERS:

Each candidate or his election agent or his pplagent who is present at the polling

station may affix the seals on the envelops anéigiacontaining the following documents;

(@ the unused ballot papers with counterfoils;

(i) the tendered ballot papers and list of tenderedsvotForm XXIV (Annexure
XXVII) ;

(i)  the returned and other cancelled ballot papers;

(iv)  the marked copy of the electoral roll;

(V) the signed but unused ballot papers with countsrfiany the list of challenged
votes

(vi)  the list of challenged votes;

(vii)  the ballot papers cancelled for violation of votprgcedure;

(viii)  the counterfoils of used ballot papers; and
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(ix)  any other papers that the Returning Officer hasctidd to be kept in a sealed
packet.

It is your interest to advise your polling agentféix their seals on those packets so that

complaints regarding tampering can be avoided.

50. CUSTODY OF BALLOT BOXES:

After the completion of poll in a constituency thallot boxes will be taken to the place
of storage and kept in safe custody under propardgtill they are taken to the counting place.
You will be informed in advance by the Returningja&r about the programme and route of the
collection parties that will be sent by him for tbellection of the polled ballot boxes from the
polling stations and for bringing them to placestdrage. If you want, you may ask your agents
to accompany those collection parties. You will keer have to make your own arrangement
for their transport as they would not be allowedravel in the official vehicle. If you like you
may also post an agent to keep watch at the plaeeerthe ballot boxes are kept, and the agent
will be allowed to affix his seals on the doors amddows of the building in which the boxes
are stored in addition to the seal that may bexedfiby the Returning Officer. In case the
candidate or his election agent is not himselfipgtup such seals, to enable the verification of
his identity. After all the ballot boxes have beegceived and stored and the room has been
locked, no one will be allowed to go in until theming of the day fixed for counting. If during
the interval, the room is to be opened for somsaes, the Returning officer will inform the
candidate and open the room in their presencerantediately after the purpose for which the
room is opened has been served, the candidatebrépresentatives will be again allowed to
seal the doors and windows. A log book will alsorbaintained in order that a full record is

available of persons entering the room, the purpbsee visit, time of entry, time of exist etc,..

51. ADJOURNED POLL:

If there is a riot or open violence at the pollstgtion or a natural calamity like severe

storm, heavy snowfall or the like or some otkafficient cause, the Presiding Officer will
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adjourn the poll. A passing shower of rain or styamnd would not be sufficient cause for

adjournment of poll. The adjourned poll will be ¢theln a date and at the time and place to fixed
by the Returning Officer with the prior approvaltbé State Election Commission. The counting
of the votes in the territorial constituency wilbthcommence until adjourned poll has been

completed.

Where the poll has been adjourned at a pollintpstainder the provision of section 225
B, the adjourned poll will recommence from the stad which it was stopped immediately
before the adjournment i.e., the electors who haet already voted before the poll was
adjourned will alone be permitted to vote at thgpahed poll. The Presiding Officer of the
polling station, at which such adjourned poll faken, will be provided with the sealed packets
containing (i) the marked copy of the electoral.r(l) stitched bundles of ballot papers with
their counterfoils, and (iii) counterfoils of usedllot papers received earlier from the Presiding
Officer of the polling station concerned at whi¢te tpoll was adjourned, and also a new ballot

box.

Before the commencement of the poll, the sealettgia containing the marked copy of
the electoral roll and stitched bundles of ballapgrs will be reopened by the Presiding Officer
in the presence of the candidates or their agehts may be present at the polling station and
this very marked copy for the electoral roll andgé very bundles of ballot papers will be used
for adjourned poll. If a bundle is previously ussdy partly that bundle need not be opened for

use and fresh unused bundles only will be used.
The sealed packet containing counterfoils of bglapers which were before the poll was
adjourned will not be reopened, unless it beconmesveidable to do so in order to decide any

case of an elector who is to be issued a tendezkat paper.

The provision of rules 32 to 52 will apply to thenduct of an adjourned poll as they

apply to the poll before it was so adjourned.
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52. FRESH POLL.:

If any ballot box used at a polling station-
0] has been unlawfully taken away by unauthorigexson; or

(i) has been accidentally or intentionally des&dyor lost or damaged or tampered
with and the Returning Officer is satisfied that tlesult of the poll at that polling
station cannot be ascertained for that reason; or

(i) any error or irregularity in procedure adlileely to vitiate the poll is committed at
a polling station;
The Returning officer will report the facts to tlsate Election Commission and the
District Election Authority. After considering ahe material circumstances, the State Election

Commission, will if necessary

(1) declare the poll at that polling station tovzed; and
(i) formally fix the date and hours for fresh pahd notify it.

On receiving intimation from the State Electionn@oission, the Returning Officer will
inform the contesting candidates or their elecagents of the date, time and place fixed for the
fresh poll and affix a notice on his notice boaddifying the date and hours so fixed. Also he
would announce by beat of drum or otherwise ingblting area concerned the place, the date

and hours so fixed.

53. FRESH POLL OR COUNTERMANDING OF ELECTION IN CAS E OF BOOTH
CAPTURING:

Under section 231 of APPR Act, 1994, if booth capg (as defined in section 224) has
taken place at a polling station in such a manmat the result of the poll of that polling station
cannot be ascertained, the Returning Officer sfathwith report the matter to the State
Election Commission. On receipt of that reporinfrthe Returning Officer, the State Election
Commission shall, after taking all material circtiamees into account, either (i) declared the
poll at that polling station to be void and diraciresh poll to be taken on a date to be appointed
by it, or (ii) countermand the election if it istisfied that in view of the large number of polling

station involved in booth capturing the resultté election is likely to be affected.
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If the Commission directs fresh poll to be takenaay polling station, the Returning
Officer will proceed for taking such fresh poll atcordance with the instructions contained in

the preceding paragraph.

If the election is countermanded by the Commissaanaccount of booth capturing, all
proceeding for that election will commence a new ariresh notification calling for the election

will be issued in due course.
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CHAPTER - Xl

COUNTING OF VOTES

1. INTRODUCTORY:

Counting of votes is the last major step towah#s dulmination of the election process.
It is in the correct and proper counting of vothattthe true choice of the electorate finds
expression and it is on the basis of such ascentih of their true choice that their chosen
representative is declared elected. Thereforeintpertance of the process of counting of votes
hardly needs to be emphasized.

Under the law, counting of votes is to be donedrsyynder the supervision and direction
of the Returning Officer in the presence of thedidates and their agents. The law authorizes

the Assistant Returning Officer also to undertdieedounting of votes.

2. LEGAL PROVISIONS:

The legal provisions of counting of votes are give Rule 56 of Conduct of Election
Rules, 2006. Rule 56(2) stipulates that the pdstilibt paper shall be counted first. Rule 56 (7)
(c) stipulates that subject to such general origpéaections, if any, as may be given by the
State Election Commission, the ballot papers sballcounted after mixing them territorial

constituency-wise.

3. DATE, PLACE AND TIME OF COUNTING:

(1) The State Election Commission will fix the el@nd time for counting of votes in the
election schedule appended to the election ndiifica The date and time of counting is
common for all MPTCs and ZPTCs.

(2) The Returning Officer will give notice in wnitg to each candidate or his election
agent about the date, place and time of countiegsttone week before the date fixed for poll in
the territorial constituency in the form prescribeddnnexure XXVIII . If for any unavoidable
reason if he is unable to proceed with the countinghe date or time or at the place fixed and
communicate to the candidates, he can postponeotnging and fix another date or time or if

necessary another place for counting of votes whth prior approval of the State Election
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Commission. He should give notice of every chamgeriting to each candidate or his election

agent.

(3) In case of adjournment of poll at any or soroliqy stations Sections 225 B, 225 C
and 231 of the APPR Act, 1994, the counting of sateall not commence till the adjourned poll

is completed.

4. PLACE OF COUNTING
The counting of votes for all MPTCs in the Man@ahja Parishad and ZPTC of that

mandal should be done at one place. The counfimgptes of ZPTCs may be done under the

supervision of the Assistant Returning Officers @@med as they are legally competent to take
up counting and also because only one Returningéffs appointed for all ZPTCs in a Zilla

Praja Parishad who cannot supervise counting trdift places.

5. NUMBER OF COUNTING TABLES

The size of the counting hall, in most cases, @eliermine the number of counting tables

at which the votes can be counted simultaneously.

The number of counting tables for a Mandal may Qeivalent to total number of
MPTCs in that Mandal plus one table for the Retuyr®fficer..

6. NUMBER OF COUNTING AGENTS
Each candidate should be allowed to appoint asynwunting agents as there are

counting tables and one more to watch the couririge Returning Officer’s table.

7. LETTERS OF APPOINTMENT OF COUNTING AGENTS
(@) A candidate may appoint all his counting agentsabgingle letter in Form XIliI

suitably modified. In that case, all the agentsusthalso have signed the letter in token of
their acceptance of the appointment and should #ign declaration later in your

presence.
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(b) The contesting candidates shall furnish a list olinting agents with their
photographs from all the contesting candidates 9@ hours on the day two days prior
to the date fixed for counting of votes. On furmghof such list with photographs, the
photo identity cards of the counting agents shdueldssued to the contesting candidates
by the Returning Officer. On the date of countirfgvotes only those counting agents
who are holding the identity cards will be allowetside the counting hall. All the
contesting candidates and political parties shdoddinformed well in advance of the

aforesaid arrangements.

8. SEATING ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE COUNTING AGENTS

The seating arrangements of the counting agentamdidates is made at the counting

tables by the following categories of priority:-

I. Candidates of recognised National / State pgrtie

ii. Candidates of registered political parties watheserved symbol;

ii. Candidates of registered- political partiegivaut a reserved symbol
v Independent candidates.

9. BADGES FOR COUNTING AGENTS
Each counting agent may have a badge indicatihngses agent he is and the serial

number of the table at which he will watch the dom Each counting agent should affix his
signature in full on the badge immediately aftdras been issued to him. He should keep seated
near the table allotted to him and should not mad to move about all over the hall. The extra
counting agent may sit and watch the proceeding®at table. However, as far as possible in
order to avoid overcrowding at Returning Officeable, only one person whether the candidate
himself or his election agent or his counting aggmtuld be present at a time at that table on

behalf of a contesting candidate.

The candidates and their election agents wifrée to go round to any part of the hall. In
the absence of both the candidate and his eleagent, his extra counting agent at Returning

Officers table may be allowed to go round to anyg pathe hall.
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10. PERSONS ALLOWED IN THE COUNTING HALL:
Only the following persons can be allowed ingtake counting hall

I. counting supervisors and counting assistants;
. persons authorised by the State Election Corsiois
ii. public servants on duty in connection with tlection; and

\2 candidates, their election agents and courdgents.

Before counting begins see that no one elsestsepit in the room.

You should note that expression of 'public sen@ntduty' in connection with election
does not normally include police officers; suchicdfs whether in uniform or in plain clothes
should not, as a general rule, be allowed to d@ntede the counting hall, unless the Returning
Officer decide to call them in for the maintenammédaw and order or some similar purpose.
Their presence in the counting hall without any petiing reason has on occasions given rise to
complaints by some candidates or parties who hbegea that their agents has been overawed

by an unnecessary show of force.

You should also note that the above expressioni@aétvant on duty in connection with
election does not include the Ministers, State Btamns and Deputy Ministers of the Union and
the States. They cannot be allowed to be appoaeslection agents or counting agents as they

have to be escorted by their security guards whanoé be allowed entry into the counting hall.

You should note that no counting agents is to bmiteld into the place fixed for
counting, unless he has delivered to the Returiffiger the second copy of his appointment
letter in Form XIII after duly completing and sigwg the declaration contained therein, and has
been issued by the Returning Officer an authootystich entry. Similarly the election agents of
the candidates may also be asked to produce testedtduplicate copy of their appointment

letters.

Entry of persons will be strictly regulated as dethabove. No unauthorised person will
be allowed to enter the place of counting in amgurnstance.

[N.B. No security personnel accompanying the candidatéseir agents should be permitted to
enter the counting hall.]
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11 COMMENCEMENT OF COUNTING - WARNING ABOUT MAINTEN ANCE OF
SECRECY

The Returning Officer will commence the countingtla¢ hour fixed for the purpose.
Everyone present in the counting hall will be insted to maintain secrecy of vote. For that
purpose, the Returning Officer shall read out thavisions of section 217 of the APPR Act,
1994 (Annexure - XXIX) to bring it to the notice of everyone.

12. COUNTING OF VOTES RECEIVED BY POST

Under Rule 56 of Conduct of Election Rules, 2006 postal ballot papers are to be
counted first. The Returning Officer should firgtadi with the postal ballot papers.

Covers in Form XIX containing postal ballot papegceived after the hour fixed for the
commencement of the counting of votes should naigemed. They should be rejected and kept

in a separate packet and sealed, noting therecapirepriate particular.

The covers in Form XIX received in time should pemed one after another. As each
cover is opened, the Returning Officer should take the declaration in Form XVII and the
cover in Form XVIII and scrutinize the declaratiolf.the declaration in Form XVII is not found
in the cover or the declaration has not been digpesl and or not attested by an officer
competent to do so or is otherwise substantialfgad®e or if the serial number of ballot paper
appearing in the declaration is different from #eeial number on the cover in Form XVIII the
cover containing the postal ballot paper should ®topened but the ballot paper should be
rejected. Each such rejected cover should be eadi@stably and the declaration and the cover
should be placed in the cover in Form XIX. All ttieclarations in Form XVII which have been
found to be in order, should then be kept in sdépgracket in order to ensure that the secrecy of

the postal ballot is kept inviolate.

Thereafter the covers in Form XVIII should be opkbyg the Returning Officer one after
another and the validity of the ballot papers soizegd and decisions arrived at. A postal ballot
paper should be rejected.

I if no vote is recorded thereon; or
Ii. if votes are given on it in favour of more cahates than one; or
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iii. if it is a spurious ballot papers; or

V. if it is so damaged or mutilated that its idgnas a genuine ballot paper cannot be
established; or

V. if it is not returned in the cover sent alonghwit to the elector by you; or

Vi. if the mark indicating the vote is placed oe thallot paper in such a manner as to
make it doubtful to which candidate the vote hasnbgiven; or

vii.  if it bears any mark (other than the marke&gard to vote) or writing by which the

voter can be identified.

There is no particular mark required by law to bedmby a voter to indicate his vote on
a postal ballot paper. Any mark can be acceptedhbd so long as it has been so made and so
placed on the ballot paper that the intention efuthter to vote for a particular candidate is clear
beyond any reasonable doubt. Thus, a mark made hemgwin the space allotted to that
candidate should be taken as a valid vote in fawbuhe candidate concerned. Again a vote
recorded on a postal ballot paper should not bectejl merely on the ground that the mark
indicating the vote is indistinct or made more tlwace, if the intention that the vote should be

for a particular candidate clearly appears fromvilag the ballot paper is marked.

The valid votes should then be counted and eactiidatie credited with the votes given
to him. The total number of postal votes receivgdelach candidate should then be calculated,
entered in the Result Sheet in Form XXVI agAmnexure — XXX) in the appropriate place and

announced for the information of the candidates.

13. GETTING THE BALLOT BOXES ETC., TO THE COUNTING TABLES:

In counting of votes, the Returning Officer shopleceed strictly according to
the serial numbers of the polling stations. Tlsatoi say, he should begin the initial counting
with the ballot boxes of the polling station in thkler of their serial number in the Mandal. The
votes in the boxes of different polling stations d# got counted simultaneously by different
batches at different tables, The scene thus sétif@l counting, get all ballot boxes relating t
polling stations for first round and place themtha counting tables. The ballot paper account

and paper seal account relating to the respectilimg stations is kept on the tables concerned.
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14. CHECKING OF SEALS OF BALLOT BOXES:

Before a ballot box is opened, allow the countiggras and the candidates present to check and

satisfy themselves that the seals on the box gaetiand have not been tampered with.

15. CANDIDATES AND AGENTS ENTITLED TO CHECK IDENTIT Y MARKS AND
PAPER SEALS:

As each ballot box is opened, allow every candidaténis counting agent present to
check the identity of the box with reference to, -

(i) the identity marks on the paper seal, and
Gy the serial number of the paper seal.

16. COMPARISON OF SERIAL NUMBER OF PAPER SEALS:

Where the paper seals are used and they are nuinlleeeserial number on the paper seal of
each box should be compared with the number givethé paper seal account sent by the
Presiding Officer. The counting agents of the cdatlis, if they so desire, are allowed to note
these numbers. If the Returning Officer finds iry amase, the number noted in the paper seal
account and the number of the paper seal actualigd on a box do not tally, there would be
prima facie suspicion that the ballot box has be@mpered with or that the paper seal account
contains a mistake. The question is decided by rRiety Officer, after checking the serial
number of the unused paper seals returned by tlesidirg Officer and other relevant

circumstances. If Returning officer finds it to &ease of mistake, the discrepancy be ignored.

If the paper seals are found to have been tampathdn any box in such a way that the
box is no longer secure and its contents are capdlileing interfered with, and if the Returning
Officer is further satisfied that the box has, actfbeen tampered with, he should not open the
box or bring out its contents. He shall re-sealldbe without counting, wrap it up with tape or in
cloth or gunny and keep it apart. He shall reploet facts to the District Election Authority and
on receipt of the orders of the State Election Cagnion for a re-poll, arrange for a re-poll in

the Polling Station concerned.

72



17. OPENING OF BALLOT BOXES AND ELECTION COVERS:

(a) After the identity of the ballot boxes from a podi station has been checked in the
manner detailed above and found to be in order,ctireents of the ballot boxes
should be taken out for counting. Covers contaitimggtendered ballot papers should
not be opened.

(b) The counting agents are allowed to satisfy thenesetiaat all the ballot papers have
been taken out from the boxes and that they areyebefore the boxes are taken
away from the counting tables.

(c) The counting assistants should be careful tolsgenb ballot paper goes astray while

being handled by them.

18. BROAD GUIDELINES FOR UNDERTAKING COUNTING OF VO TES IN CASE OF
SIMULTANEOUS ELECTION TO ZPTCS AND MPTCS:

(2) In case of simultaneous election to MPTCs aRd@&s, the number of counting tables for
a Mandal may be equivalent to number of MPTCs &t tdandal Plus one for the returning
Officer.

(2) Counting of each Mandal shall be done in a ipéehall. If one hall is not sufficient to
accommodate the required number of tables, twacadjehalls can be used. In such a case, one
additional table for the Asst. Returning Officer yriae kept in the second hall. Further, the
Collector & District Election Authority, if he/shgo desires, may appoint one or more separate

Asst. Returning Officer for the purpose of counting

3 First there will be initial count of all the tes polled. During initial counting, the ballot
papers of MPTCs and ZPTCs will be separated angllilébe sorted into bundle of 25 ballot
papers without opening the fold and the total hgdlpers available in the box for MPTC as well
as ZPTC will be counted and the same will be t@liath the number given in the ballot paper
account and the particulars of the counting willdogered in the relevant columns in the ballot
paper account. During the initial count one MPT@n§&lituency will be counted in each side.
Thus, if there are three polling booths in one MPT@ initial counting will be completed in

three rounds.
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(4) Thereafter, the ZPTC ballot papers will be gaofor the entire ZPTC constituency and
will be kept in a drum or box for the purpose oking near the election officers table. Similarly,
the MPTC ballot papers from all the polling staidan a MPTC will be polled together for the

purpose of mixing in a separate drum.

(5) After the stage of mixing is over, the procegactual counting will start simultaneously
for MPTC and ZPTC. 50% of the counting tables Wwélearmarked for counting of ZPTC ballot
papers. Each table will be supplied with 1000diglapers for counting in each round.

(6) The remaining 50% of counting tables will benearked for counting of MPTC ballot
papers. As soon as counting of one MPTC is owerrésult sheet will be checked and approved
by the Returning Officer and result declared. €haéer, counting of another MPTC will be
taken up on the same table. Thus, each table daecthéor MPTC counting will count votes for
two MPTCs, unless the counting hall is so big aadcommodate one counting table for each

MPTC in addition to separate tables for countirgyhihllot papers of ZPTCs.

(7 The above instructions are only broad guidslin&he District Election Authority, may
increase the number of tables depending on theespaailable and the number of contesting

candidates and may take up simultaneous countiat MPTCs as well as ZPTCs.

Detailed procedure for counting where votes are caued by mixing of ballot papers:

Under the system, the counting of votes of Memb#?TC and Member, ZPTC is done
in two stages. In the first stage, all the baplapers of Member, MPTC (white colour) and
member, ZPTC (pink colour) contained in the ballok or boxes used at a polling station are
taken out and sorted out. The ballot papers of MEMMPTC shall be retained on MPTC
counting tables and the ballot papers of Membeil,ZBhall be passed on in a tray to the table
meant for counting of Member, ZPTC ballot papdrsno case the ballot paper should be taken
outside to counting h all. The total number ofldtapapers of Member, MPTC and Member,
ZPTC in the box or boxes at the polling statioassertained separately. This number shall tally
with the ballot paper account of Member, MPTC anemier, ZPTC of the Polling Station as

recorded by the Polling Officer concerned.
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At the time of the initial counting, the ballot pap, with the vertical fold intact, are made
up into bundles of 25 for convenience of counting aach bundle is kept together by means of
rubber bands tied at both ends. If at the end @fititial counting, the number of ballot papers
left in the box or boxes used at a polling stat®less than 25, then they are made into a separate
bundle and kept apart in a separate tray. All thvedbes containing the full number of 25 ballot
papers will be placed inside a big drum or othereptacle. The above procedure will be
followed in respect of ballot box or boxes use@\ary polling station and this procedure may
be adopted simultaneously at the various countaibtes. After the full bundles of ballot papers
from all the ballot boxes used at all the pollingti®ns within a MPTC territorial constituency
have been placed in the drum or other receptdots; will be mixed together slowly with a
wooden ladle or other instrument with a smoothaefso that no ballot paper is damaged or
spoiled in the process. The bundles containing tless 25 ballot papers will also be made up

into bundles of 25 ballot papers as far as possibteput inside the receptacle for mixing.

After the initial counting for the purpose of talig ballot paper account, in respect of all
polling stations has been completed and the bunofekallot papers have been mixed as
explained above, the second stage of countingdetgiled counting so as to scrutinise ballot
papers for their validity or otherwise, sorting iheout candidate-wise and counting them
candidate-wise to ascertain the result, is takerFop this purpose, 40 bundles, each containing
25 ballot papers, so as to make 1,000 ballot papelisbe taken at random from the drum or

receptacle and sent to each table for counting.

At the counting table, the said 1,000 ballot papenrstained in 40 bundles will be taken
up for detailed scrutiny and sorting candidate-wibee ballot papers contained in each bundle

will be scrutinised for determining their validity otherwise by taking each bundle one by one.

The above procedure for distribution of 1,000 Wapapers to each table and their
scrutiny and sorting and counting candidate-wisegx@lained above, will be repeated till all the
bundles of ballot papers in the big drum or recepteelating to a MPTC are distributed to the

counting tables and counted.
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Convention of taking of signatures of agents aftesry round, wherever followed, may
be continued.

The same procedure shall be adopted for mixing @mghting of ballot papers of
Member, MPTC and Member, ZPTC on the counting taleant for Member, MPTC and

Member, ZPTC separately.

19. GROUNDS FOR REJECTION OF BALLOT PAPERS :

The Returning Officer will scrutinise all doubtfahd apparently invalid votes and decide
in each case whether a particular vote is validpiin favour of which candidate or it is invalid
and if so to be rejected as such.

a) A ballot paper is rejected if -

)] if it bears any mark or writing by which the eter can be identified, or

i) if it bears no mark at all to indicate the vptebears a mark elsewhere
than on or near the symbols f one of the candidateshe face of the
ballot paper or, it bears a mark made otherwisa thith the instrument
supplied for the purpose, or

Iii) if votes are given on it in favour of more than @aadidate, or

Iv) if the mark indicating the vote thereon is placeduch manner as to make
it doubtful as to which candidate the vote has lygeen, or

V) if it is a spurious ballot paper, or

Vi) if it is so damaged or mutilated that its identity a genuine ballot paper
cannot be established, or

vii)  if it bears a serial number, or is of a designfedént from the serial
numbers, or, as the case may be, design, of the papers authorized for
use at the particular polling station, or

viii)  if it does not bear both the distinguishing markl éime signature which it
should have borne under the provisions of rule 45.

Provided that where the Returning Officer is satsfthat any such defect as is
mentioned in clause (vii) or clause (viii) has beansed by any mistake or failure on the part of
a Presiding Officer or Polling Officer, the ballmper shall not be rejected merely on the ground
of such defect:

b) The Returning Officer should endorse on eaclobpbhper which is rejected the word
"REJECTED", and the grounds of rejection in ablatad from either in his own hand or by

means of a rubber stamp and initial such endorsentefore finally rejecting any ballot paper,
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a reasonable opportunity is given to the candidatkis agent who desires to do so, to inspect
the ballot paper. You are not allowed to handle lzaliot paper physically.

The decision of the Returning Officer as to thédity of the ballot paper shall be final
subject to scrutiny and if necessary reversal oal@ction petition.
20. RECOUNT:

When the counting is completed, the Returningd@ffiwill record in the result sheet in
Form XXVI the total number of votes polled by ea@ndidate and announce the same. He will
then pause for a minute or two. If during thisipeérany candidate or, in his absence, his
election agent or any of the counting agents, &ska recount, the Returning Officer will get an
application in writing giving a reasonable time1d minutes . The Returning Officer will not
complete and sign the result sheet in Form XXVIewlan application for recount is made. You
should consider the grounds urged and decide theemarhe Returning Officer may allow the
application in whole or in part if it is reasonalolehe may reject it in toto if it appears to hion t
be frivolous or unreasonable. His decision willfimal, but in every case he will record a brief
statement of his reasons for each decision. l&niy case, he allows an application/applications
for recount/recounts either wholly or in part, h# ave the ballot papers counted over again in
accordance with his decision. After each recoas Ibeen completed, he will amend the result
sheet to the extent necessary and announce thedaraets so made by him. After the total
number of votes polled by each candidate has beeouaced by him he will complete and sign
the result sheet.

No candidate has a right to demand a recount #feeReturning Officer ahs completed

and signed the result sheet.

21. FINAL RESULT SHEET:

Final result sheet in Form XXVI in this systemamiunting by mixing of ballot papers is
different. The said Form XXVI is given ilnnexure XXX. In this form, first the total number
of ballot papers found in the ballot boxes willdlf®wn polling station-wise as ascertained at the
initial counting. Thereafter, when the second stafycounting is taken up, the result of round-
wise counting is shown in that Form.

22. PROCEDURE TO BE FOLLOWED IN CASE OF DESTRUCTION, LOSS, ETC., OF
BALLOT PAPERS BEFORE COMPLETION OF COUNTING:

Under section 225 D of the APPR Act, 1994, theéeSEection Commission is competent

to direct, after taking all material circumstang@® account the counting of votes to be stopped

and, if necessary, order fresh poll if it is repdrby the Returning Officer before completion of

the counting of votes that any ballot papers usedpmlling station have been —
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0] unlawfully taken out of his custody, or

(i) accidentally or intentionally destroyed or lost, or

(i)  damaged or tampered with, to such an extent treatdbult of the poll at the
polling station cannot be ascertained. If any sacbasion arises, you should
forthwith report full facts of the case to the $t&lection Commission and await
its directions in regard to the counting of votefignl at that polling station.

23. ADJOURNMENT OF COUNTING:

The Returning Officer shall proceed with the ciangtat each place continuously. In
case the Returning Officer has to suspend or adjthe counting before its completion for any
unavoidable reason, he shall seal up all the balégters in packets as also all other papers
relating to the election. He shall allow every didate or his agent, if he desires to do so, to

place his seal on every packet, etc, in which tipapers are kept.

24. COUNTING AFTER CONTINUATION POLL OR FRESHPO LL :

If any continuation poll or fresh poll has beerdhat a polling station, the Returning
Officer should fix the date, time and place for ©ting the votes recorded in such election as
directed by the State Election Commission and gntice of the same to every candidate or his
election agent. The Returning Officer shall notmiotihe votes cast at such election until such

continuation poll or fresh poll has been completed.

25. POWER OF OBSERVER TO STOP COUNTING:

Under section 232 A of the APPR Act, 1994, the ébsrs appointed by the State
Election Commission to watch the conduct of elett@mve the power to direct the Returning
Officer to stop the counting of votes at any tineddoe the declaration of result or not to declare
the result, if in their opinion booth-capturing Haken place at a large number of polling stations
or at the counting place or the ballot papers arawfully taken out of the custody of the
Returning Officer or are accidentally or intentibpalestroyed or lost or damaged or tampered
with. The election proceedings in such cases gralteed further in accordance with such
directions of the State Election Commission asalnssue on the reports of the Observers and

after taking all material circumstances into acd¢oun
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CHAPTER - XII
DECLARATION AND PUBLICATION OF RESULT OF ELECTION

1. EQUALITY OF VOTES

If two candidates contesting any seat happendorsehe highest number of votes and
their votes are equal in number, the result willdhto be declared by draw of lot.

Example — If in a territorial constituency, A, 8,and D are the contesting candidates and
the total number of votes they have secured islé&sifs:

A-12703

B-17567

C-17567

D-16394

A lot will be drawn between B and C who have eagalfep the highest number of votes
and which are equal. The name of whichever of tleednawn will be declared elected
treating as if the candidate on whom the lot falld received the additional vote (Rule 61 of
conduct of election rules).

2. DECLARATION OF RESULT

The Returning Officer shall declare in Form XX\{Annexure - XXXI) the
candidate to whom the largest number of votes baea polled to be elected for the
seat.

3. RETURN OF ELECTION

The Returning Officer should complete and certifg Returning of Election in Form
XXVIII under Rule 62 (1) (b) of conduct of electionles and send copies thereof to State
Election Commission, Election Authority and Distriglection Authority.

79



Any candidate or his agent, an application be p&chto take a copy of an extract of the

return of election in Form XXVII{Annexure - XXXII).

4. GRANT OF CERTIFICATE OF ELECTION

As soon as may be after a candidate has beerrel@clader rule 16 or, as the case may
be, under Rule 62 to have been elected, the Ratuificer shall grant such candidate a
certificate of election in Form XXIXAnnexure- XXXIII) and obtain from the candidate an

acknowledgement of its receipt duly signed by mmmediately.

5. PUBLICATION OF RESULT

The Returning Officer shall publish on the notimard in the office of the Mandal Praja
Parishad / Zilla Praja Parishad concerned a patitin signed by him stating the names of

the candidates duly elected as members.
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CHAPTER - Xl
ACCOUNTS OF ELECTION EXPENSES

1. STATUTORY PROVISION

Section 230-A of AP Panchayat Raj Act,1994 stimddhat every contesting candidates
at an election held under Andhra Pradesh Panclrajafct shall, either by himself or by his
election agent, keep a separate and correct acobaftitexpenditure incurred in connection with
election between the date on which the candidateazoed has been nominated and the date of

declaration of results of the election both daysusive.

Sub-section (2) of section 230-A stipulates that dccount of election expenditure shall

contain such particulars as may, by order, be pddiy the State Election Commission.

Sub-section 3 of section 230A empowers the StéetibBn Commission to specify the
ceiling limits on election expenditure to be imag by the candidates for various seats in
elections to Panchayat Raj Bodies. The maximumngellmits which can be incurred by the
candidate contesting elections to ZPTC & MPTC @mndm Panchayats shall be as specified by

the State Election Commission by notification.

Section 230B of AP Panchayat Raj Act, 1994, stifad that every contesting candidate
at an election shall, within 45 days from the dafteleclaration of result of election, lodge with
the District Election Authority an account of hie@ion expenses, which shall be a true copy of
the account kept by him or by his election agemteursection 230 A . The final return under the
sections shall be submitted by the contesting citels within 45 days from the date of
declaration of result to the District Election Aathy through MPDOs.

Under section 19 B of he APPR Act, 1994, the &thtection Commission is
empowered to disqualify a candidate from contesgilegtion for a period of 3 years for failure
to lodge an account of election expenses withintithe and in the manner required under the
said Act and in case the candidate is electeds halile for cessation of office for such failure.
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For the purpose of clarity, the explanations giwewler Section 230 A of AP PR Act,
1994 for the election expenses are reproduced below
Explanation-I.  Election expensesfor purpose of this Act shall mean all expenses in

connection with the election,-

(a) incurred, or authorized by the contesting candidatéy his election agent;

(b) incurred by any association, or body of persongycainy individual (other
than the candidate or his election agent) aimguiaahoting or procuring the

election of the candidate concerned; and

(c) incurred by any political party, by which thendidate is set up, so as to

promote or procure his election:

Provided that any expenses incurred by any pdlitmaty as part of its general
propaganda, (which is distinguishable from its gbeccampaign, for the promotion or
procuring the election of a particular candidals),words, either written or spoken, or
by signs or visible representations, or by audsual devises, or through print or
electronic media or otherwise shall not constitatection expenses’ for purposes of this
Act.

Explanation-11:- (1) For the removal of doubts, it is hereby deel that any expenses
incurred in respect of any arrangements made, itas| provided or any other act or thing
done by any person in the service of the Governmaedtbelonging to any of the classes
mentioned in clause (7) of section 211 in the @isgh or purported discharge of his official
duty as mentioned in the proviso to that clausellshat be deemed to be expenses in
connection with the election incurred or authorizgda candidate or by his election agent
for the purposes of this sub-section.

(2)  the account of election expenses shall contain pacticulars, as may by
order, be specified by the State Election Commmssio

(3) The total of the said expenses shall not exceed aomunt, as may by
order, be specified by the State Election Commmssio
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2. ORDERS ISSUED BY STATE ELECTION COMMISSION:
In exercise of the powers conferred under subme¢f?) of section 230-A of the APPR

Act, 1994, in supersesssion of the earlier instoast issued in the subject, the State Election
Commission, issued the followed orders in connectwth maintenance of election expenditure
in the ensuing elections to Panchayat Raj Bodiewder No.168/SEC- B1/2011 of 18.05.2011
(Copy enclosed a@nnexure - XXXIV)

1. Accounts to be in the proforma specified:-The day to day account of election
expenditure of the contesting candidates shall laentauined in Proforma |, and the
periodical abstract of election expenditure accalnatl be maintained in Proforma Il, by
each of the contesting candidate. These accofi®edion expenditure in the said two
proformas shall be submitted for scrutiny on demtmthe Returning Officers or other
authorities designated by the State Election Comsions

2. The ‘day-to-day’ true account of election expeuaditincurred by contesting candidate
or his Election Agent and also by his supportersy @olitical party, or body or
association or other individuals supporting thedidature or for furthering chances of
the candidate in the election shall be recordeé@raiorma I.

3. The day to day expenditure account so maintaingaroforma | shall be supported by
proper vouchers failing which it will not be tredteas true account of election
expenditure as required under the law, save inscagere it is not possible to obtain
vouchers.

4. Each of the supporting vouchers, enclosed withattemunt of election expenditure, shall
bear the signature in full of the contesting caatidr his election agent.

5. The candidate or his authorised agent shall prepareabstract of the expenditure
periodically during the campaign period in the prafa Il enclosed to this Order and the
same shall be duly signed by the candidate orlbitien agent certifying its correctness
and shall be submitted to the designated authsfitieinspection and scrutiny.

3. AUTHORITIES DESIGNATED FOR SCRUTINY AND MAINTENA NCE OF
ACCOUNTS:

The State Election Commission directs that the “tlayday basis true” account of

expenditure in the proformal and the pegatiabstract of expenditure in the proforina l
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attached to this Order should be submitted by thetesting candidates to the authorities
designated by the State Election Commission onddues specified by the State Election

Commission separately.

In connection with third ordinary elections to Mah&raja Parishad & Zilla Praja Parishad
and Gram Panchayats in the State the Commissioghyelesignate the Returning Officers
for the inspection and scrutiny of the day to day xpenditure accountsand the periodical
abstract of expenditure during the election campagyiod and issue the following instructions
in this behalf:-

1. The contesting candidates or their agents shathgube election expenditure accounts
maintained in Proforma-l and Proforma-lIl to the igeated officers or officers
nominated by them once in every three days fromdake of publication of list of
contesting candidates.

2. The Returning Officers are authorized to nomindfeears to receive the accounts filed
by the candidates and also notify the place athvaitd the hour when the candidates or
their election agents can file the election expemdi accounts on the dates indicated.
The nominated officers shall be available on thee gand time indicated above at the
places notified and shall receive and inspect angtigize the accounts submitted by the
candidates and give consolidated report to the rRiety Officer and to the election
expenditure observer.

3. The election expenditure observers will also uradertinspection and scrutiny of all the
expenditure accounts whenever they feel convemierihe said dates and they may also
summon the expenditure accounts of any candidata the officers nominated by the

Returning Officers.

4. RETURN OF ELECTION EXPENDITURE A PUBLIC DOCUMENT :

With a view to minimise the possibility of contesji candidates, their supporters,
political parties, bodies or associations incurrgxgenditure in excess of the ceilings prescribed
by the State Election Commission, it is felt neaegghat the daily returns and the periodical
returns of expenditure should be made transp&rgnnaking them available to the public and
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the other contesting candidates, who, can helfEkdetion Commission to effectively check the
veracity of the returns with actual expenditurenigeincurred by the contesting candidates and
their supporters. It is, therefore, decided that designated officers should make photo copies
of these returns available to other contesting icktels, any member of the public or Non-
Governmental Organisation, on demand and on payofetgroxing charges or a certified copy
as per Section 76 of the Indian Evidence Act, 1&87@ to the media, free of cost, so as to enable
them to assist the Election Commission in effetyivaplementing the ceilings imposed on the
expenditure to be incurred by the contesting caatd&lfor various offices. The Commission is
of the considered opinion that this exercise imding transparency in election expenditure will
enhance the purity of elections and help in condtibtee and fair elections.

5. SUBMISSION OF FINAL RETURNS:

The final of return of election expenditure inclngithe abstract shall be submitted by the
contesting candidates to the District Election Auity through the MPDO within 45 days from
the date of declaration of the results of the @ffior which they had contested. The District

Election Authority, shall make these returns public

6. ACTIONS AGAINST DEFAULTERS:

If the District Election Authority is of the opiom that the account of election expenses
of any candidate has not been lodged within the diate or lodged but not in the manner
required by the Act and these rules, he shall naateport to the State Election Commission and
with every such report, forward the account of cete expenses of that candidate and the
vouchers lodged along with it, if any.

Immediately after the submission of the repore Mistrict Election Authority shall
publish a copy thereof affixing the same on hisasoboard.

After the receipt of the report from the Collectord the District Election Authority, the
State Election Commission shall, consider the sangedecide whether any contesting candidate
has failed to lodge the account of election expemgéhin the time and in the manner required

by the Act and these rules.
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If the State Election Commission decides that rtesiing candidate has failed to lodge
his account of election expenses within the timé/@r in the manner required by the Act and
these rules, it shall by notice in writing call mpthe candidate to show cause why he should not
be disqualified, and declared to have ceased @ d¢ffice under section 19 B of the Act for the

failure in case he is elected.

Any contesting candidate who has been called upa@show cause may, within twenty
days of the receipt of such notice, submit in aresentation in writing to the State Election
Commission, and shall at the same time send tori@idElection Authority a copy of his
representation together with a complete accoumtioklection expenses if he had not already
furnished such an account.

The District Election Authority shall, within fivdays of the receipt thereof, forward to
the State Election Commission, the copy of theaggntation and the account, if any, with such

comments as he whishes to make thereon.

If after considering the representation submittsd the candidate and the
comments made by the District Election Authoritgnd after such inquiry as it thinks fit, the
State Election Commission is satisfied that thed@ate has no good reason or justification for
the future to lodge his account, it shall declama by an order made under section 19 B of the
Act to be ineligible for a period of three yeangymh the date of the said order, to contest any
election held for any office under the Act and & is an elected candidate declare him to have

ceased to hold office with immediate effect andlishithe order in the Official Gazette.
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ANNEXURE-I

(Extracts of Statutory Provisions relating to quéitation and disqualification of candidates)

Extracts from A.P.Panchayat Raj Act, 1994:

Section 155 :

Qualification of candidates- No person shall be eligible for election as a Menmof a Mandal
Praja Parishad, unless his name appears in thrkeroll of the Mandal Praja Parishad and
he / she has completed the age of 21 years.

Section 183
No person shall be eligible for election as Memdiiea Zilla Praja Parishad unless his

name appears in the electoral rolls of the Zillaaj& Parishad concerned and he / she has

completed the age of 21 years.

Section 156

Disqualifications:- (1) A member of the Mandal Praja Parishad shalbisqualified for
election as President or Vice-President if henisairears of any dues, otherwise than in a
fiduciary capacity to a Gram Panchayat, a Mamtaja Parishad or the Zilla Praja Parishad
or if he is interested in a subsisting contract enadth, or any work being done for, any Gram
Panchayat in the Mandal or the Mandal Praja Patisinahe Zilla Praja Parishad within whose
jurisdiction the Mandal Praja Parishad is situaie@ny other Mandal Praja Parishad within the
jurisdiction of that Zilla Praja Parishad:

Provided that a person shall not be deemed to &ayenterest in such contract or work by
reason only of his having a share or interest in,-

0] a company as a mere shareholder but not as adatirect

(i) any lease, sale or purchase of immovable propergyny agreement for the same; or

(i)  any agreement for the loan of money or any sectoityghe payment of money only;
or

(iv)  any newspaper in which any advertisement relatinth¢ affairs of any of aforesaid
Mandal Praja Parishads is inserted.

(2) The provisions of Sections 18, 19, 20, 21 2”Adhall apply to a member of the Mandal
Praja Parishad as they apply to a member of taen@anchayat subject to the variation that
for the expressions, “Gram Panchayat” “Executwghority”, “Sarpanch” “Upa-Sarpanch”
and “District Panchayat Officer” the expressionsdiMal Praja Parishad”, “Mandal Parishad
Development Officer”, “President”, "Vice-Presidentind “Chief Executive Officer”, shall
respectively be substituted:
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Provided that nothing in Clause (b) of Section B@llsapply to a member of the Mandal
Praja Parishad specified in Clause (ii) , Clausig¢ &énd Clause (iv) of sub-section (1) of
Section 149.

Section 184

Disqualifications:- (1) A member of the Zilla Praja Parishad shaldiszjualified for
election as Chairperson or Vice-Chairperson ifmiarrears of any duties, otherwise than in a
fiduciary capacity to any Mandal Praja Parishadhim District or the Zilla Praja Parishad or if
he is interested in a subsisting contract made, witlany work being done for any Mandal Praja
Parishad in the District or the Zilla Praja Paaigh

Provided that a person shall not be deemed to dayeénterest in such contract or work
by reason only of his having a share or intergst in

0] a company as a mere shareholder but not as adatirect

(i) any lease, sale or purchase of immovable properéyny agreement for the same;
or

(i)  any agreement for the loan of money or any sectwitythe payment of money
only; or

(iv)  any newspaper in which any advertisement relatinghé affairs of any of the
aforesaid Mandal Praja Parishad or Zilla PrajasRad is inserted.

(2) The provisions of Sections 18, 19, 19A, 19B, 2@ and 22 shall apply to a
member of the Zilla Praja Parishad as they applg member of the gram panchayat
subject to the variations that the expressionsmgpmanchayat, executive authority,
“Sarpanch”, “Upa-Sarpanch” and “District Panchag#ticer”, the expressions “Zilla
Praja Parishad”, “Chief Executive Officer”, “Chagmson”, “Vice-Chairperson” and
“Chief Executive Officer” shall respectively be stituted:

Provided that nothing in clause (b) of Sectionsk@ll apply to a member of the
Zilla Praja Parishad specified in clauses (iifi# of sub-section (3) of Section 177.

Sections 156 (2) and 184 (2) read with Section 18:

Disqualification of certain_office holders etc. :- (1) No village servant and no officer or

servant of the Government of India or any State€amwent or of local authority or an employee
of any institution receiving aid from the funds tbe Government and no office bearer of any
body constituted under a law made by the Legistatfrthe State or of Parliament shall be
qualified for being chosen as or for being a Mentdfest Mandal Praja Parishad or Member of a
Zilla Praja Parishad.

Explanation : For the purpose of this Section the expressionlIGE SERVANT’
means in relation to —

() the Andhra Area, any person who holds anythef village offices of nearaganti,
neeradi, vetti, kawalkar toti, talayar, tandalagathsindhi or any such village office by whatever
designation it may be locally known;
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(i) the Telangana Area, any person who holds ahthe village offices of neeradi,
kawalkar, sathsindhi or any such village officevidyatever designation it may be locally known;

(2) A person who having held an office under @avernment of India or under the
Government of any State or under any local authdvéts been dismissed for corruption or for
disloyalty to the State or to the local authorityak be disqualified for a period of five yearsrfro
the date of such dismissal.

(3) For the purpose of sub-section (2), a cedté issued by the State Election
Commissioner to the effect that a person having béice under the Government of India or
under the Government of State or under any loctiaaity has or has not been dismissed for
corruption or for disloyalty to the State or to fbeal authority shall be conclusive proof of that
fact;

Provided that no certificate to the effect thggemson has been dismissed for corruption
or for disloyalty to the state or to the local arity shall be issued unless an opportunity of
being heard has been given to the said person.

(4) Every person convicted of an offence punishabider Chapter 1X-A of the Indian
Penal Code (Central Act 45 of 1860), or under amy dr rule relating to the infringement of the
secrecy of an election, shall be disqualified freoting or from being elected in any election to
which this Act applies or from holding the officé blember of a Mandal Praja Parishad or
Member of a Zilla Praja Parishad, for a periodie¢ years from the date of his conviction or
for such shorter period as the Court, may by ordietermine.

(5) Apart from the disqualifications specifiedsnb-sections (1), (2) and (4) of Sections
18, 19 and 20 a person shall be disqualified fondpoehosen as, and for being, a Member of
Mandal Praja Parishad or Zilla Praja Parishadheifis otherwise disqualified by or under any
law for the time being in force for the purposest#ctions to the Legislature of the State.

Provided that no person shall be disqualifiedhenground that he is less than 25 years of
age, if he has attained the age of 21 years;

Provided further that where a person is convidtedan offence specified under sub-
section (1) or sub-section (2) of Section 8 of Representation of People Act, 1951 (Act 43 of
1951) or under Section 19 of this Act, while heaiMember of a Mandal Praja Parishad or
Member of a Zilla Praja Parishad, the disqualtfara arising out of such conviction shall not
take effect until the expiry of the time for filirgn appeal against such conviction and where an
appeal is filed until the disposal of the appeal,

Provided also that a person convicted for an aeimnder sub-section (1) of section 8 of
the Representation of People Act, 1951 (Act 43951) (Extract of Section is given at the end)
shall be disqualified for being chosen as or fontcwing as a Member of a Mandal Praja
Parishad or Member of a Zilla Praja Parishadhasaise may be, for a period of six years from
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the date of conviction and a person convicted usdbrsection (2) thereof shall be disqualified
for a period

of six years from the date of conviction and foiugther period of five years from the date of
release.

Sections 156 (2) and 184 (2) read with Section 19:

Disqualifications of candidates

(1) A person who has been convicted by a Criminal Ceurt
a) for an offence under the Protection of Civil Righist, 1955 (22 of 1955); or

b) for an offence involving moral delinquency; shad Hisqualified for election as a
Member for a period of five years from the date cohviction or where he is
sentenced to imprisonment while undergoing sentandeafter a period of five years
from the date of expiration thereof.

(2) A person shall be disqualified for being chosem asember if on the date fixed for scrutiny
of nominations for election, or on the date of noation under sub-section (2) of Section 16
he is —

a) of unsound mind and stands so declared by a comtp=iart;

b) a deaf-mute;

c) an applicant to be adjudicated an insolvent orratischarged insolvent;

d) interested in a subsisting contract made with,rmyrwork being done for, the Gram
Panchayat, Mandal Praja Parishad, Zilla PrajasRad or any State or Central
Government:

Provided that a person shall not be deemed to Aayenterest in such contract or work
by reason only of his having a share or interest in

)] a company as a mere share-holder but not as datirec

i) any lease, sale or purchase of immovable properyny agreement for the same; or

iii) any agreement for the loan of money or any sectoitthe payment of money only; or

iv) any newspaper in which any advertisement relatinghe affairs of the Member of a
Mandal Praja Parishad or Member of a Zilla Pragidhad, as the case may be is
inserted.

Explanation:- For the removal of doubts it is hereby declared thlaere a contract is fully
performed it shall not be deemed to be subsistiageiy on the ground that the Gram Panchayat,
Mandal Praja Parishad, Zilla Praja Parishad, tagee®r Central Government has not performed
its part of the contractual obligations;
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e) employed as paid legal practitioner on behalf @ kandal Praja Parishad or Zilla
Praja Parishad, or as legal practitioner againstMandal Praja Parishad or Zilla
Praja Parishad.

f) employed as a Manager or Secretary of any Compar@oporation (other than a
Co-operative Society) in which not less than tweiug per cent of the paid up share
capital is held by the State Government;

g) an honorary Magistrate under the Code of Criminaic€dure, 1973 (2 of 1974)
jurisdiction over any part of the village;

h) already a Member of Mandal Praja Parishad or ZHeaja Parishad whose term of
office will not expire before his fresh electionnctake effect or has already been
elected as a Member of Mandal Praja Parishad ta Afaja Parishad whose term of
office has not yet commenced,;

i) in arrears of any dues including the sums surcliaajeerwise than in a fiduciary
capacity, to the Gram Panchayat upto and inclusiibe previous year, in respect of
which a bill or notice has been duly served upan And the time, if any, specified
therein for payment has expired:

Provided that where any person has paid such dteshie Government treasury or into a
bank approved by the Government to the credit ef @ram Panchayat fund and obtained a
challan or receipt therefore in token of such paymnke shall not be disqualified to become a
Member Member of a Mandal Praja Parishad or Member Zilla Praja Parishad on and from
the date of such payment.

(3) A _person _having more_than two children_shall bedisqualified for election or for
continuing as Member of a Mandal Praja Parishad otMember of a Zilla Praja Parishad.

Provided that the birth within one year from théedaf commencement of the Andhra
Pradesh Panchayat Raj Act, 1994 hereinafter in gbition referred to as the date of such
commencement, of an additional child shall notdiest into consideration for the purposes of
this section:

Provided further that a person having more thandhitwren (excluding the child if any
born within one year from the date of such commeres®) shall not be disqualified under this
section for so long as the number of such commeantdoes not increase;

Provided also that the Government may direct thatdisqualification in this section
shall not apply in respect of a person for reasori® recorded in writing.

Section 19A read with Sections 156(2) and 184(2):

Any person who is convicted of any offence punid@ainder Chapter IXA of the Indian
Penal Code, 1860, and any person against whomdadirof having indulged in any corrupt
practice is recorded in the verdict in an elecpetition filed in accordance with Section 233, or
any person convicted of an offence punishable utdepter Il of Part V of this Act, shall be
disqualified for contesting in any election helddanthis Act, for a period of six years from the
date of such conviction or verdict, as the case beay
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Section 19B read with Sections 156 (2) and 184(2):

If the State Election Commission is satisfied thah person, -

(a) has failed to lodge an account of electioneasps within the time, in the manner

required by or under this Act; and

(b) has no good reason or justification for thdufai, the State Election Commission

shall, after following the procedure prescribed, dogler published in the Andhra Pradesh
Gazette, declare him;

(i) to have ceased to hold office; and
(ii) to be ineligible for a period of three yearsrh the date of the said order to contest

any election held for any office under this Act”.

Extract of Section 8 of the Representation of Peoples Act, 1951:

b)

DISQUALIFICATION ON CONVICTION FOR CERTAIN OFFENCES:-

(1) A person convicted of an offence punishable under

Section 153 A (offence of promoting enmity betwedifferent groups on ground of

religion, race, place of birth residence, languagje,, and doing acts prejudicial to
maintenance of harmony) or section 171 E (offerfdaribery) or section 171 F (offence

of undue influence or personation at an electiorgub-section (1) or sub-section (2) of
section 376 or section 376 A or section 376 B ctige 376 C or section 376 D (offences
relating to rape) or section 498 A (offence of diuéowards a women by husband or
relative of husband) or sub-section (2) or subisec{3) of section 505 (offence of

making statement creating or promoting enmity, ddhtor ill-will between classes or

offence relating to such statement in any placeafhip or in any assembly engaged in
the performance of religious worship or religioeamonies) of the Indian Penal Code
(45 of 1860); or

the Protection of Civil Rights Act, 1955 (Act 22 1855), which provides for punishment
for the preaching and practice of “Untouchabilitygnd for the enforcement of any
disability arising there from; or

Section 11 (offence of importing or exporting piuted goods) of the Customs Act,
1962); or

Section 10 to 12 (offence of being a member ofaasociation declared unlawful,
offence relating to dealing with funds of an unlaivdssociation or offence relating to
contravention of an order made in respect of aiedtplace) of the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act, 1967 (37 of 1967); or

The Foreign exchange (regulation) Act, 1973 (46%%3); or
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f)
9)

h)

J)

The Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic substances1®&5 (61 of 1985) or;

Section 3 (offence of committing terrorist acts) saction 4 (offence of committing
disruptive activities) of the Terrorists and Distivp Activities (Prevention) Act, 1987
(28 of 1987); or

Section 7 (offence of contravention of the provisiof sections 3 to 6 of the Religious
Institutions (Prevention of Misuse) Act, 1988 (411688); or

Section 125 (offence of promoting enmity betweeassés in connection with the
election) or section 135 (Offence of removal ofl@tapapers from polling stations) or
section 135 A (offence of booth capturing) or ckaes) of sub-section (2) of section 136
(offence of fraudulently defacing or fraudulentlgstfoying any nomination paper) of
this Act, (or)

Section 6 (offence of conversion of a place of ugrsof the Place of Worship (Special
Provisions) (Act, 1991) shall be disqualified fopariod of six years from the date of
such conviction.

A person convicted for the contravention of

a) any law providing for the prevention of boardingpoofiteering; or

b) any law relating to the adulteration of food orgipor

c) any provisions of the Dowry Prohibition Act, 19628(of 1961); or

d) any provisions of the Commission of Sati (PrevamtiAct, 1987 (3 of 1988)

and sentenced to imprisonment for not less thamsinths, shall be disqualified from the date of
such conviction and shall continue to be disquedifior a further period of six years since his

release.
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ANNEXURE - Il
FORM - 1l
[See Rule 6]

NOTICE OF ELECTION FOR THE OFFICE OF MEMBERS, MANDA L PARISHAD /
ZILLA PRAJA PARISHAD ...t

Notice is hereby given that --
(2) An election is to be held for the office bktMembers of Mandal Praja Parishad / Zilla
Praja Parishad ..............ccoooiiiin,

(a) Total number of members of Territorial constituesci

(b) Reservation particulars :

Reservation Name of the territorial

Category constituency

ST(W)
ST(G)
SC (W)
SC (G)
BC (W)
BC(G)
Women

(2) Nomination papers may be delivered by a aatédi or his proposer to the undersigned

3) Forms of nomination papers may be obtaingteaplace and time aforesaid.

(4) The nomination papers will be taken up fausay at ------------- 0N ------------—-—- at ----
(5) Notice of withdrawal of candidature may bdivd@ed by a candidate or his
proposer or by his election agent who has beeroda#d in writing to deliver it either of the
officers specified in paragraph (2) above at higefbefore 3.00 P.M. on the ------------------

(6) In the event of election being contested, p# will be taken on -----------------—--—--
between the hours of ------------------------ angd------------- -

Place
Date : RETURNING OFFICER

94



ANNEXURE - 1l

FORM - IV
[ See Rule 8 (1) ]

NOMINATION PAPER
Part- |

Election to the Office of Member ------ --—- Territorial

Constituency -------- -- Mandal Praja Parishad / Zilla Praja Parishad.

| nominate as a candidate for election to theceffif Member -------=----eemmmmmmmmmmeee

Territorial Constituency -------- ---Mandal Praja Parishad / Zilla Praja
Parishad.

Name of the candidate
Father’'s / Mother’'s / Husband’'s Name

Postal address of the candidate

His / Her name is entered at Serial Number -——---- in Section Number ---------—----

of the electoral roll for ------------- Gram Panchayat compriséd

the Mandal Praja Parishad ----

My name is ---------=-=-m-mmmmemem oo and it is entered at Serial Number -------------
- in Section Number --------—------- of the electoral roll for the Gram
Panchayat ... falling  within  the  Territorial constituency

Date : Signature of proposet
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Part - 1l
(Candidates declaration)

[, the candidate mentioned in Part —I assent ®rtbmination and hereby declare—

(a) that | have completed -- years of age.

(b)

(b)

(d)

(€)

(i) that I am set up at this election by the------------ party, which is recognised
National Party / State Party / Registered politipatty with reserved symbol
(strike out which is not applicable) and that tlyenbol reserved for the above
party be allotted to me.

OR
(i) that 1 am set up at this election by the---------------- party, which is a
registered political party without reserved symitbht | am contesting this
election as an independent candidate. (Strike dithnis not applicable) and that
the symbols | have chosen, in order of prefereace;

that my name and my father's / mother's / husbantisne have been
correctly spelt out above in telugu.

that to the best of my knowledge and belief, | qualified and not also
disqualified for being chosen to fill the seat e tMandal Praja Parishad /
Zilla Praja Parishad.

that the code of conduct proscribed by the Stietisn Commission is read
by me/ is read over to me and | will abide by it.

Signature of the candidate
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Part — 1l
(Declaration in the case of Scheduled Caste/ Schéed Tribe/ Backward Class Candidate)

| further declare that | am a member of the ——--------- Caste / Tribe which is a
Scheduled Caste / Scheduled Tribe / Backward @Bt State of Andhra Pradesh in relation
to ---- district or area inhe State.

Date : Signature of the candidate

The above declaration is solemnly affirmed befo........................ ( name of the
officer in block letters) by --------------mmmmmmmmmmmeeee who is personally known to me/ who has
been identified to my satisfaction by ------------------ of ----

Signature of the Gazetted Officer or any
Officer of the Revenue
Department not below the rank of MRO

Full designation
(Seal of the Office) Date
Part — IV

(To be filled by the Returning Officer)

Serial Number of Nomination Paper -------------------- .

This nomination was delivered to me at my offite-a------------ (hour)
0] R (date) by the candidaterioposer.
Date : Returning Officer.
Part — V

(Decision of Returning Officer accepting or rejectng the Nomination Paper )

| have examined this nomination paper in accordavith Rule 12 and decide as follows
Accepted / Rejected

Date : Returning Officer.
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Part - VI
(Receipt for Nomination Paper and notice for Scruny)

(To be handed over to the person presenting thenabion paper)
Serial Number of Nomination paper -------------—----------------

The nomination paper of ------------------ a caddite for election to the office of Member
--------------------------- Territorial constitueng ----------- - Mandal Praja P&had
| Zilla Praja Parishad was delivered to me at----- (hour) on --------------- (date) by the

candidate / proposer.
All nomination papers will be taken up for scrytiat ----------------- (hour) on --------

(date) at --------------------- (place).

Date : Returning Officer.
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ANNEXURE - IV

STATE ELECTION COMMISSION
31 Floor, Buddha Bhavan, M.G.Road, Secunderabad -051D3

Order N0.809/SEC-B1/2003 Dated:06.09.2003

Sub:- Disclosure of information regarding Crimidaitecedents, Assets and Liabilities
and Educational Qualifications by candidates cdmgd ocal Body elections.

Ref:- 1. Judgement dated 2.5.2002 of the Hon’blegr&me Court of

India in Civil Appeal No.7178 of 2002.

2. ECI Order No.3/ER/2002/3S-1/Vol-111, dated"28une,2002.

3. The Representation of People (Third Amendm&at)2002
(Central Act No.72) of 2002.

4. Judgement dated the™Blarch,2003 of the Hon’ble

Supreme Court in W.P. (Civil) Nos 490, 509 &i& of 2002.
5. ECI Order No.31/ER/2003/JS-II, dated th& ®Farch,2003.

*k*k
The Hon’ble Supreme Court of India in its Judgem&hcited directed the Election
Commission of India to call for information by meaof a sworn Affidavit from each candidate
contesting election to Parliament or State Legisigtas necessary part of his nomination paper

on the following aspects in relation to his/herdidature.

(1) Whether the candidate is convicted/acquitted/digygdh of any criminal offence in

the past-if any, whether he is punished with ingoreent or fine?

(2) Prior to six months of filing of nomination, whethihe candidate is accused in any
pending case, of any offence punishable with ingomsent for two years or more,
and in which charge is framed or cognizance isrtdkethe Court of law. If so, the
details thereof;

(3) The assets (immovable, movable, bank balances @t@a)candidate and of his/her
spouse and that of dependents.

(4) Liabilities, if any, particularly whether thereeamany over dues of any public

financial institution or Government dues.

(5) The educational qualifications of the candidate.
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2. Following the said judgement of the Hon’ble Supe Court, the Election Commission of
India issued the order second cited in exercisesgflenary powers under Article 324 of the
Constitution of India directing the every candidflieg nomination paper for any election to
the Council of States, House of the People, LetyglaAssembly of a State or the Legislative
Council of a State to furnish information requiteg the Supreme Court as stated above by
means of a sworn affidavit in the format appendaethé said order, as a necessary part of the
nomination paper. Thereupon, the Governmentdifilpromulgated The Representation of
the People (Amendment) Ordinance, 2002 (Ordinanag4 Nof 2002) which was
subsequently replaced by the Representation oP#wple (Third amendment) Act, 2002

which brought about the following Legislative chaaghamely:-

(1) Section 33A was inserted requiring every candidatéurnish information,
apart from any information which he is required ftanish, under the
Representation of the People Act,1951 or the Rolade thereunder in his
nomination paper delivered under sub-section (1)seftion 33, as to
whether,-

(a) he is accused of any offence punishable with inopnsent for two years or
more in a pending case in which a charge has lraemetl by the Court of
competent jurisdiction;

(b) he has been convicted of an offence (other tharo#feyice referred to in sub-
section (1) or sub-section (2), or covered in sedtien (3), of section 8) and

sentenced to imprisonment for one year or more.

(i) Section 33B has been inserted, stating that noidatedis liable to disclose or
furnish any such information in respect of hiscgéten which is not required
to be disclosed or furnished under the Representati the People Act,1951
or the Rules made thereunder, notwithstanding @mytlcontained in any
judgement, decree or order of any Court or anyctoe, order or any other
instruction issued by the Election Commission afidn

(i)  Section 75A has been inserted to provide for deaathe assets and
liabilities to the Presiding Officer of the concechHouse after election within

ninety days from the date of taking oath or affitima as Member.
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(iv)  No requirement for giving information on educatibrgualifications is
provided.
(V) Penalty has been provided for giving false infoioratn the affidavit.

3. The Representation of the People (Third AmendrAet) 2002 has been questioned in
W.P.Nos. 490,509 and 515 of 2002 before the HorBipreme Court of India. In its Judgement
dated 18 March,2003 the Hon’ble Supreme Court held that:

(1) Section 33B is unconstitutional,
(i) The information required to be provided in respatriminal antecedents
in the newly inserted section 33A is reasonablygadee to safeguard the

right to information vested in the voter/citizen.

(i) The provisions made in newly inserted sections ré&gfarding declaration
of assets and liabilities of the elected candidttethe Speaker or
Chairman of the House has failed to effectuateitiie to information and
freedom of expression of the voters/citizens arad Barliament ought to
have made a provision for furnishing this inforroatiat the time of filing
nomination;
(iv)  Failure to provide for disclosure of educationahlifications does not, in
practicable terms, infringe the freedom of exp@ssand
(V) The Election Commission of India has to issue eisnstructions to
ensure implementation of the newly inserted secB8A and the earlier
orders dated 28June,2002 of the Election Commission of Indiatietp
to disclosure of assets and liabilities which wslill hold good and
continue to be operate. However, in so far as ieatibn of assets and
liabilities by means of summary enquiry and regcidf nomination paper
on the ground of furnishing wrong information ormppressing material
information should not be enforced.
4. Following the Judgement of the Hon’ble Suprenmar€ dated 13.3.2003, the Election
Commission of India issued revised orders fourtad;ithe substance of which is as follows:-
0] Every candidate at the time of filing his nominatipaper for any election to the
Council of States, House of the People, Legislafgsembly of a State or the

Legislative Council of a State having such a Coauyrshall furnish full and
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(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

v)

(vi)

complete information in regard to the matters dptiby the Hon’ble Supreme
Court in an affidavit, the format of which is axed to the order.

The said affidavit by each candidate shall be dwprn before a Magistrate of
the First Class or a Notary Public or a CommissimieOaths appointed by the
High Court of the State concerned.

Non-furnishing of the affidavit by any candidateahbe considered to be
violation of the order of the Hon’ble Supreme Coamd the nomination of the
candidate concerned shall be liable to rejectiorthey Returning Officer at the
time of scrutiny of nominations for such non-fuimigg of the affidavit.

The information so furnished by each candidatdenaforesaid affidavit shall be
disseminated by the respective Returning Officersdisplaying a copy of the
affidavit on the notice board of his office andcalsy making the copies thereof
available freely and liberally to all other candemand the representatives of the
print and electronic media.

If any rival candidate furnishes information to tbentrary by means of a duly
sworn affidavit, then such affidavit of the rivalardidate shall also be
disseminated along with the affidavit of the camtkkdconcerned in the manner
directed above.

It is also clarified that the earlier direction tained in para 14(4) of its earlier
order dated 28 June,2002, in so far as verification of assets latilities by
means of summary enquiry and rejection of nomimapaper on the ground of
furnishing wrong information or suppressing maferiaformation is not

enforceable in pursuance of the order datddrarch,2003 of the Apex Court.

5. Though the aforesaid two judgements of the Supr€ourt were delivered in the

context of securing to the voters the right to infation with regard to the candidates contesting
elections to the Legislative Assembly of a Stat¢herLegislative council of a State having such
Council and the Parliament, the spirit thereof dguapplies to the voters exercising their
franchise in elections to local bodies also, wthelre been conferred with Constitutional status.
The democratic process should be common to allldeot electoral offices in the pyramid
starting from the Gram Sabha to Lok Sabha. The Comafity of the powers between the State

Election Commission and the Election Commissionlmafia can be seen from the fact that
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Article 243-K is exactly irParimateria with Article 324 of the Constitution of India. inew of
this, the State Election Commission decided thaiottiders of the Supreme Court of India should

be made applicable to elections to local bodies. als

6. Accordingly, the State Election Commission, kereise of its powers under article
243K read with article 243ZA of the Constitution lofdia and sections 200 and 201 of the
Andhra Pradesh Panchayat Raj Act, 1994 (Act 1398#}, section 10A of the Andhra Pradesh
Municipalities Act,1965 (Act VI of 1965) and seati® of the Hyderabad Municipal Corporation
Act,1955 (Act Il of 1956) in its application to Hgthbad Municipal Corporation or any other
Municipal Corporation, constituted under the AndRradesh Municipal Corporations Act,1994
(Act 25 of 1994) and of all other powers hereuntal#ing it in this behalf, hereby directs as

follows:-

) Every candidate contesting elections to the ofb€eMember or Sarpanch of a
Gram Panchayat, Member of MPTC or ZPTC or Membea dlunicipality, or
his propposer, shall along with the nomination p&apenish full and complete
information, apart from any other information whik# is required to furnish, in
regard to all the matters specified in the fornfegedf declaration as in Annexure-
| to this Order attested by two witnesses.

(i) Every candidate contesting to the office of the i@han of a Municipality or to
the office of Member or Mayor of a Municipal Corption, or his proposer shall,
along with his nomination papers furnish full angimplete information, apart
from any other information which he is requiredftionish, in regard to all the
matters specified in the format of the affidawtia Annexure-Il to this Order
sworn before a Notary Public or a Magistrate ofFirst Class.

(i) Non furnishing of a declaration or affidavit as ttese may be, by any candidate
or his proposer, shall be considered to be a wwwolabf this order and the
nomination of the candidate concerned shall beldidb be rejected by the
Election Officer/Returning Officer, as the case nhay at the time of scrutiny of
nomination of the concerned candidate.

(iv)  The information so furnished by each candidatehm aforesaid declaration or

affidavit, as the case may be, shall be disseminbiethe concerned Election
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Officer/Returning Officer by displaying a copy difet declaration/affidavit on the
notice board of his office and also by making ceptlaereof available to all other
candidates on demand and to the representativbs pfint and electronic media.

(V) If any rival candidate furnishes information to thentrary, by means of a
declaration attested by two witnesses or by meérssvorn affidavit, then such
declaration/sworn affidavit of the rival candidateall also be disseminated along
with the declaration/affidavit of the candidate cemed in the manner directed
above; and

(vi)  The Election Officer, or as the case may be, theiRimg Officer shall not verify
by means of a summary enquiry or otherwise theectmess or otherwise of the
information furnished in the declaration/affidagitd reject the nomination paper
on the ground that in his opinion the informatiamished is incorrect.

7. This order applies to all elections todbbodies for which election notification is given
on or after 3 October, 2003.
(BY ORDER AND IN THE NAME OF THE STATE ELECTION COM MISSIONER)

Sd/- 1.Rani Kumudini
Secretary

To

The Commissioner of Panchayat Raj & Rural Employtn&rP., Hyderabad.
The Director of Municipal Administration, AP., Hydsbad.
All the Collectors and District Election Authorities.

All the Chief Executive Officers, Zilla Praja Psinad.

All the District Panchayat Officers.

All the Commissioners of Nagar Panchayats/Munidijea/Municipal Corporations.
Copy to:

The Chief Secretary, Government of Andhra Pradesh.

The Principal Secretary, Panchayat Raj Department.

The Principal Secretary, Municipal Administrationl&ban Development Department.
The Principal Secretary to Chief Minister.

All recognised and registered political parties.

The Commissioner, Information & Public Relation$.AHyderabad.
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Annexure -1V (A)
Declaration to be furnished by candidate along witmomination paper

Before the Returning Officer for election to the fied of Member,
............................................................................ MPTC / ZPTC.

(1) (a) I have been accused of the following ¢t punishable with imprisonment for two
years or more in which the charge has been framéddhee particulars there of are as below:-

)] Section of the Act and description of the offenaewhich cognizance taken:
(i) The Court which has taken Cognizance:
(i)  Case No. :
(iv)  Date of order of the Court taking cognizance.
(b) 1 have been convicted of the following offendesher than the offences for which a

conviction and sentence disqualifies me for cohptastd sentenced to imprisonment for
one year or more and the particulars thereof suteebow:-

(1) Section of the Act and description of the offefmewhich cognizance taken:
(i) The Court which has taken Cognizance:
(i)  Case No. :
(iv)  Date of order of the Court taking Cognizance:
(V) Details of appeal (s) application (s) for revisietg., if any, filed against above
order taking cognizance:
(2)  That I/ my spouse / my * dependents own the falh@aymmovable properties namely;

A. LANDS:

0] Give details of Agricultural lands, with the nanfeowner, its location, extend,
value and the relation ship to the candidate

**

(i) Give details of urban lands, with name of the owiterocation, extent, value and
the relationship of the owner to the candidate

**

B. BUILDINGS :

0] Give details of buildings, their location, plintrea, value, the name of the owner
and the relationship to the candidate

*%
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3)
(i)

(ii)

*%*

I/ my spouse/* dependents own the followingvatde properties namely.

Give details of gold, Jewelry and precious stonils the name of the owner,
their value and relationship to the candidate;

Give details of bank balance / fixed deposits drates their value with the
details of depositors or purchaser, with relatigmsb the candidate.

(4) 1/ My spouse / my * dependents are liable &y the following dues to public, financial
institutions and Government dues ( Give the détails

*%*

(®)

My educational qualifications are as under:
(Give the details of School and University Educatio

............................. hereby, declare that the contemitshis self declaration are

true to the best of my knowledge and nothing maltéias been concealed and no part of this

declaration is false.

DECLARANT
Witnesses:

1.
2.

» Dependent means a person wholly dependent on ¢benm of the candidate

** \Wherever space provided is not sufficient aduhil papers may be used.

106



ANNEXURE -V
DECLARATION TO BE FILED BY THE CANDIDATE FILING

NOMINATION ON ACCOUNTS OF ELECTION EXPENDITURE

P , S/
Resident of ... having filed the namation for the office of
Member, ......cooiiii Territorial constituency of ............ccooovviiiiiinn.

Mandal Praja Parishad / Zilla Praja Parishad,heasknowledge that | have been supplied with
a copy of the State Election Commission’s Order 188/SEC-B1/2011, dated 18.05.2011
relating to maintenance of accounts of electioreexiiture by the contesting candidates and also
the Notification prescribing maximum limit on expi#ture which can be incurred by the

contesting candidates for the said offices.

| hereby declare and undertake to keep my electiwpenditure within the limit
prescribed and also to maintain true and day toatapunts of the expenditure in the manner

prescribed.

I, further, declare that 1 am fully conversantiwihe legal provisions contained in APPR
Act, 1994 and rules issued thereunder dealing ®igltion expenses and | hereby undertake to
act in accordance with these provisions of Law #rarules made thereunder and in the true

spirit of democracy while contesting the electionthe above mentioned office.

Signature of the Contesting Candidate

The above declaration is signed before me

Returning Officer
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ANNEXURE - VI

FORM-V
[See rule 11]
LIST OF NOMINATIONS RECEIVED
Election to Member .............cooiinin. Territorial Constituency of ...........c.cooeviiiiiiinnnn. Mandal Praja Parishad / Zilla

Praja Parishad.

S.No of Name of Father's Age Occupati Particulars of  Electoral Nam Electoral * Name of the * Symbols

Nomination Candidat or of on & Caste or Tribes Roll eof Roll No. Political Party chosenin
Paper e Husband’'s the Address for candidates number of the of (National / order of
Name can belongingto  Candidate Prop Proposer State or preference
dida Scheduled Castes oser registered) by by the
te or Scheduled which the candidate
Tribe or candidate
Backward Class claims to have
been set up/
independent
candidate
1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 11.
The nomination papers will be taken up for scmtiat ......... AM./ PM. on .......ccoeevinnnn. (date) at
............................... (place)
Place

Signature of the Returning Officer or

Date other authorised person

* applicable in case of election to Member, Man@alja Parishad / Zilla Praja Parishad.
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ANNEXURE — VI

FORM - VI
[See Rule 12(4)]

LIST OF VALIDLY NOMINATED CANDIDATES
Election to Member, ... Territorial Consténcy of ...,
Mandal Praja Parishad / Zilla Praja Parishad.

S.No  Name of the Candidate = Name of Address  * Party affiliation if any
father's/mother’s of
/ husband Candidate

1) (2) 3) (4) (5)
1
2
3
4
Place Returning Officer.
Date

* applicable in case of election to Member, Mandija Parishad / Zilla Praja Parishad.
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ANNEXURE - VIII
FORM - VI
[ See Rules 14 (1)]

NOTICE OF WITHDRAWAL OF CANDIDATURE

Election to Member, ... Territorial Constédncy of .............coccoeieinnenn.

Mandal Praja Parishad / Zilla Praja Parishad.

To
The Returning Officer,
[, —mmmmm a candidate valiglnominated at the above election do hereby
give notice that | withdraw my candidature.
Place

Date Signature of Candidate

This notice was delivered to me at my office at—--- (hour) on --------------- (date) by
--------------- (name) * the candidate / candidatgroposer / candidate’s election agent who has
been authorised in writing by the candidate towelit.

Date Returning Officer.

RECEIPT FOR NOTICE OF WITHDRAWAL
(To be handed over to the person delivering theeapt

The notice of withdrawal of candidature by --——--- a validly nominated candidate at
the election to the office of the Member, .......................c Territorial Constituency of
............................... Mandal Praja Parishad / Zilla PrajariBhad was delivered to me by
the * candidate/ candidates proposer / candidakgstion agent who has been authorised in
writing by the candidate to deliver it at my offieg¢ ---------------- (hour) on ------------m-m---
(date).

Returning Officer.
* Strike off the inappropriate alternatives.
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ANNEXURE - IX

FORM - VIII
[ See Rules 14 (2) ]

PUBLICATION OF NOTICE OF WITHDRAWAL OF CANDIDATUR E

Election to Member, ... Territorial Consténcy of ..................

Mandal Praja Parishad / Zilla Praja Parishad.

Notice is hereby given that the following validigminated candidate / candidates at the

above election withdraws / withdraw his candidatuteeir candidature today.

Name of validly Address of validly nominated riRarks
nominated Candidate candidate
3.
etc.
Date Returning Officer .
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ANNEXURE - X
FORM - IX
[ See Rule 15]

LIST OF CONTESTING CANDIDATES

Election to Member, ... Territorial Constédncy of ...,

Mandal Praja Parishad / Zilla Praja Parishad.

S.No. Name of the Candidate Address of Party Symbol
candidate affiliation if any allotted

(1) (2) 3) (4) )

1.

2.

3.

4.

etc.

Place Returning Officer.

Date

* Applicable in case of election to member, ManBedja Parishad / Zilla Praja Parishad.

Note:

1. In the election to member / Mandal Praja Padshailla Praja Parishad, for the purpose

of listing, the names of candidates shall be placede following categories.

a) candidates of recognised political parties (Nati@mal State parties)
b) candidates of registered political parties witeserved symbol.

C) candidates of registered political parties witheuéserved symbol
d) independent candidates.

2. Under Col. No. 1 above, the serial numbers of ciatds of all above four categories

shall be given consecutively and not separatelyetarh category in case of election to
member, Mandal Praja Parishad / Zilla Praja Padsh
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ANNEXURE - XI
STATE ELECTION COMMISSION
3 Floor, Buddha Bhavan, M G Road, Secunderabad — 50103

No. 584/SEC-B2/2001, Dated: 12.06.2001.

THE REGISTRATION OF POLITICAL PARTIES AND ALLOTMENT  OF
SYMBOLS ORDER, 2001

An order to provide for the Registration of Palti Parties and for allotment of
Symbols at elections to local bodies constitutedursuance of Parts IX and IXA of the

Constitution of India in Andhra Pradesh, and fotttera connected therewith.

Whereas, the superintendence, direction and daoftadl elections to local bodies
in the State are vested by the Constitution ofdraid under the relevant laws relating to

local bodies in the State, in the State Electiom@ission;

And Whereas it is necessary and expedient to geowin the interests of purity of
elections to the local bodies, and in the interestonduct of such elections, in a fair and
efficient manner, for the registration of politicphrties and for matters connected

therewith;

Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conféfg Article 243 K read with
Article 243 ZA of the Constitution of India, the & Election Commission, hereby,

makes the following order: -

1. Short title, extent, application and commencemeén

(1) This Order may be called the Registration of RuditiParties and Allotment of
Symbols Order, 2001

(2) It extends to the whole of the State of Andhra Bsad

(3) It applies to all elections held to local bodieshe State, on party basis.

(4) It shall come into force with immediate effect.
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Part -| - PRELIMINARY

2. Definitions: In this Order, unless the context otherwise reguie

(1) 'Commission' means, the State Election Commissomstduted under Article 243 K
read with Article 243 ZA of the Constitution of liagl

(2) 'Election Commission of India’ means, the Elect@mmission of India constituted
under Article 324 of the Constitution of India;

(3)'local body' means, -

(a)a Gram Panchayat, Mandal Praja Parishad or ZillajaRParishad constituted
under the Andhra Pradesh Panchayat Raj Act, 196413 of 1994);

(b)a Municipality or Nagar Panchayat constituted untter Andhra Pradesh
Municipalities Act, 1965 (Act 6 of 1965); or

(c) a Municipal Corporation constituted under any lagating to Municipal

Corporations for the time being in force in thet§ta

(4)'paragraph’ means a paragraph of this Order;

(5) 'political party' means a political party registtender this Order;

(6) 'recognised political party' means, a politicaltpaecognised as a National Party or
as a State Party under the Election Symbols (Raservand Allotment) Order, 1968,
made by the Election Commission of India, and edgpstered by the Commission;

(7) 'reqgistered political party’ means, a political fyaregistered with the Commission;

(8)'State’ means, the State of Andhra Pradesh;

(9) words and expressions used but not defined inQ@hiter, but defined in the Andhra
Pradesh Panchayat Raj Act, 1994, or the AndhraeBraMunicipalities Act, 1964, or
any law relating to Municipal Corporations, for ti@e being in force, in the State, or
the rules made thereunder, shall have the meanasgectively assigned to them in
those Acts, laws and rules.
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Part - Il
REGISTRATION OF POLITICAL PARTIES

3. Registration of Political Parties: (1) Any association or body of individual citizens

calling itself a political party, or a political gg already registered with the Election
Commission of India, and intending to avail itselfthe provisions of this Order, shall
make an application to the State Election Commms$iw its registration as a political

party for purposes of elections to local bodiethm State.

(2) Every application under sub-paragraphsfigll be signed by the chief executive
officer of the association or body or political pafwhether such chief executive officer
is known as Secretary or by any other designatmal) presented to the Secretary to the

Commission or sent to such Secretary by regdteost.

(3) Every such application shall contain fibllowing particulars, namely: -
(a) the name of the association or body or politicatypa
(b) location of its head office;
(c) the address to which letters and other communigsitneant for it should be
sent;
(d) the names of its president, secretary, treasukptner office-bearers;
(e)the numerical strength of its members, and if thare categories of its
members, the numerical strength in each category;
(N whether it has any local units; if so, at what Ieye
(g) whether it is represented by any office-bearermembers in any of the local
bodies in the State; if so, their number and paldrs relating to the office they
are holding and the local body concerned;
(h) whether it has already registered itself as a ipalitparty with the Election
Commission of India, and if so, whether it is reciggd as a National party or
a State Party;
- (4) “(a). The application must be accompedi by the following
documents/information: -
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(i) A Demand Draft of Rs.5,000/- (Rupees five thousanly) on account of

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

processing fee drawn in favour of the SecretargteSElection Commission.

The processing fee shall be non-refundable.

A neatly typed/printed copy of the memorandum/rulesad bye-

laws/constitution of the Party containing a speqpiiovision which reads

................................................................... (name of
the party) shall bear true faith and allegiancéheoConstitution of India as
by law established and to the principles of sosm]i secularism and

democracy and would uphold the sovereignty, umity iategrity of India”.

NOTE: The above mandatory provision must be includeithentext
of the party constitution itself as one of the skest No association or body
shall be registered as a political party unlessnieenorandum, rules and
regulations or the constitution of such associatiorbody conform to the
above referred provision. The copy of the partystidution furnished with
the application should also be duly authenticatedeach page by the
General Secretary/President/Chairman of the panty the seal of the

signatory affixed thereon.

There should be a specific provision in the rulesnd a
regulations/memorandum/Constitution of the pargarding organisational
elections at different levels and the periodicitysach elections and term of
office of the office-bearers of the party.

Besides procedure in the case of merger/dissolubibithe association

should be provided in the bye-laws.

(*** Sub paragraph 4(a) was substituted vide refieeeno. 1637/SEC-L/2005, dated 15.12.2005.)
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(v) Certified extracts from the latest electoral rallsrespect of atleast z »x+x
members of the organisation (including all officeabers/members of main
decision making organs like Executive Committeetitwe Council) to
show that they are registered electors.

(vi)  An affidavit duly signed by the President/Generati®tary of the applicant
party and sworn before &' tlass Magistrate/ Notary Public to the effect
that no member of the organisation is a membengpfather political party
registered with the Commission.

(vii) Individual affidavits from atleast 25 members o fharty to the effect that
the said member is a registered elector and th&t het a member of any
other political party registered with the commissio These affidavits
should be on Stamp Paper of atleast Rs.10/- demtimimand duly sworn
before a 1 class Magistrate/Oath Commissioner/Notary Publithese
affidavits should be from those persons in respEctwhom certified
extracts of electoral rolls are being furnished.

(viii) Particulars of Bank accounts in the name of théypar

(b) In the case of a political party already regyistl with the Election Commission
of India, the application shall be accompanied bg tocumentary evidence of its
registration with the Election Commission of Indiymbol particulars and a certified

copy of the party constitution, by whatever namléeda

(5) The application shall also be accompaniedalyeclaration to the effect that the
applicant has read and understood the provisiotisi®Order and that the political party
sought to be registered by him shall abide by tiegipions of this Order.

(6) The Commission may call for such other patéics) as it may deem fit from the
association or body or political party.

(7) The sub para (7) was deleted vide amendmeeterete no. 1637/SEC-L/2005, dated
15.12.2005.

(**** vide errata n0.1637/SEC-L/2005-2, dated 04.2006)
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* * (8)(i) Before registering a political party uad this order a notice shall be
published in A.P.Gazette as also one of the regjitaryuage daily newspapers
indicating therein the name of the political partis President and calling for

objections if any for such registration from thexgeal public.

(ii) If no objection is received with in 15 daydrom the date of publication in
A.P.Gazette/news papers as specified in sub para ébove, it shall be competent for
the State Election Commission to register the polital party as proposed in the
notice.

(iii) If any objection is received the State &len Commission may consider the
same and in case it is found to be flimsy, it mggct the same and register the political
party. If on the other hand the State Election @ussion considers that the objection is
prima facie genuine, then the same shall be conuvated to the applicant and his
remarks shall be called for. After receipt of ie@narks the Commission may either
decide the matter on merits on the basis of therdscavailable or it may give personal
hearing to the parties concerned and take a dadisere after. The decision of the State

Election Commission shall be final.

(iv) Every Association or Body of individual citime making an application under
this order for registration of political party shédke care to see that the name of the
political party proposed to be registered shouldrasemble the name of a political party
which is already registered with the State Elect@mmission, thus giving rise to a
confusion in the minds of the general public. Whtre State Election Commission is
either suo-moto or on objections received from gleaeral public considers that the
name of a political party sought to be registeedimilar to be a political party already
registered, it shall be competent to the Commissmreject the application. It shall
however, be open to the applicant to make a freghication by changing the name of
the political party and any such application wil bxamined de-novo as if it is a new

application. The decision of the State Election Gussion shall be final.
(** 8(i) to (iv) was substituted vide reference né92/SEC-L/2004, dt. 22.5.2004)
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(9) After an association or body or politicalfyehas been registered as a political party
as aforesaid,

(a) any change in its name, head office, office-beam@igress or in any other material
matters shall be communicated to the Commissionowitdelay;

(b) such associations or body or political party shaintain true accounts of its income
and expenditure, and particularly maintain sepaeateounts for the expenditure
incurred in connection with local body electionglicating details of the expenditure
incurred on the general publicity of the party, acaihdidate-wise expenditure
incurred for promoting the election of specific datates set up or supported by the
party in various elections to local bodies;

(c) a copy of the annual audited accounts of the panty a copy of the income-tax
returns filed under the law for the relevant yehallsbe filed in the office of the
Commission within a period of one year after thd efithe relevant financial year;

(d) should observe the provision of the Model Code andlict for Local Body Elections
issued by the Commission;

(e)follow or carry out the lawful directions and insttions of the Commission, given
from time to time, with a view to furthering the rmuct of free, fair and peaceful
elections or safeguarding the interests of the ménpublic and electorate in
particular.

Part - I

Allotment of Symbols

4. Allotment of Symbols : In every contested election, a symbol shall bettelibto a

contesting candidate in accordance with the promssiof this Order, and different

symbols shall be allotted to different candidatesraelection in the same local body.

5. Classification of Symbols :(1) For the purposes of this Order, symbols arbkeeit

reserved or free.
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(2) Save as otherwise provided in this Ordeeserved symbol is a symbol, which is
reserved for a recognised political party or a stgyed political party for exclusive

allotment to the contesting candidates set up aygharty.

(1) A free symbol is a symbol, other than a reservedsy.

*** 5 A:- Conditions for allotment of reserved symbol to egistered political parties:

(a) Registered political party without a reserveunol: No symbol shall be
reserved to any political party registered with theState Election Commission as per
the provisions of this Order unless and until the onditions specified in clause (b)
are satisfied. Such registered political party shalbe given preferential treatment in
allotment of free symbols to the candidates set upy it over the independent

candidates.

(b) Registered political party with a reserved sginb A registered political
party which returns 15 MPTC members or 3 ZPTC Membes or 15 Ward members
of Municipalities or 15 Ward Members of Municipal Corporations from any where
in the State shall be entitled for a reserved symbo It shall also be sufficient if a
political party returns a total number of 15 candidates from one or more of the local
bodies put together in the entire State. For the ppose of this clause one ZPTC
Member shall be treated as equal to 5 offices of embers of MPTC/Municipality/
Municipal Corporation. After each ordinary election, the performance of each
registered political party shall be evaluated in oder to identify the registered
political parties which satisfy the criteria for registration of a symbol. On
fulfillment of criteria stipulated for reservation of a symbol, the party concerned
shall in consultation with the State Election Comnssion furnish a list of three
symbols of its choice in the order of preference ahone of them will be reserved as

common symbol of the party by the State Election Gamission.

(*** para 5 A was inserted vide amendment no. 16&C-L/2005, dated 15.12.2005.)
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(c) Conditions for continued reservation of a comnsymbol for a registered
political party:If a symbol is reserved to a registered politicaparty under sub-
paragraph (b), the question whether it shall contime to be so reserved after any
subsequent ordinary election to local body shall epend upon the continued

fulfillment by it of the conditions specified theren.”

6.Choice_and allotment of symbols-(1) A candidate set up by a recognised National

Party at any election to the local bodies in theteSshall choose, and shall be allotted, the

symbol reserved for that party by the Election Cassion of India and no other symbol.

(2) A candidate set up by a recognised Staty paany election to the local bodies in
the State, whether such party is a State partyarState or not, shall choose, and shall be
allotted the symbol reserved for that party by Bbection Commission of India and no

other symbol.

*** (3) A candidate set up by a registered polittal party with a reserved symbol at
an election to the local body in the State shall close and shall be allotted a symbol

reserved for that party by the State Election Comnssion and no other symbol.

(4) In any election to the local bodies in th&at§&, a reserved symbol shall not be
chosen by, or allotted to, any candidate other thaandidate set up by a recognised or
registered political party with a reserved symboi fvhom such symbol has been

reserved, even if no candidate has been set updby garty in such election.

7. Choice of symbols by other candidates and allotemt thereof --

(1) Any candidate at an election to local bodiethe State, other than a candidate set
up by a recognised political party, or a candidatup by any registered political party
with a reserved symbol shall choose and shall Idted in accordance with the
provisions hereafter set out in this paragraph, ohehe symbols specified as free

symbols by the Commission.
(*** sub para 3 was substituted by amendment n@718EC-L/2005, dated 15.12.2005.)
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(2) Where any free symbol has been chosen by @am candidate at such election,
the returning officer/election officer shall alltdtat symbol to that candidate and to no

one else.

(3) Where the same free symbol has been chogeseveral candidates at such
election, then, --

(a) if of those several candidates one of thendickates is, or was holding the
same office, and was allotted that free symbohatgrevious election to the same office,
when he was chosen, the returning officer/electifficer shall allot that free symbol to
that candidate and to no one else; and

(b) if of those several candidates, no one iswas, a sitting member , the
returning officer/election officer shall decide loy to which of those candidates that free
symbol shall be allotted, and allot that free syhibdhe candidate on whom the lot falls
and to no one else;

*** (4) Where the same free symbol has been chdsgrseveral candidates at such

election, then —

(a)if, of those several candidates, only one is a icite set up by an registered
political party without a reserved symbol and dlk trest are independent
candidates, the returning officer shall allot thrae symbol to the candidate set
up by the registered political party without a rese symbol, and to no one
else; and, if, of those several candidates, twmore are set up by different
registered political parties without a reserved kgmand the rest are
independent candidates, the returning officer shedide by lot to which of the
two or more candidates set up by the differentsteged political parties
without a reserved symbol that free symbol shalalb@tted, and allot that free

symbol to the candidate on whom the lot falls, Bndo one else.

(*** sub para 4 was inserted vide amendment refegem. 1637/SEC-L/2005, dated 15.12.2005)
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Provided that where of the two or more such carndglaet up by such
different registered political parties without seeved symbol, only one is, or
was, immediately before such election, a sittingminer of the local body
(irrespective of the fact as to whether he wasttalibthat free symbol or any
other symbol at the previous election when he waxsen as such member),
the returning officer/election officer shall allahat free symbol to that

candidate, and to no one else:

(b) if, of those several candidates, no one is setyugnly registered political party
without a reserved symbol and all are independantlidates, but one of the
independent candidates is, or was, immediatelyrbesach election a sitting
member of the local body and was allotted that &gabol at the previous
election when he was chosen as member, the Regum@ificer/Election

Officer shall allot that free symbol to that caratel and to no one else; and

(c) if, of those several candidates, being all indepaeh@¢andidates, no one is, or
was, a sitting member as aforesaid, the returnffiget/election officer shall
decide by lot to which of those independent cartdglghat free symbol shall
be allotted, and allot that free symbol to the cdaies on whom the lot falls,

and to no one else.”

*8. When a candidate shall be deemed to be set by a political party:- For the

purpose of this Order, a candidate shall be degambd set up by a political party if, and

only if, he is nominated by the political party cenned, in such manner and in such
format as may be specified by the instructionsadsoy the State Election Commission,
under this paragraph.

(* para 8 was substituted vide reference no. 67C/8E/2001, dated. 23.6.2001.)
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9. Power of Commission to suspend or withdraw redisation of a political

party for its failure to observe Model Code or folow lawful directions and

instructions _of the Commission— Notwithstanding anything in this Order, if the

Commission is satisfied on information in its passen, that a political party, registered
under the provisions of this order, has failed & refused or is refusing or has shown or
is showing defiance by its conduct or otherwise ttaobserve the provisions of the
Model Code of Conduct for Local Body Elections,amsended from time to time, (b) to
abide by the provisions of this Order, or (c) ttdde or carry out the lawful directions
and instructions of the Commission, given from titagime, with a view to furthering
the conduct of free, fair and peaceful electionsafeguarding the interests of the general
public and electorate in particular, the Commissitay, after taking into account all the
available facts and circumstances of the case #&ed giving the party a reasonable
opportunity of showing cause in relation to thei@acttproposed to be taken against it,
either suspend, subject to such terms as the Caamisnay deem appropriate, or

withdraw the registration of such party.

10. Notification containing lists of political paties and symbols The

Commission shall, by one or more notificationshe Andhra Pradesh Gazette, publish
lists of recognised political parties and registigpelitical parties along with the symbols

reserved for each of them and also the list of ésewbols for each office.

11. Powers of Commission to _issue instructions:The Commission, may issue

instructions and directions --
(a) for the clarification of any of the provisions &ig Order;
(b)for the removal of any difficulty which may arisen irelation to the
implementation of any such provisions; and
(c)in relation to any matter with respect to the reagon and allotment of
symbols and registration of political parties, fehich this Order makes no
provision or makes insufficient provision, and geben is in the opinion of the

Commission necessary for the smooth and orderlguwctrof elections.
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*** 12 Power of the Commission to issue instruction® treqistered political parties

without reserved symbol:  The Commission may issue instructions for taedbit of

registered political parties without a reserved Bghnsuch instructions as it may feel
necessary for expeditious reservation of a resesyatbol if they fulfill the conditions

specified in sub-paragraph (b) of paragraph 5A.

*** 13. Transitional provision: Notwithstanding anything contained in paragraph®

symbol reserved to a registered political partyoprio the commencement of the
Registration of Political Parties and Allotment $ymbols (Amendment) Order, 2005
shall continue until after the third ordinary dlens to the Mandal Praja Parishads and
Zilla Praja Parishads and thereafter where suglitical party does not satisfy the
conditions specified in clause (a) of paragraph BAshall be competent for the State
Election Commission to withdraw such symbol afterrgy an opportunity of making
representation to the registered political partycssned.

(BY ORDER AND IN THE NAME OF THE STATE ELECTION COMISSIONER)

Sd/- D R Garg
Secretary
To
All District Collectors and District Election
All Chief Executive Officers of Zilla Praja Pariths in the State.
Copy to:
The Principal Secretary to Government, PR & RD De&pcretariat, Hyd.
The Principal Secretary to Government, M.A. & Uepartment, Secretariat, Hyd.
The Commissioner of Panchayat Raj & Rural EmployinénP., Hyderabad.
The Commissioner & Director of Municipal Administian, A.P., Hyderabad.

(*** paragraph 12 was substituted and paragrapiwas inserted vide amendment reference no.
1637/SEC-L/2005, dated 15.12.2005.)
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ANNEXURE

FORM —

- Xl

B

NOTICE AS TO NAMES OF CANDIDATES SET UP BY THE POLI CITAL PARTY

To

The Returning Officer,

Sub:- Election to the Office of

In Pursuance of Notification NoO..................

up a Candidates.

party.

Territorial Constituency,
Mandal Praja Parishad / Zillardfa Parishad
Temitial Constituency,
Mandal Praja Parishad / Zilla Praja iBhad - Setting

below is the approved candidate of the party ab@mes, and

| hereby giveotice on behalf of

that the person whose particulars are furrdshe columns (2) and (4)

the person whose particulars are mentionedoimmns (5) to (7) below is

the substitute candidate of the party, who willstep-in on the approved

candidate’s nomination being rejected on scrutinym his withdrawing

from the contest, if the substitute candidate i atcandidate, at the

ensuing election from this territorial constituency

Name of the
Territorial
Constituency

Name of
Approved
Candidate

Father’s/
Husband’s
Name of
Approved
candidate

Postal
Address of
Approved
candidate

Name
substitute

who will step in the
approved candidate

nomination

rejected on scrutin
his withdrawing
from the contest

or

of

the
candidat

being

Father’s/

FHusband’s

Name of
substitute

y
candidate

Postal
Address
of
Substitute

candidate

5

6

7

* 1.
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The notice in Form ‘B’ given earlier in favoof Shri/Smt. ................coooiiiinni. as
party’s approved candidates and Shri/ Smt...............cooviv it een
substitute candidate, is hereby rescinded.

as party’s




2. ltis certified that each of the candidatd®se name is mentioned above is a member of

this political party and his name is duly bornetloa rolls of members of this party.

Place: Yours faithfully,
Date:

(Name & Signature of the President/General
Secreta®f authorized Person of the party

(Seal of the party)

* Score off, if not applicable.

NOTE:

1. This must be delivered to the Returning Officer latér than 3.00 p.m on the last date for
withdrawal of candidature.

2. Form must be signed in ink by the office bearemightioned above. No facsimile signature
or signature by means of rubber stamp etc., ofodiiige bearer shall be accepted.

3. No form transmitted by fax shall be accepted

Para 2 of the Form must be scored off, if not ayaybie, or must be properly filled, if applicable.
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ANNEXURE - XIlII
FORM ‘A’
Communication with regard to Authorised Personmtionate names of Candidates set

up by recognised NATIONAL OR STATE Political Pary Registered Political parties with a

reserved symbol.

To

1. The District Election Authority & District Colétor,
................................................... District.

2. The Returning Officer
.............................. Territorial Constituency.
............................... Mandal Praja Parishad / Zilla Praja Paaid.

Sir,

Sub:- Elections to the Office of ............cociin. Territar Constituency,
.......................................... Mandal Praja Parishad / Zilla Prdjarishad —
Authorisation of person to intimate names of Caatid.

Ref:- State Election Commission Notification No.

o—_—
| hereby communicate the following person (s) hasve been authorised by the party
which is a National Party / State Party in the St#tAndhra Pradesh / Registered Political party
with a reserved symbol to intimate the names ottredidates proposed to be set up by the party

at the election cited above.

Name of the person Name of Office held Districts/areas/Constituency /
Authorised to send in the party Constituencies in respect of whigh
notice he has been authorised

1 2 3

ok~ 0D PR
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The specimen signature of the above mentioned pesmauthorised are given below:-

1. Specimen signature of Sri et B
(i) --- el (1) - (iii) ---- e
2. Specimen signature of Sri
0) (i) (iii)
3. Specimen signature of Sri e
(i) --- el (L) I (iii) ---- -
Place : Yours faithfully,
Date:
President/General Secretary
Name of the party
e of the party)

NOTE:

1. This must be delivered to the Collector & Distdection Authority not later than 3.00 pm
on the last date for making nominations.
2. Form must be signed in ink by the office bearemfghtioned above. No facsimile signature

or signature by means of rubber stamp etc., ofodiiige bearer shall be accepted
No form transmitted by fax shall be accepted.
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ANNEXURE - XIV

FORM - XI
[See Rule 18]

APPOINTMENT OF ELECTION AGENT

Election to Member, ............ccooviiinn. Territorial Constédncy of ............ccooevvieinnnn.
Mandal Praja Parishad / Zilla Praja Parishad.
To

The Returning Officer,

[, =-mmmmmmmmm e (0] B a candidate at the above election do hereby
appoint ---- of -- as my election agent from this day at the above
election.

Place

Date Signature of Candidate.
| accept the above appointment.

Place

Date Signature of Election Agent.

Approved

Signature and seal of the
Returning Officer
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ANNEXURE - XV

FORM - XII
[ See Rule 19]

APPOINTMENT OF POLLING AGENT

Election to Member, ... Territorial Consténcy of
............................... Mandal Praja Parishad / Zilla PrajaiBlaad.

the above election, do hereby appoint (name anceasd oo

----- as a polling agent to attend polling statho. -------------------- fixed for the poll -----—----
---- at

Place

Date Signature of Candidate / ElectionAgent

| agree to act as such polling agent.
Signature of Polling Agent

Declaration of polling agent to be signed before esiding Officer

| hereby declare that at above election | will dotanything forbidden by section 217 of
the Andhra Pradesh Panchayat Raj Act, 1994, whingtvé read / has been read over to me.

Date: ............... Signature of Polling Agent.

Signed before me

Date:- Presiding Officer
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ANNEXURE - XVI

FORM - XIlI
[ See Rule 20]

APPOINTMENT OF COUNTING AGENT

Election to Member, ... Territorial Consténocy of ...,
Mandal Praja Parishad / Zilla Praja Parishad.

To
The Returning Officer,

[, —-mmmmmmmm e a candidate / the electi@agent of ----------------- who is a candidate at
the above election, do hereby appomt the followpegsons as my counting agents to attend the
counting of votes at ---------------------

Name of the Counting Agent Address of the GiognAgent.
1.
2.
3
Signature of Candidate / Election Agent
I/We agree to act as such counting agents.
1.
2.
3.
Place
Date : Signature of the Counting Agents

Declaration of counting agents

We hereby declare that at the above election wenet do anything for bidden by
section 217 of the Andhra Pradesh Panchayat Raj1@4 which we have read/ has been read
over to us.

1
2
3
Signature of counting agent

Signed before me

Date ............... Returning Officer
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ANNEXURE - XVII

EXTRACTS OF STATUTORY PROVISIONS RELATING TO ELECTIONS OFFENCES

Extracts from A.P. Panchayat Raj Act, 1994

Section 211:

Corrupt Practices:- The following shall be deemed to be corrupt prastitor the purposes of
this Act-

(2) Bribery, that is to say,-

(A) Any gift, offer or promise by a candidate oslagent or by any other person with the
consent of a candidate or his election agent ofgratification, to any person whomsoever, with
the object directly or indirectly of inducing,-

(a) a person to stand or not to stand as or todvatk or not to withdraw from
being a candidate at an election, or
(b) an elector to vote or refrain from voting atedaction, or as a reward to-
I) a person for having so stood or not stood, or &mirlg withdrawn or
not having withdrawn his candidature; or
1)) an elector for having voted or refrained from vgtin
(B) The receipt of, or agreement to receive, argtifigation, whether as a motive or a
reward,-
(a) by a person for standing or not standing asfoorwithdrawing or not
withdrawing from being a candidate, or
(b) by any person whom so ever for himself or attyeo person for voting or
refraining from voting or inducing or attempting it@uce any elector to vote or refrain
from voting, or any candidate to withdraw or nowtibhdraw his candidature.

Explanation:- For the purposes of this clause the term 'gratifbc’ is not restricted to
pecuniary gratification or gratifications estimahble money and it includes all forms of
entertainment and all forms of employment for redaut it does not include the payment of any
expenses bonafide incurred at, or for the purpbsap election and duly entered in the account
of election expenses.

(2) Undue influence, that is to say, any directnalirect interference or attempt to interfere
on the part of the candidate or his agent or of@hgr person with the consent of the candidate
or his election agent with the free exercise of alegtoral right:

Provided that-

(a) without prejudice to the generality of the psbens of this clause any such person as
is referred to thereon, who-
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(i) threatens any candidate or any elector or arggn in whom a candidate, or
an elector is interested, with injury of any kindcluding social ostracism and
excommunication or expulsion from any caste or comity; or

(ii) induces or attempts to induce a candidateroelactor to believe that he, or
any person in whom he is interested will becomwitirbe rendered an object of divine
displeasure or spiritual censure, shall be deemécterfere with the free exercise of the
electoral right of such candidate or elector witthie meaning of this clause;

(b) a declaration of public policy, or a promisepaiblic action, or the mere exercise of a
legal right without intent to interfere with an eferal right, shall not be deemed to be
interference within the meaning of this clause.

3) The appeal by a candidate or his agent orryy ather person with the consent of a
candidate or his election agent to vote or reffieom voting for any person on the ground of his
religion, race, caste, community or language orutbe of, or appeal to religious symbols, or the
use of, or appeal to national symbols such as #tiemal flag or the national emblem, for the
furtherance of the prospects of the election of tteadidate or for prejudicially affecting the

election of any candidate:

Provided that no symbol allotted under this Aciatocandidate shall be deemed to be a
religious symbol or a national symbol for the pusg® of this clause.

(4) The promotion of, or attempt to promote fegsirof enmity or hatred between different
classes of the citizens of India on grounds ofyrefi, race, caste, community, or language by a
candidate, or his agent or any other person wighctinsent of a candidate or his election agent
for the furtherance of the prospects of the electibthat candidate or of prejudicially affecting
the election of any candidate.

(4A) The propagation of the practice or the commissof sati or its glorification by a
candidate or his agent or any other person witlctmsent of the candidate or his election agent
for the furtherance of the prospects of the electibthat candidate or for pre-judicially affecting
the election of any candidate.

Explanation:- For the purpose of this clause, "satid “glorification” in relation of sati
shall have the meanings respectively assignedemm tim the Commission of Sati (Prevention)
Act, 1987.

(5) The publication by a candidate or his agertyany other person, with the consent of a
candidate or his election agent or any statemerfaaf which is false, and which he either
believes to be false, or does not believe to be itruelation to the personal character or conduct
of any candidate or in relation to the candidature withdrawal of any candidate, being a
statement reasonably calculated to prejudice tbegects of that candidate's election.

(6) The hiring or procuring whether, on paymenbtirerwise of any vehicle or vessel by a
candidate or his agent or by any other person thiéhconsent of a candidate or his election
agent, or the use of such vehicle or vessel fofrde conveyance of any elector other than that
the candidate himself the members of his familfiisragent to or from any polling station:
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Provided that the hiring of a vehicle or vessebbyelector or by several electors at their
joint costs for the purpose of conveying him ornthe®® and from any such polling station or
place fixed for the poll shall not be deemed toabeorrupt practice under this clause if the
vehicle or vessel so hired is a vehicle or vessepropelled by mechanical power;

Provided further that the use of any public tramspehicle or vessel by any elector at his
own cost for the purpose of going to or coming frany such polling station or place fixed for
the poll shall not be deemed to be a corrupt practnder this clause.

Explanation:- In this clause the expression "vehicle" means\athycle used or capable
of being used for the purpose of road transportetidr propelled by mechanical power or
otherwise and whether used for drawing other vehiol otherwise.

(6A) The incurring or authorizing of expenses amzavention of section 230-A.

(7 The obtaining or procuring or abetting or @i¢ing to obtain or procure by a candidate
or his agent, or by any other person with the consé a candidate or his election agent, any
assistance (other than the giving of vote) forftivtherance of the prospects of that candidate's
election, from any person in the service of theeSt@entral Government, Local Authority or a
Corporation owned or controlled by the State ort€2¢iGovernment:

Provided that where any person, in the servicenefState or Central Government or a
Local Authority in the discharge or purported decfe of his official duty, makes any
arrangements or provides any facilities or doesathgr act or thing, for to or in relation to, any
candidate or his agent or any other person actitigthe consent of the candidate or his election
agent (whether by reason of the office held by dhedidate or for any other reason), such
arrangements, facilities or act or thing shall Inetdeemed to be assistance for the furtherance of
the prospects of that candidate's election.

(8) Booth capturing by a candidate or his agermtber person.

Explanation:- (1) In this section the expression 'agent' inctude election agent, a
polling agent, and any person who is held to hatedaas an agent in connection with election
the consent of the candidate.

(2) For the purposes of Clause (7) a person bealleemed to assist in the furtherance of the
prospects of a candidate's election if he acthasextion agent of that candidate.

3) For the purposes of Clause (7) notwithstandingthing contained in any other law, the
publication in the Andhra Pradesh Gazette of thposgment, resignation, termination of
service, dismissal or removal from service of asperin the service of the Government shall be
conclusive proof-

(i) of such appointment, resignation, termination a¥ise, dismissal or removal from
service, as case may be; and
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(i) where the date of taking effect of such appwmient resignation, termination of
service, dismissal or removal from service, ascee may be, is stated in such publication, also
of the fact that such person was appointed witkeceffrom the said date, or in the case of
resignation, termination of service, dismissalemoval from services, such person ceased to be
in such service with effect from the said date.

(4) For the purposes of sub-section (8), boothwap shall have the same meaning as
in section 224.

Section 212:

Penalty for illegal hiring or procuring of conveyarce at elections:- If any person is guilty of
any such corrupt practices as is specified in sdben (7) of section 211 at or in connection
with an election, he shall be punishable with irspnment which may extend to three months
and with fine..

Section 213:

Promoting _enemity between classes in_connection Wwitelection:- Any person who in
connection with an election under this Act promobesattempts to promote on grounds of
religion, race, caste, community or language, mgslior enemity or hatred, between different
classes of the citizens of India shall be punighabith imprisonment for a term which may
extend to three years and with fine which may exterthree thousand rupees.

Section 214:

Prohibition of public meetings before the date of pll:-

(1) No person shall:-

(a) convene, hold or attend join or address anyi@uieeting or procession in connection with
an election;

Or

(b) display to the public any election matter byame of cinematography, television or other
similar apparatus; or

(c) propagate any election matter to the publidblding, or by arranging the holding of, any

musical concert or any theatrical performance or @her entertainment or amusement with a
view to attracting the members of the public theré any polling area during the period of

forty eight hours prior to the hour fixed for thenclusion of the poll in the case of Mandal Praja
Parishads and Zilla Parisliads and forty four hquiier to the hour fixed for the conclusion of

the poll in the case of Gram Panchayats.
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(2) Any person who contravenes the provisionsuli-section (1) shall be punishable with
imprisonment for a term which may extend to tworgear with fine or with both.

3) In this section, the expression “election edttmeans any matter intended or calculated
to influence or affect the result of election.

Section 215:

Disturbance at election meetings:-

(1) Any person who at a public meeting to whicls thection applies acts or incites others to act
in a disorderly manner for the purpose of preventire transaction of the business for which the
meeting was called together, shall he punishabtl wmprisonment which may extend to six
months or with fine which may extend to two thousampees.

(1A) An offence punishable under sub-section (Hildbe cognizable.

(2) This section applies to any public meeting afpolitical character held in any
constituency between the date of the issue of ioatibn under this Act calling upon the
constituency to elect a member or members or ofiearers of a Local Authority and the date
on which such election is held.

3) If any police officer reasonably suspects pagson of committing an offence under sub-
section (1) he may, if requested to do by the Q@leason of the meeting require that person to
declare to him immediately his name and addressihticht person refuses or fails so to declare
his name and address or if the police officer reably suspects him of giving a false name or
address, the police officer may arrest him witheatrant.

Section 216:
Restrictions on the printing of pamphlets, postergtc.- (1) No person shall print or publish or

cause to be printed or published, any election eehr poster which does not bear on its face
the names and addresses of the printer and thispebthereof.

(2) No person shall print or cause to be printeglelection pamphlet or poster :-

(a) unless a declaration as to the identity of the ighbl thereof, signed by him and attested
by two persons to whom he is personally known,dbvdred by him to the printer in
duplicate; and

(b) unless, within a reasonable time after the prinththe document, one copy of the

declaration is sent by the printer, togethi¢h one copy of the document-

(i) where it is printed in the capital of the State the Election Commissioner,
and
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(if) in any other case, to the District Magistrafehe district in which it is
printed.

3) For the purpose of this section,-

(a) any process for multiplying copies of a docuther than copying it by hand, shall
be deemed to be printing and the expression 'prsttall be construed accordingly; and

(b) "election pamphlet or poster" means any pringainphlet, hand-bill or other
document distributed for the purpose of promotingi@judicing the election of a candidate or
group of candidates or any placard or poster hangfgrence to an election, but does not include
any handbill, placard or poster merely announchegdate, time, place and other particulars of
an election meeting or routine instructions to #tecagents or workers.

(4) Any person who contravenes any of the promsiof subsection (1) or sub-section (2)
shall be punishable with imprisonment for a termolvimay extend to six months, or with fine
which may extend to two thousand rupees or with bot

Section 217:

Maintenance of secrecy of voting:-

(2) Every officer, clerk, agent or other persorovwgerforms any duty in connection with the

recording or counting of votes at an election shadintain, and aid in maintaining, the secrecy
of the voting and shall not (except for some puep@athorised by or under any law)

communicate to any person any information calcdlébeviolate such secrecy.

(2) Any person who contravenes provisions of sciise (1) shall be punishable with
imprisonment for a term, which may extend to thremnths or with fine or with both.

Section 218:

Officers etc., at elections not to act for candida&s or to influence voting:-

(2) No person who is a District Election Officer a returning officer or an assistant
returning officer, or a presiding officer or poljrofficer at an election, or an officer or clerk
appointed by the returning officer or the presidafjcer to perform any duty in connection with
an election shall in the conduct or the manageménhe election do any act other than the
giving of vote for the furtherance of the prospegftthe election of a candidate.

(2) No such person as aforesaid, and no memlzepofice force, shall endeavour,-
(a) to persuade any person to give his vote ateati@n, or

(b) to dissuade any person from giving his votaragélection, or
(c) to influence the voting of any person at arctda in any manner.
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(3) Any person who contravenes the provisionsutissction (1) or sub-section (2) shall be
punishable with imprisonment, which may extendixansonths, or with fine or with both.

Section?219:

Prohibition of canvassing in or near polling statims,-

(1) No person shall, on the date or dates on whigloll is taken at any polling station,
commit any of the following acts within the pollirggation or in any public or private place
within a distance of one hundred meters of themmpktation, namely,-

(a) canvassing for votes; or

(b) soliciting the vote of any elector; or

(c) persuading any elector not to vote for anyipaldr candidate; or

(d) persuading any elector not to vote at the Eegbr

(a) exhibiting any notice or signs (other than an @iaotice) relating to the election.

(2) Any person who contravenes the provisions bfsection (1) shall be punished with fine
which may extend to two hundred and fifty rupees.
Section220:

Penalty for disorderly conduct in or near polling gations:- (1) No person shall, on the date or
dates on which a poll is taken at any polling stati

(a) use or operate within or at the entrance optiieng station, or in any public or private place
in the neighbourhood thereof, any apparatus forliéyimy or reproducing the human voice,
such as a megaphone or a loudspeaker, or

(b) shout, or otherwise act in a disorderly manmignin or at the entrance of the polling station
or in any public or private place in the neighbmati thereof, so as to cause annoyance to any
person visiting the polling station for the polt,sp as to interfere with the work of the officers
and other persons on duty at the polling station.

(2) Any person who contravenes, or willfully aids abets the contravention of the
provisions Subsection (1) shall be punishable witprisonment which may extend to three
months or with fine or with both.

(3) If the presiding officer of a polling statiora$ reason to believe that any person is
committing or has committed an offence punishalplgen this section, he may direct any police
officer to arrest such person, and thereupon theepofficer shall arrest him.

(4) Any police officer may take such steps, and sisgh force as may be reasonably necessary
for preventing any contravention of the provisioofs sub-section (1), and may seize any
apparatus used for such contravention.
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Section 221:

Penalty for misconduct at the polling station:-(1) Any person who during the hours fixed for
the poll at any polling station misconducts hims®lffails to obey the lawful directions of the
presiding officer may be removed from the pollirigt®n by the presiding officer or by any
police officer on duty or by any person authorigethis behalf by such presiding officer.

(2) The powers conferred by sub-section (1) shatlbe exercised so as to prevent any
elector who is otherwise entitled to vote at aipglistation from having opportunity of voting at
that station.

(3) If any person who has been so removed fromirgpktation reenters the polling
station, without the permission of the presidinficef he shall be punishable with imprisonment
for a term which may extend to three months, ohviite, or with both.

Section 221A:
Penalty for failure to observe procedure for voting- If an elector to whom a ballot paper

has been issued, refuses to observe the procedeseiped for voting, the ballot paper issued to
him shall be liable for cancellation.

Section 221B:

Prohibition of going armed to or near a polling staion:- (1) No person other than a Police
Officer and any other person appointed to mainpgace and order, at a polling station who is
on duty at the polling station, shall, on a polloay, go armed with arms, as defined in the Arms
Act, 1959, of any kind within the neighbourhoodagbolling station.

(2) If any person contravenes the provisions bfsection (1), he shall be punishable
with imprisonment for a term which may extend t@tyears, or with fine, or with both.

3) An offence punishable under sub-section [ja)lde cognizable.
Section 222:

Breaches of official duty in connection with electins:-

(1) If any person to whom, this section appliewithout reasonable cause guilty of any
act or omission in breach of his official duty, $teall be punishable with fine, which any extend
to five hundred rupees.

(2) No suit or other legal proceedings shall li@iagt any such person for damages in
respect of any such act or omission as aforesaid.

(3) The persons to whom this section applies aeltistrict Election Officers, returning

officers, assistant returning officers, presidirf§icers, polling officers, and any other person
appointed to perform any duty in connection witie receipt of nominations or withdrawal of
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candidatures, or the recording or counting of vaesan election and the expression "official
duty" shall for the purposes of this section bestared accordingly but shall not include duties
imposed otherwise than by or under this Act.

Section 223:

Penalty for Government Servants etc. for acting aslection agent, polling agent or counting
agent:-

If any person in the service of the State or Cém@@ernment or a local Authority or a
Corporation owned or controlled by the State ort@iisovernment acts as an election agent or
a polling agent or a counting agent of a candidatan election he shall be punishable with
imprisonment for a term which may extend to thremths, or with fine or with both.

Section 224:

Offence of booth capturing:- (1) Whoever commits an offence of booth capturshall be
punishable with imprisonment for a term which shedt be less than one year but which may
extend to three years and with fine, and where siffdnce is committed by a person in the
service of the Government, he shall be punishaltle imprisonment for a term which shall not
be less than three years but which may extendiéoyears and with fine.

Explanation:- For the purposes of this sub-section and sect8#A2'Booth capturing”
includes, among other things, all or any of théofeing activities, namely,-

(a) seizure of a polling station or a place fixed the poll by any person or persons, making
polling authorities surrender the ballot papersvoting machines and doing of any other act
which affects to orderly conduct of elections;

(b) taking possession of a polling station or a@léxed for the poll by any person or persons
and allowing only his or their own supporters t@reise their right to vote and prevent others
from free exercise of their right to vote;

(c) coercing or intimidating or threatening dirgcthr indirectly threatening any elector and
preventing him from going to the polling stationaoplace fixed for the poll to cast his vote;

(d) seizure of a place for counting of votes by gmyson or person, making the counting
authorities surrender the ballot papers or votingcimmes and the doing of anything which

affects the orderly counting of votes;

(e) doing by any person in the service of Goverrtnoérall or any of the aforesaid activities or

aiding or conniving at any such activity in thetharance of the prospects of the election of a
candidate.

(2) An offence punishable under sub-section (1)l §igacognizable.
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Section 225:

Removal of ballot papers or ballot boxes from polhg stations to be an offence:

(1) Any person who at any election fraudulentlyetslor attempts to take a ballot paper or
ballot box out of polling station, or willfully agdor abets the doing of any such act shall be
punishable with imprisonment for a term which mayeed to five years and with fine which
may extend upto five thousand rupees.

(2) If the presiding officer of a polling statiora$ reason to believe that any person is
Committing or has committed an offence, punishabider sub-section (1), such officer may,
before such person leaves the polling station toredirect a police officer to arrest such person
and such person may cause him to be searched bjica pfficer: Provided that when it is
necessary to cause a woman to be searched thd steit be made by another woman with
strict regard to decency.

(3) Any ballot paper found upon the person arrestedearch shall be made over for safe
custody to a police officer by the presiding offioe when the search is made by a police officer,
shall be kept by such officer in safe custody.

Section 225A:

Liguor not to be sold given or distributed on pollng day.:- (1). No spirituous, fermented or
intoxicating liquors or other substances of a liteure shall be sold, given or distributed at a
hotel, eating house, tavern, shop or any othereplpablic or private, within a polling area
during the period of forty-eight hours prior to theur fixed for the conclusion of the poll in the
case of Mandal Praja Parishads and Zilla Prajsstrads and forty four hours prior to the
conclusion of poll in the case of Gram Panchayatsaso on the counting day.

(2) Any person who contravenes the provisions tfsection (1), shall be punishable with
imprisonment for a term which may extend to six thenor with fine which may extend to two
thousand rupees, or with both.

3) Where a person is convicted of an offence utisrsection, the spirituous, fermented or
intoxicating liquors or other substances of a hiedure found in his possession shall be liable to
confiscation and the same shall be disposed aich smanner as may be prescribed.

Section 225B:

Adjournment of poll in_emergencies:- (1) If at an election the proceedings at any pglli
station are interrupted or obstructed by any rastopen violence, or if at an election it is not
possible to take the poll at any polling statiorsoch place on account of any natural calamity,
or any other sufficient cause, the Presiding offiwe such polling station shall announce and
adjournment of the poll to a date to be notifiei@iaand he shall forthwith inform the Returning
Officer concerned.

(2) Whenever a poll is adjourned under sub-seciiby the Returning officer, shall
immediately report the circumstances to the Distlection Authority and the State Election
Commission, and shall, as soon as may be, withpteeious approval of the State Election
Commission, appoint the day on which the poll slhetiommence, and fix the hours during
which, the poll will be taken, and shall not codhé votes cast at such election until such
adjourned poll shall have been completed.
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3) In every such case as aforesaid, the Returfificer shall notify in such manner as the
State Election Commission may direct, the datelamds of polling fixed under sub-section (2).

Section 225C:

Fresh poll in the case of destruction etc., of bait boxes:-(1) If at any election,- (a) any ballot
box used at a polling station is unlawfully takart of the custody of the Presiding officer or the
Returning officer, or is accidentally or intentidigadestroyed or lost or is damaged or tampered
with, to such an extent, that the result of the abthat polling station cannot be ascertained: or

(b) any voting machine develops a mechanical faitluring the course of the recording
of votes; or

(c) any such error or irregularity in proceduresaBkely to vitiate the poll is committed
at a polling station, the Returning officer shalithwith report the matter to the State Election
Commission.

(2) Thereupon the State Election Commission sladtiér taking all material circumstances
into account; either-

(a) declare the poll at that polling station tovio&d, appoint a day, and fix the hours, for
taking a fresh poll at that polling station andifyothe day so appointed and the hours so fixed in
such manner as it may deem fit; or

(b) if satisfied that the result of a fresh pdlltiae polling station will not, in any way,
affect the result of the election or that the meatel failure of the voting machine or the error or
irregularity in procedure is not material, issuetsdirections to the Returning Officer as it may
deem proper for the further conduct and completiote election.

3) The provisions of this Act and of any rulesoatlers made thereunder shall apply to every
such fresh poll as they apply to the original poll.

Section 225D:

Destruction, loss, etc., of ballot papers at therie of counting:- (1) If any time before the
counting of votes is completed any ballot papeedust a polling station are unlawfully taken
out of the custody of the Returning Officer or aceidentally or intentionally destroyed or lost
or are damaged or tampered with, to such an ettiahthe result of the poll at the polling station
cannot be ascertained, the Returning officer $bethwith report the matter to the State Election
Commission.

(2) Thereupon, the State Election Commission sh#tier taking all material circumstances
into account, either,-

(a) direct that the counting of votes shall beptm, declare the poll at the polling station

to be void, appoint a day, and fix the hours, fting a fresh poll at the polling station and
notify the date so appointed and hours so fixesbich manner as it may deem fit; or
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(b) if satisfied that the result of a fresh pdlithat polling station will not, in any way,
affect the result of the election, issue such divaes to the Returning officer as it may deem
proper for the resumption and completion of thentimg and for the further conduct and
completion of the election in relation to which th@tes have been counted.

3) The provisions of this Act and of any rulesoatders made thereunder shall apply to every
such fresh poll as they apply to the original poll.

Section 226:

Impersonation at election:- Whoever at an election applies for a ballot papevaies in the
name of any other person, whether living or deadtha fictitious name, or who having voted
once at such election applies at the same eleftiom ballot paper in his own name, and
whoever abets, procures or attempts to procuredtieg by any person in any such way shall be
punished with imprisonment for a term which mayeext to five years and with fine which may
extend to five thousand rupees.

Section 227:

Other offences and penalties thereunder:-
(1) A person shall be guilty of an electoral offenfat any election he,-

(a) fraudulently defaces or fraudulently destroyg aomination paper; or
(b) fraudulently defaces or destroys or removeslishwnotice or other documents affixed by or untler authority of a returning officer, or

(c) fraudulently defaces or fraudulently destroyy &allot paper or the official mark or any
ballot paper or any declaration of identity or offi envelope used in connection with voting by
postal ballot; or

(d) without due authority supplies any ballot pajgeany person or receives any ballot paper
from any person or is in possession of any babqep; or

(e) fraudulently puts into any ballot box anythinther than the ballot paper which he is
authorised by law to put in; or

() without due authority destroys; takes, opensthrerwise interferes with any ballot box or
ballot papers then in use for the purposes of ligetien; or

(g) fraudulently or without due authority as theseanay be, attempts to do any of the foregoing
acts or willfully aids or abets the doing of angkacts.

(2) Any person guilty of an electoral offence untles section shall,-

(a) if he is a returning officer or an assistantimeing officer or a presiding officer at a polling
station or any other officer or clerk employed dfic@l duty in connection with the election, be
punishable with imprisonment for a term which mayead to two years or with fine or with
both;

(b) if he is any other person, be punishable witpbrisonment for a term which may extend to
six months or with fine or with both.
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(3) For the purposes of this section a person $leatleemed to be on official duty if duty
IS to take part in the conduct of an election at paan election including the counting of votes
or to be responsible after an election for the ubatlot papers and other documents in
connection with such election, but the expressiofiiclal duty” shall not include any duty
imposed otherwise than by or under this Act.

Section 228:

Penalty for offences not otherwise provided for:\Whoever does any act in contravention of
any of the provisions of this Act, or of any rufetification or order made, issued or passed,
thereunder and not otherwise provided for in thid 8hall, on conviction be punished with

imprisonment which extend to two years and withefiwhich may extend to two thousand

rupees.

Section 229:

Offences by companies:{1) Where an offence under this Act, has been ctiemnby a
company, every person who at the time the offenas @ommitted, was in charge of and was
responsible to the company for the conduct of thsirtess of the company as well as the
company shall be deemed to be guilty of the offeaue shall be liable to be proceeded against
and punished accordingly;

Provided that nothing contained in this sub-secsbiall render any such person liable any
punishment if he proves that the offence was cotethivithout his knowledge or that he had
exercised all due diligence to prevent the commissif such offence.

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-s@tt{l) where any offence under this
Act has been committed by a company and it is mrdkat offence has been committed with the
consent or connivance or is attributable to anylesgn the part of any director, manager,
secretary or other officer of the company suchatiime manager, secretary or other official shall
be deemed to be guilty of that offence and shalidi#e to be proceeded against and punished
accordingly.

Explanation :- For the purposes of this section-
a. "company" means any body corporate and includesrna ér other association or
individuals; and
b. "director" in relation to a firm means a partnethe firm.

Section 230:

Application of Chapter:- This chapter shall apply to candidates of anyteledeld under this
Act.
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Section 230-A:

Account of election expensesil) Every candidate, at any election held under Attt shall,
either by himself, or by his election agent, keegeparate and correct account of all expenditure
incurred in connection with the election, betwelea date on which the candidate concerned has
been nominated, and the date of declaration ofrékalt of the election, both dates inclusive
(hereinafter in this chapter referred to as ‘eteteéxpenses’).

Explanation-I:- * Election expensesfor purpose of this Act shall mean all expenses in
connection with the election,-

(c) incurred, or authorized by the contesting candidatéy his election agent;

(b) incurred by any association, or body of persendy any individual (other than the
candidate or his election agent), aimed at prorgotin procuring the election of the candidate
concerned; and

(c)incurred by any political party, by which thendidate is set up, so as to promote or
procure his election;

Provided that any expenses incurred by any pdlitmaty as part of its general
propaganda, (which is distinguishable from its #teccampaign, for the promotion or procuring
the election of a particular candidate), by wordther written or spoken, or by signs or visible
representations, or by audio-visual devises, avugin print or electronic media or otherwise,
shall not constitute ‘election expenses’ for pugsosf this Act.

Explanation-1I:- (1) For the removal of doubts, it is hereby demfathat any expenses
incurred in respect of any arrangements made jtfasilprovided or any other act or thing done
by any person in the service of the Governmentlaidnging to any of the classes mentioned in
clause (7) of section 211 in the discharge or paeolodischarge of his official duty as mentioned
in the proviso to that clause shall not be deemedaetexpenses in connection with the election
incurred or authorized by a candidate or by histala agent for the purposes of this sub-
section.

(2) The account of election expenses shall corgagh particulars, as may by order, be
specified by the State Election Commission.

(3) The total of the said expenses shall not exsesth amount, as may by order, be
specified by the State Election Commission.

Section 230-B:

Lodging of account with the District Election Autharity :- every contesting candidate at an
election shall, within forty five days from the dadf declaration of the result of the election,
lodge with the District Election Authority, an aesu of his election expenses, which shall be a
true copy of the account kept by him, or by hictte agent, under section 230A.
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ANNEXURE XVII
MODEL CODE OF CONDUCT FOR LOCAL BODY ELECTIONS:

Under Articles 243-K and 243 ZA of the Constitution of India and all other powers

hereunto enabling, the State Election Commission, hereby, issues the following code of
conduct to be followed in order to ensure free, fair and peaceful elections to Gram
Panchayats, Mandal Praja Parishads, Zilla Praja Parishads, Nagar Panchayats,
Municipalities, and Municipal Corporations in the state of Andhra Pradesh.

Applicability and area of enforcement:

1.

wn

3(A)*

3 (B)*

(a) The Code shall be known as the Code of Conduct for local body elections.

(b) It shall apply to political parties, contesting candidates, Ministers, employees
of the State Government and local bodies and other public servants connected
with local body elections.

This Code shall come into force from the date of issuance of election notification.
The words and expression used in this Code shall have the same meaning as
assigned to them under A.P. Panchayat Raj Act, 1994, A.P. Municipalities Act,
1965 and Hyderabad Municipal Corporation Act, 1955, and the rules framed
thereunder.

When ordinary elections are notified either for the Rural Local Bodies or for the
Urban Local Bodies located in the entire State, the Model Code of Conduct is
applicable for the entire State.

When elections are notified to a limited number of casual or ordinary vacancies in
the Local Bodies, otherwise than State-wide ordinary elections, the area of
applicability or enforcement of Model Code of Conduct shall be as follows:-

ZPTC Member: When election is notified to a ZPTC, the Model Code of
Conduct shall be applicable for the entire area of the Revenue Division in
which the ZPTC is located.

MPTC Member: When election is notified for an MPTC, the Model Code of
Conduct shall be applicable for the entire area of the Mandal Praja Parishad in
which the MPTC is located.

Sarpanch or Ward Member(s) of a Gram Panchayat or for both: When the
election is notified for the office of Sarpanch or Ward Member(s) of a Gram
Panchayat or for both, the Model Code of Conduct shall be applicable for the
entire area of that Gram Panchayat.

Member of a Municipality / Nagar Panchayat: When election is notified to the
office of Member of a Municipality / Nagar Panchayat, the Model Code of
Conduct shall be applicable for the entire area of that Municipality or Nagar
Panchayat.

Member of a Municipal Corporation: When election is notified to the office of
Member of a Municipal Corporation, the Model Code of Conduct shall be
applicable for the entire area of that Municipal Corporation.

(* 3(A) & (B) were inserted vide amendment notification No. 2540/SEC-B 1/2006,

dated

13.11.20086.)
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General Conduct

No party or candidate shall indulge in any activity which may aggravate existing
differences or create mutual hatred or cause tension between different castes
and communities, religions or languages.

There shall be no appeal to Religion, Communal or Caste feelings for securing
votes.

Places of worship such as Temples, Mosques, Churches, etc., shall not be used
as forum for election propaganda.

No criticism of any aspect of candidates private life which is not connected with
his public life shall be made nor any allegation be made which are based on
unverified facts or incidents.

Criticism of a political party, when made, shall be confined to its policies and
programmes, past record and works and shall not be based on unverified
allegations.

Organising demonstration or picketings before the houses of individuals by way
of protesting against their opinion or activity shall not be resorted to under any
circumstances.

No party or candidate shall permit their followers for using any private property /
public property for erecting flag staffs, pasting notices, posters or slogans etc., or
suspending banners without written permission from the owner / competent
authority of the property concerned. Further, a copy of such written permission
shall forthwith be sent to the Election Officer / District Election Authority.

No candidate or his workers shall remove or deface the flag erected or posters
pasted by another candidate or political party.

All parties and candidates shall scrupulously avoid all activities which are corrupt
practices and offences under the Election Law such as:

(1) To appeal for vote or not to vote on the basis of religion, caste or
community and to use any religious symbol for soliciting votes.

(i) To print or publish any poster, pamphlet, leaf-let, circular or advertisement
without mentioning the name and address of the printer and the publisher.

(i)  To publish a statement or news item which is false or not believed to be
true with respect to a candidate’s personal conduct or character with a
view to adversely affect the prospect of his or her election.

(iv)  To obstruct or disturb any election meeting organised by another political
party or candidate.

(v)  To take out processions or hold public meetings during the period of:-

(a) forty-eight hours ending with the hours fixed for the close of the poll in
the case of Municipal Corporations, Municipalities and Nagar
Panchayats.

(b) Forty-eight hours prior to the hour fixed for the commencement of poll
in the case of elections to Zilla Praja Parishads and Mandal Praja
Parishads.

(c) Forty-four hours prior to the hour fixed for commencement of poll in the
case of elections to Gram Panchayats.

(vi)  To bribe or offer reward in any form to voters.
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10.

(vi) To canvas or to appeal for votes within hundred meters of a polling
station.

(viii) To use any conveyance or means of transport for the voters to or from the
polling station.

(ix)  To behave in an unruly manner within or near about the polling station or
to obstruct a polling officer in the discharge of his duty.

(x) To impersonate a voter or attempt to cast vote under the false name of
voter.

The carrying of effigies purporting to represent members of other political parties
or their leaders, burning such effigies in public and such other forms of
demonstration shall not be countenanced by any political party or candidate.

Meetings

No party or candidate shall hold public meetings or processions without obtaining
necessary permission from the competent Local Authorities.

No party or candidate shall use loud speakers without obtaining necessary
permission from the Competent Authority and shall not use the loud speaker for
purposes other than transmitting speeches, live or recorded. The loud speakers
shall not be used to transmit music or songs. The loud speakers shall be used
only between 06.00 AM and 10.00 PM The Police are authorised to seize the
offending equipment if any body violates the same. The political parties and
candidates shall endeavor to see that no disturbance is caused in the vicinity of
hospitals due to electioneering to avoid inconvenience to the patients.

While granting permission for organising an Election Meeting at a Public place,
no distinction should be made between the candidates or the political parties. In
case more than one candidate or party requests for holding meeting at the same
place and the same date and time, the permission should be granted to such
candidate or party who applies first.

Processions

A party or candidate organizing a procession shall decide before hand the time
and place of the starting of the procession, the route to be followed and the time
and place at which the procession will terminate. There shall ordinarily be no
deviation from the programme.

The organizers of the procession shall give advance intimation to the local police
authorities of the programme so as to enable the latter to make necessary
arrangements.

The organizers shall ascertain if any restrictive orders are in-force in the localities
through which the procession has to pass and shall comply with the restrictions
unless exempted specialty by competent authority. Any traffic regulations or
restrictions shall also be carefully adhered to.

The organizers shall take steps in advance to arrange for passage of the
procession so that there is no block or hindrance to traffic. If the procession is
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very long, it shall be organized in segments of suitable lengths, so that at
convenient intervals, especially at points where the procession has to pass road
junctions, the passage of held up traffic could be allowed by stages thus avoiding
heavy traffic congestion.

Processions shall be so regulated as to keep as much to the right of the road as
possible and the direction and advice of the police on duty shall bed strictly
complied with.

If two or more political parties or candidates propose to take processions over the
same route or parts thereof at about the same time, the organizers shall establish
contact well in advance and decide upon the measures to be taken to see that
the processions do not clash or cause hindrance to traffic. The assistance of the
local police shall be availed of for arriving at a satisfactory arrangement. For this
purpose, the parties shall contact the police at the earliest opportunity.

The political parties or candidates shall exercise control to the maximum extent
possible in the matter of processionists carrying article which may be put to
misuse by undesirable elements, especially in moments of excitement.

Polling Day

On the polling day, all political parties and candidates shall :-
(a) Supply to their authorized workers suitable badges or Identity cards

(b) Refrain from serving or distributing liquor within the polling area
during the period of forty-eight hours fixed for conclusion of the poll
in the case Zilla Praja Parishads and Mandal Praja Parishads and
forty-four hours prior to the hour fixed for conclusion of the poll in
the case of Gram Panchayats and also on the counting day.

(c) Not allow unnecessary crowds to be collected near the camps set
by the political parties and candidates near the polling stations so
as to avoid confrontation and tension among workers and
sympathizers of the parties and candidates.

(d)  Co-operate with the authorities in complying with the restrictions to
be imposed on the plying of vehicles on the polling day and
obtained permits for them which should be displayed prominently
on those vehicles.

The identity slips given to voters shall be on plain (white) papers and shall not
contain any symbol or name of the candidate. The name of the voter, his
father's/husband’'s name, ward number, polling booth number and the serial
number of the voter in the electoral roll shall only be written on the identity slip.

Every candidate and the political party shall co-operate with the Officers on
Election Duty to ensure peaceful and orderly polling.
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VI.

VII.

VIII.

Polling Booth

Excepting the voters, no one without a valid pass from the State Election
Commission shall enter the polling booths.

Observers

The State Election Commission is appointing Observers. If the candidates or
their agents have any specific complaint or problem regarding the conduct of
elections they may bring the same to the notice of the Observer.

Expenditure

No contesting candidate shall incur the election expenditure in excess of the
expenditure fixed by the State Election Commission, by notification

The contesting candidate shall maintain day-to-day expenditure record in the
prescribed proforma which will be supplied to him free of cost on the date of
acceptance of his candidature.

Every contesting candidate shall, within 45 days of announcement of results,

submit the election expenditure account in the prescribed proforma to the District

Election Authority.

Party in Power

A Public Servant shall remain absolutely impartial during the elections and he
shall not indulge in any campaigning activity for or against any contesting
candidate or political party.

A Public Servant shall not participate or accompany the Minister in any
programme, organised at an individual's house for which the Minister has
accepted the invitation during his election tour.

Public places such as maidans etc. for holding election meetings and use of
helipads for air flights in connection with elections shall not be monopolized by
party in power. Other parties and candidates shall be allowed to use such places
and facilities on the same terms and conditions on which they are used by the
party in power.

Use of rest houses, circuit houses and other Government accommodation should
be permitted to all the candidates and the political parties on the same terms and
conditions on which it is permissible for party in power. However, no candidate or
party should be allowed to use such building or its campus for the purpose of
election propaganda.

No contesting candidate, who is in-charge of, or is in any manner connected with,
the management of an aided educational institution, or any other institution
receiving aid from the State or Central Government, shall, misuse the buildings,
infrastructure, staff, funds or vehicles belonging to such institution for furthering
his/her electoral prospects.
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10.

11.

Ordinarily, all meetings organised during election should be treated as election
meetings and no Government money should be spent on them. No Government
servant should attend any such meeting except those who are incharge of
maintenance of law and order or those deployed for security duties.

(1) If a Minister undertakes a tour of any area of a District where elections are
taking place, such tour shall be deemed to be an election tour and no
Government servant, except those who are deployed for security
purposes, shall accompany the Minister. No Government vehicles or any
other facility shall be made available for such tour.

(i) No vehicles belonging to Government or local bodies or public
undertakings or co-operative institutions or any other institutions receiving
Government grants shall be provided to any Minister, Member of the
Parliament or the Legislative Assembly or a candidate for canvassing in
election in any manner from the date of notification of election to the date
of announcement of the results.

The Ministers shall not combine their official visit with electioneering work and
shall not make use of official machinery and personnel or other Government
resources including Government vehicle for furtherance of interests of any
candidate.

Ministers and other authorities shall not sanction any grant or subsidy out of
State funds, where the beneficiaries are selectively identified and the grant or
subsidy is not general in nature, from the time elections are announced till the
date of announcement of results in any area where the elections are to take
place. They should not sanction any new scheme or make an announcement of
such new schemes. Laying of foundation stones or opening of any scheme or
project shall not be done during the period of election.

From the time the elections are announced by the State Election Commission

Ministers and other authorities shall not :-

(a) Make any ad-hoc appointments in Government, Public undertakings etc.
which may have the effect of influencing voters in favour of the party in power.

(b) Make any promise of constriction of roads, provision of drinking water
facilities etc.

Ministers of Central or State Governments shall not enter any polling station or
place of counting except in their capacity as a candidate or voter or authorized
agent.

Issue of advertisement at the cost of public exchequer in the news paper and
other media during the election period for partisan coverage intended to
furthering the prospects of the party in power shall be scrupulously avoided.
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Prosecution

The violation of these provisions is punishable under various laws.

. The District Election Authority, Deputy District Election Authority, Additional

District Election Authority and the Police are authorized to initiate prosecution
against violators of this Code before the Competent Criminal Courts under
intimation to the State Election Commissioner.

Sd/- P.Ramakanth Reddy
STATE ELECTION COMMISSIONER
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ANNEXURE -XIX

STATE ELECTION COMMISSION
3" Floor, Buddha Bhavan, M G Road, Secunderabad -0680

No.179/SEC-B1/2011 Dated:23.5.2011

DIRECTION

Sub:- A.P. SEC - Fourth ordinary elections to PagahRaj Bodies, 2011- Use of
Loudspeakers for election campaigns — Instructidesued- Reg.

—_—
All Political parties, candidates and their workesapporters and sympathizers are
using loudspeakers for their electioneering campmidrhese loudspeakers are not only used
from fixed rostrums but are also mounted / fittedvehicles like trucks, tempos, cars, taxis,
vans, three wheeler scooters, cycle rickshaws, Ehese vehicles move on all roads, streets
and lanes and also go around basties, mohallamiesland localities with the loudspeakers
broadcasting at very great volume. This resultseinous ‘noise pollution ‘ and causes great
disturbance to the peace and tranquility of theeganpublic. The student community, in
particular, gets seriously disturbed as their swmidare badly hampered because the
loudspeakers start blaring from very early hoursthe morning and continue to do so
throughout the day and till extremely late hourgha night. The aged, the infirm and the

sick whether in institutions, hospitals, etc. ohate are also put to severe discomfort.

2. The Commission is aware that the use of loudsgeacannot be stopped altogether
during the election period as the loudspeakersaesof the means of election propaganda
and imparting information to public. But, at theree time, indiscriminate and unfettered use
of loudspeaker at odd hours and at odd placesrgthigh volumes which have the effect of
disturbing peace and tranquility and causing aanog to the general public, the sick, and
the student community in particular cannot be pttetli Some reasonable restrictions are
essential.

3. The Hon'ble Supreme Court of India passed aterobanning the use of loud
speakers, vehicular horns and bursting of cracketeszeen 10.00 PM and 6.00 AM near
residential areas.

4.  After considering all aspects of the mattee, Commission, in exercise of its powers
conferred by Article 243K of the Constitution arlticther powers enabling it in this behalf
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and in supersession of its earlier instructiomseby DIRECTS that the use of loudspeakers
at all future elections to Panchayat Raj Bodiedl $igastrictly regulated as follows: -

(1) The use of loudspeakers, whether fitted onialeh of any kind whatsoever, or
in static position used for public meetings forcéileneering purposes, during the entire
election period starting from the date of issuesleittion notification and ending with the
date of declaration of results shall be permittely between 6.00a.m. and 10.00p.m.

(i) All loudspeakers whether used for genemrapaganda or for public meetings
or procession and whether used on moving vehialestlerwise, shall be used during the
restricted hours only mentioned in clauses (i) @avd never beyond.

(i) All loudspeaker being used beyond the ouyrescribed above, shall be
confiscated along with all the apparatus connewi#itthe use of these loudspeakers.

(iv)  All political parties, candidates and anyer persons using any loudspeakers
on moving vehicles including but not restrictedttocks, tempos, cars, taxis, vans, three
wheeler, scooters, cycle rickshaws, etc. shalinate the registration identification number
of those vehicles to the authorities granting pssion to use the loudspeakers and such
registration identification numbers of the vehick®ll be indicated on the permits granted
by the authorities concerned.

(v) Any vehicle on which a loudspeaker is usatheut the said written permit
shall be confiscated forthwith alongwith the loueisker and all the apparatus used along
with it.

(vi)  All political parties, candidates and everyather person using a loudspeaker
either on a moving vehicle or at a fixed place lsinéimate:-

(1) the Returning Officer concerned, and

(2) local Police authorities, in writing, the full désaof the permits obtained by

them before using any of those loudspeakers. B d¢hse of mobile

loudspeakers, the registration / identification bens of the vehicles shall
also be registered by them with the Returning @fficoncerned and the local
Police authorities.

(1) It shall be the responsibility of the local autties granting permits for use of
loudspeakers and the local Police authoritiesrtotist enforce that no loudspeaker is
used by anyone in violation of any of the abovedions.

(viii) The political parties and candidates shatideavour to see that no disturbance is

caused in the areas adjacent to hospitals dueettiaxieering to avoid inconvenience to the

patients.
155



5. No loudspeakers fitted on vehicles of any kamdn any other manner whatsoever
shall be permitted to be used within the pollingaaduring the period of forty-eight hours
prior to the hour fixed for conclusion of the pall case of elections to the Mandal Praja
Parishads and Zilla Praja Parishads and forty-foours prior to the hour fixed for
conclusion of the poll in

case of elections to gram panchayats. Even afeeclise of poll proper law and order is
required to be maintained till completion of eleatiafter the declaration of result. Use of
loudspeakers is generally regarded as source dicpaisance and can often give rise to
tension in a politically surcharged atmosphere. e Thistrict Administrations should,
therefore, consider any application for permissionuse loudspeakers on merit of each
application and keeping in view the need to mamgaioper law and order till the completion

of election.

The above directions of the Commission, whichl wheck noise pollution and
disturbance of public peace and tranquility mustsbripulously implemented and strictly
enforced by all election authorities concerned.y Aiolation thereof will be viewed by the
Commission with grave concern and will invite sevatisciplinary action against the

defaulting officers.

A copy of this order shall be made available doal units of all recognised and

registered party units in the district under ackisolgement.

The receipt of this letter should be acknowledigeahediately.
(BY ORDER AND IN THE NAME OF THE STATE ELEC TION COMMISSIONER)

Sd/- Dr. G.M.Ramesh Kumar

Secretary
To

1.All the Collectors and District Election Authaei$ in the State.

2. All the Superintendents of Police in the State.

3. All the Chief Executive Officers of Zilla PraRarishad in the State.
4. All the District Panchayat Officers in the $tat

5. All the Returning Officers in the State throu@EOs of ZP.

6. The Commissioner of Panchayat Raj & Rural Emplent, AP. Hyderabad.
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ANNEXURE - XX

STATE ELECTION COMMISSION
3 Floor, Buddha Bhavan, M G Road, Secunderabad -0680

Circular No.177/SEC-B1/2011 Date:23.05.2011.
Circular

Sub:- A.P. SEC - Fourth Ordinary Elections to Payat Raj Bodies, 2011 —
Prevention of disfigurement of Public and Privatacps during elections —

Instructions issued — Reg.
* k%
Private and public places are disfigured during ¢kection time by way of pasting

election advertisements and writings on the walligiolation of the Model Code of Conduct.

2. Needless to say that this spoils the beauthefsettlements and causes loss to the
private house owners who keep their houses ands walinted. In order to prevent such
disfigurement, the A.P State Legislature has edaéi®.Prevention of Disfigurement of
Open Places and Prohibition of Obscene and Objeadbie posters and Advertisements Act,
1997 (Act 28 of 1997).

3. Section 4 of the said Act makes the disfigurenuérany public or private place an
offence punishable with imprisonment which may egteipto 3 months or with fine which
shall not be less than one thousand rupees buhwhay extend upto 2,000 rupees or with
both. Abetment of such disfigurement is also mpeishable under section 5 of that Act.
Under section 6 thereof, the police officers argewered to remove, erase, pull down and

destroy objectionable advertisements.

4. The State Election Commission is of the firmwithat this unhealthy practice of
disfigurement / defacement of private and publioperties during the election campaign
should be curbed with a heavy hand by invokinggfrerisions of law referred above. The
State Election Commission, therefore, directs tketammediate measures, wherever
necessary, for restoration to original positiontted defaced public / private properties by
directing the political parties and contesting ddates to remove their posters/slogans and

repaint the walls of public/private propery their own expenses. In case of failure to
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comply with the instructions, prosecution shouldiddged against the concerned under the
provisions of law referred above. Strict vigilanskeould be maintained to prevent such
defacement of public/private property particuladlyring election campaign and appropriate

legal action should be taken against the violators.

5. The State Election Commission, hereby, diretis District Collectors and the
Superintendents of Police to strictly enforce tnplementation of item 11 of Model Code of
Conduct by taking recourse to sections 4 and 5af28 of 1997 referred above by issuing
suitable instructions to their subordinate officarsd also by launching inspection teams
from time to time during the campaign period. Prommsecution of offenders in the early
stages of campaigning will act as great deterrerdthers. They are also requested to give
wide publicity to the provisions of the said Actdaitem 11 of the Model Code of Conduct

among the general public, political parties andtesting candidates.

6. The Commission also directs that action takemhia regard and the prosecutions
launched under the above Act during the periodiedtmn to Panchayat Raj Bodies should
be informed to the Commission from time to time.

7. A copy of the said Act is enclosed for readgrefce.

(BY ORDER AND IN THE NAME OF THE STATE ELECTION COM MISSIONER)
Sd/- Dr. G.M.Ramesh Kumar

Secretary
To
1 All the District Collectors in the State.
2. All the Superintendents of Police in the State.
3. All the Chief Executive Officers of Zilla PraRarishad in the State.
4. All the District Panchayat Officers in the $tat
5. All the Mandal Parishad Development Officershia State through CEOs of ZP.
6. The Commissioner of Panchayat Raj & Rural Empleyt, AP. Hyderabad.
7. The Director General of Police, Hyderabad.
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ANNEXURE - XXI

STATE ELECTION COMMISSION
3rd Floor, Buddha Bhavan, M.G.Road, Secunderab&® -003.

No0.174/SEC-B1/2011, Dt:27.5.2011
ORDER

Sub:- A.P. SEC - Fourth Ordinary elections to Pageh Raj Bodies, 2011 -
Restrictions on the printing of pamphlets, postets, — Orders — Issued.

*k*

The printing and publication of election pamphl@issters, etc., is governed by the
provisions of Section 216 of APPR Act, 1994, whiehds as follows:-

Restrictions on the printing of pamphlets, postersetc.

1. No person shall print or publish, or cause to beted or published, any election
pamphlet or poster which does not bear on its theenames and addresses of the
printer and the publisher thereof.

2. No person shall print or cause to be printed aagteEin pamphlet or poster:-

(a) Unless a declaration as to the identity of the ighel thereof, signed by him and
attested by two persons to whom he is personalbyvkn is delivered by him to
the printer in duplicate; and

(b) Unless, within a reasonable time after the printthghe document, one copy of
the declaration is sent by the printer, togethéhwne copy of the document:-

(i) Where it is printed in the capital of the State, ttee State Election
Commissioner. and

(i) In any other case, to the District Magistraié the district in which it is
printed.

3. For the purposes of this section:-

(a) any process for multiplying copies of a documethgeothan copying it by hand,
shall be deemed to be printing and the expressooimter” shall be construed
accordingly; and

(b) “election pamphlet or poster” means any printed mpialet, hand-bill or other

document distributed for the purpose of promotingrejudicing the election of a
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candidate or group of candidates or any placardoster having reference to an

election, but does not include any hand-bill, ptdaar poster merely announcing

the date, time place and other particulars of attiein meeting or routine
instructions to election agents or workers.

4. Any person who contravenes any of the provisionsubfsection(1) or sub-section(2)

shall be punishable with imprisonment for a termolvlmay extend to six months, or

with fine which may extend to two thousand rupeesyith both”.

2. The above restrictions on the printing of etectpamphlets, posters, etc., have been
imposed under the law with a view to establishimg identity of publishers and printers of such
documents, so that if any such document contairys raatter or material which is illegal,
offending or objectionable like appeal on groundedigion, race, caste, community or language
or character assassination of an opponent, etcgseary punitive or preventive action may be
taken against the persons concerned. These testsi@lso sub-serve the purpose of placing a
check on the incurring of unauthorized electionem@ture by political parties, candidates and

their supporters on the printing and publicatiorleiction pamphlets, posters, etc.

3. At the time of elections, a large number @cgbn pamphlets, posters etc., are printed,
published, circulated and pasted on the walls iapge and Government buildings in respect of

which the above mentioned requirements of law mtdeen compiled with.

4. In order to ensure strict observance of, andpdiamce with, the requirements of the
above mentioned provisions of law, the State EbectCommission, in exercise of its powers
under Article 243 K of Constitution of India and ather powers enabling it in this behalf,

hereby directs as follows:-

@) As soon as any election to a directly electiites in Panchayat Raj bodies is
announced by the State Election Commission, thdriftisMagistrates shall,
within three days of issue of election notificagonrite to all printing presses in
their districts.

() pointing out to them the requirements of above meetd Sections and

specifically instructing them to indicate cleantythe print line the names and
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(b)

(©)

(d)

addresses of printer and publisher of any eleqgiamphlets or posters or such
other material printed by them.

(ii) asking the printing presses to send the copiésthe printed material
(alongwith three extra copies of each of such pdntnaterial) and the
declaration obtained from the publisher as requueder the said Sections
within three days of its printing;

(ii)impressing on them in clear terms that anylafion of the said provisions and
the above directions of the State Election Commissiould be viewed very
seriously and stern action, which may in approprizdses include even the
revocation of the licence of the printing press emithe relevant laws would
be taken.

The Election Authority and Commissioner of Blaayat Raj, A.P., Hyderabad

shall do like wise in respect of the printing pesstocated at the state capital.

Before undertaking the printing of any electipamphlets or posters, etc., the
printer shall obtain from the publisher a declanmaiin the proforma prescribed by
the State Election Commission in Annexure-A heretdis declaration shall be
duly signed by the publisher and attested by twegres to whom the publisher is
personally known. It should also be authenticadtgdthe printer when it is
forwarded to the Election Authority (Commissionelf ®anchayat Raj,

Hyderabad) or the District Magistrate concernethascase may be.

As directed above, the printer shall furnisbrf¢4) copies of the printed material,
along with the declaration of the publisher, wittimee (3) days of the printing
thereof. Alongwith such printed material and trexldration, the printer shall
also furnish the information regarding number gbies of the document printed
and the price charged for such printing job, in pfmeforma prescribed by the
State Election Commission in Annexure — B hereBuch information shall be
furnished by the printer, not collectively but segialy, in respect of each election
pamphlets, posters, etc., printed by him withireéh(3) days of the printing of
each such document.

161



(€)

(f)

(9)

As soon as a District Magistrate received dagtmn pamphlets or posters, etc.,
from a printing press, he shall examine whetherpihiglisher and printer have
complied with the requirements of law and the abdirections of the State
Election Commission. He shall also cause one ¢bpseof to be exhibited at
some conspicuous place in his office so that dltipal parties, candidates and
other interested persons may be able to check whéik requirements of law
have been duly compiled with relation to such doeatvand which would also
enable them to bring to the notice of the authesitoncerned the cases of other
election pamphlets, posters, etc., in respect oflwthe above requirements of
law have been violated.

The Election Authority & Commissioner of Pangiaa Raj, A.P., Hyderabad
shall also likewise take further follow up actios mentioned in sub-para (e)

above in respect of the pamphlets, posters, etejred by him.

The Election Authority & Commissioner of Pangaa Raj, A.P., Hyderabad
and the District Magistrates shall initiate promgdtion for investigation
forthwith if any case of publication of election rpphlets, posters, etc., in
violation of the above mentioned provisions of s8&ttions and / or the State
Election Commission’s above directions either cgnaesis brought, to their
notice. In all such cases prosecutions shouldireched against the offenders
most expeditiously and these cases should be glirggerously in the courts
concerned.

The State Election Commission hereby cautiohgadlitical parties, candidates and

others concerned that any violation of the law #rmedirections of the State Election

Commission on the above subject will be viewed watimost concern and the severe

stringent action possible will be taken againstdfienders.

If any officer who is responsible for the enfament of the above provisions of law and

the directions of the State Election Commissienfound to have failed in the due
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discharge of his duties in this regard, he willliadle to severe disciplinary action apart from

any penal action that may be called for againstfomtbreach of his official duty.

(BY ORDER AND IN THE NAME OF THE STATE ELECTION C OMMISSIONER )

Sd/- Dr. G.M.Ramesh Kumar
Secretary

To
1.All the Collectors and District Election Authgriin the State
2.The Commissioner of Panchayat Raj and Rural Eynpémt, A.P., Hyderabad.

3. All Superintendents of Police in the State.

Copy to
All The Chief executive officers of Zilla Prajaif®dad.
All the District Panchayat Officers.
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Annexure — A
Proforma for Declaration to be submitted by thelRhbr of Election Posters, Pamphlets, etc.

( See Section 216 of APPR Act, 1994 )

PP son/daughter/wife of...............

NAME ...

Resident Of ... (Village/town)...... e vovveeninnnnn e,
(DIStHCt ) oveee e ( State ), hereby declatieat | am the publisher of
................................................ (Give brief particulars of electigposter, pamphlet, etc.)
DEING PrINtEA DY ... e e e

( Name of printing press)

( Signature of Publisher)
FUIL ADAIESS ... et e e e e e

Attested by ( person personally known to publigher

1. Signature
( name and address )
2. Signature

( name and address )

Countersigned by

Signature

(Name and address of Printer)
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Annexure — B

Proforma for submission of information regarding printing of Election posters pamphlets
etc.,

1. Name and address of Printer ... e e

2. Name and address of publisher ... e

3. Date of the printing order of the publisher ...,

4. Date of the declaration of the publishers ................cco i

5. Brief particulars of election poster, pamphlet, etc................ccoiiiiiinit.

6. Number of copies of the above document printed ...........................

7. Date Of PriNtING ....ouue e e

8. Printing charges (including cost of paper) beingrgled from the publisher in respect of

the above document ...........ccooiiiiii i
Place ..........cccovvveni (Signature of Printer)
Date ......covvvvviiininnnn, Seal of the printer
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ANNEXURE - XXII

INSTRUCTIONS TO ELECTORS FOR MARKING BALLOT PAPERS AT
ELECTION TO MANDAL PRAJA PARISHADS AND ZILLA PRAJA PARISHADS

Every ballot paper will have a counterfoil at tbe of the ballot paper.

After your name is traced in the electoral roll the Polling Officer, your left
forefinger will be marked with indelible ink. Yowignature or thumb impression will then
be taken on the counterfoil of the ballot papero bllot paper will be delivered to you
unless you have put your signature or thumb impyasen the counterfoil of the ballot
paper, if you put your thumb impression on the ¢erdail of the ballot paper, your should
clean your thumb with the help of a piece of wettltlor rag provided on the table of the
Polling Officer. This will be necessary to avoithiedge on the ballot paper while handling
the ballot paper. Thereafter you will be given badot paper.

On this ballot paper you will see the names ofdiiedidates and against the name of
each candidate, the symbol of that candidate hdrbtllot paper which will be given to you
by the Polling Officer at the polling station, ardyol will be printed against the name of each
candidate shown on that ballot paper.

With the ballot paper given to you by the Polli@fficer, proceed to the next table.
The Polling Officer will take back the ballot papard fold it twice, first vertically and then
horizontally. He will then unfold and return thallot paper to you together with an inked
rubber stamp.

Take the ballot paper and the rubber stamp andsige the voting compartment.

Only one member is to be elected and you shotleretore, mark only for one
candidate.

Place the ballot paper on the table and mark witiber stamp clearly on the symbol
of the candidate for whom you wish to vote.

Do not mark on more than one symbol. Do not noarkhe back of the ballot paper.
Do not make any other mark or thumb impression. nBiosign your name or write anything
on the ballot paper. If you do any of these, ymaltot paper will be rejected.

After marking, fold the ballot paper in the samaywt was previously folded and
come out of the voting compartment.

Drop the folded ballot paper into the ballot b@pkon the table and return the rubber
stamp to the Polling Officer sitting there.

If you have any doubt or difficult, do not hesgtab ask the Presiding Officer, he is
there to help you.

166



Instructions to Electors for marking Ballot Papers at simultaneous elections to the
Mandal Praja Parishads and Zilla Praja Parishads.

Every ballot paper will have a counterfoil at tbp of the ballot paper.

After your name is traced in the electoral roll twe Polling Officer(s), your left
forefinger will be marked with indelible ink. Yowignature or thumb impression will then
be taken on the counterfoils of two ballot papers-; pink colour for MPTC election and
the other in white colour for ZPTC election. Ndlbgpaper will be delivered to you unless
you have put your signature or thumb impressiorthencounterfoil of the ballot paper. If
you put your thumb impression on the counterfoithaf ballot paper, you should clean your
thumb with the help of a piece of wet cloth of nagvided on the table of the Polling
Officer. This will be necessary to avoid smudgdlmballot paper while handling the ballot
paper. Thereafter, you will be given the above toeed two ballot papers.

On each of these ballot papers, you will see @raes of the candidates and against
the name of each candidate, the symbol of thatidatel Two sample ballot papers are
given in the following pages but on these samplltpaper no symbol has been printed. In
the ballot papers which will be given to you by alling Officer at the polling station, a
symbol will be printed against the name of eachdaate shown on those ballot papers.

With the two ballot papers given to you by Polli@ficer, proceed to the next table.
A Polling Officer will take back both the ballot pars, he will fold the MPTC ballot paper
first vertically and then horizontally. He will theunfold it and give it together with an inked
rubber stamp.

Take the ballot paper and the rubber stamp andingale the first voting
compartment.

Only one member is to be elected and you shotlerefore, mark only for one
candidate.

Place the pink ballot paper on the table and maéitk the rubber stamp clearly on the
symbol of the candidate for whom you wish to vote.

Remember you are now voting for MPTC candidates.

Do not mark on more than one symbol. Do not nwerkhe back of the ballot paper.
Do not make any other mark or thumb impression. nBosign your name or write anything
on the ballot paper. If you do any of these, ymaltot paper will be rejected.

After marking, fold the ballot paper in the samaywt was previously folded and
come out of the voting compartment and drop ithi@ dne common ballot box for MPTC /
ZPTC elections. In the mean time the Polling Officeill .......... ZPTC ballot paper first.
After you dropped MPTC ballot paper in the ballokbgo to Polling Officer to whom you
handed over the ballot papers. He will give ZPT@obaaper along with an inked rubber
pad. You fallow same procedure cast you vote onZR&C ballot paper in the voting
compartments, fold it and drop it the ............ ballotb
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

ANNEXURE - XXl

DOS AND DON'TS FOR GUIDANCE OF CANDIDATES AND
ELECTION AGENTS

Do familiarize yourself with the legal provisiorsating to elections.

Do make it a point to obtain the Electoral Rollstloé territorial constituencies
constituting Mandal Praja Parishad / Zilla Pragai$had and have it checked up.

Do check up your name and the particulars in tlieeatielectoral roll well before
deciding to stand for election.

Do check up that you are qualified to stand foctba.
Do check up that you are not disqualified from ditag for election.

Do check up the nomination form to ensure tha ihithe prescribed (Form
- V).

Do present the nomination form personally or sdrtirough your proposer and
no one else.

Do ensure that your proposer is a registered viatéhe concerned territorial

constituencies of Mandal Praja Parishad and Zilla Praja Padsas the case

may be.

Do presents more than one nomination paper, ifwish to do so.
Do collect the receipt for the nomination paper.

Do make it a point to attend the scrutiny of nortiores personally.
Do check up that your name appears in the lisebfé\nominations

Do check up that your name is correctly enterethenlist of validly nominated
candidates.

Do check up your name and other particulars inligteof contesting candidates
for its correctness.

Do find out the hours of poll as notified.

Do appoint the Election Agent in proper form andluetime.
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17. Do obtain a copy of the list of Polling Stations.

18. Do appoint a polling agent and one relief agemroper form for each and every
polling station well in time.

19. Do provide copies of electoral roll to your polliagents.

20. Do appoint counting agents in proper form.

21. Do make it appoint to attend counting personally.

22. Do maintain proper accounts of election expensesnfithe date of your
nomination as a candidate till the date of dedlanabf result in the proformas
prescribed by State Election Commission

DON'Ts

1. Don't present the nomination paper before or atter specified hours fixed for
the purpose.

2. Don't present the nomination paper to any persberahan the Returning Officer
or the Officer so authorised in this behalf

3. Don't forget to make the required deposit

4. Don't interfere directly or indirectly or attempd tnterfere with the free exercise
of the electoral right of any person.

5. Don’'t appeal to voters to vote or refrain from wgtion grounds of religion, race,
caste or community or language.

6. Don’t make use of or appeal to, religious symlmwlaational symbols.

7. Don’'t promote or attempt to promote feeling of etynor hatred between
different classes of citizens on grounds of relgicace, caste, community or
language.

8. Don't publish false statements in regard to thespeal character and conduct of
any candidate or in relation to the candidatureitindrawal of any candidate.

9. Don't hire or provide vehicles for the conveyandevoters to and from the

polling stations.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

Don't incur or authorise expenditure in connectiith elections beyond the
maximum prescribed for your election.

Don't procure the support of any Government servant
Don't indulge in misconduct at polling station.
Don't induce disorderly conduct in or near any glIStation.

Don't hold public meeting in the polling area amyé¢ 48 hours before the hour
fixed for the conclusion of the poll.

Don’t create disturbances at election meetings.’ tDzanvass within 100 metres
of the Polling Station on the date or dates of.poll

Don’t destroy fraudulently any nomination papesaay list or notice or any other
documents affixed by or under the authority of Returning Officer.

Don't destroy any ballot paper or any official mavk the ballot papers or any
declaration of identity; don’t put into the ballbbxes anything other than the
ballot paper.

Don't destroy, take out or otherwise interfere witlany Electronic voting
machines or Ballot paper.

Don't publish any statement or have it publishethwour consent or the consent
of your Election Agent which is false or which ybalieve to be false or do not
believe to be true in relation to the personal ab@r and conduct of any
candidate or in relation to the candidates or walel of any candidate, giving a
statement reasonably calculated to prejudice tbepgct of the candidate in the
election.

Don't threaten any candidate or any elector or pesson with any kind of act
including social ostracism and ex-communicatiorexpulsion from any caste or
community.

Don't induce or attempt to induce a candidate oeksttor making him believe
that he or any person in whom he is interestedhveittome or will be rendered the
object of divine displeasure or spiritual censure.

Don’t abet the offence of personation to an electio

Don’t forget to lodge the election expenditure agds with the District Election

Authority (district collector) through Mandal Pdreed Development Officer
concerned within 45 days from the date of declaradif result.
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24.

25.

26.

Don't use the cell phone either in the Polling ®tabr the Counting Hall.

Do not issue identity slips bearing your name, yparty or your symbol or
containing any exhortation to voters to vote fouyo

Do not make give or offer or promise of gratificetito any person to induce
another to stand or not to stand as a candidate withdraw or not to withdraw
his candidature or to vote or refrain from votirigree election.

DOs AND DON'Ts FOR GUIDANCE OF POLLING AGENTS

The main duty of a Polling Agent is to see thereés of the candidate, who

appointed him, are safeguarded at the pollingastati

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

Do carry a letter of appointment in the prescribmth signed by the candidate or
his election agent and produce it before the Pirggi@®fficer at the assigned
polling station.

Do co-operate in having the electronic voting maehproperly secured and
sealed according to the rules before, during atet alose of the poll.

Do see that all the election records relating t® poll are secured and sealed
properly after the close of the poll as requiredhzylaw.

Do detect and prevent impersonation of voters bgllehging persons whose
identity as real voter is doubtful.

Do carry a copy of the current electoral roll of folling station.

Do carry a list of names of the dead, absent egatlly suspicious voters which
might have been included in the electoral rolls.
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7) Do carry a small brass seal to affix seals on ®gentaining election papers etc.
8) Do obtain attested copy of the ballot paper accdromh the Presiding Officer
concerned as per the rules.
* DON'Ts:

1) Don’t communicate any person any information calted to violate secrecy of
voting.

2) Don't interfere directly or indirectly with the feeexercise of the electoral right of any
voter.

3) Don'’t destroy, take out or otherwise interfere wattly EVM or ballot box or ballot
paper.

4) Don't indulge in misconduct at the polling station.

5) Don'’t abet the offence of personation.

6) Don’t canvass within 100 metres radius of the pglistation on the date of poll.
7) Don't carry cell phones into the polling station.

8) Don’t smoke inside the polling station.

DOs AND DON'Ts FOR GUIDANCE OF COUNTING AGENTS

e DOs:

1) Do deliver a letter of appointment in the presalilberm signed by the candidate
or his election agent, to the Returning Officertbe date fixed for counting of
votes and sign the declaration contained therdioré¢he Returning Officer.
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2) Do co-operate with the Returning Officer in maintag strict discipline and
order inside the counting hall.

3) Do acquaint yourself with rules and procedurediredeo counting of votes.

4) Do inspect of seals affixed on ballot boxes/Eleutrd/oting Machines to satisfy
yourself that they are intact and have not beempéaiad with.

« DON'Ts

1) Don’t communicate to any person any informatiorcakdted to violate secrecy of
voting.

2) Don’t destroy, take out or otherwise interfere withe Electronic Voting
Machines or ballot boxes or ballot papers.

3) Don't indulge in misconduct in the counting hall.

4) Don’'t smoke inside the counting hall.

5) Don't carry cell phones into the counting hall.

173



ARXURE - XXIV
STATE ELECTION COMMISSION

3" Floor, Buddha Bhavan, M G Road, Secunderabad -0B30

DIRECTION

No.180/SEC-B1/2011 Dated:13.05120

Sub:- A.P. SEC - Fourth Ordinary elections to hayat Raj Bodies, 2011
— Instructions on use of vehicles during eletierissued.
*k*k

The State Election Commissioner, in exercise of gbevers conferred on him under

Article 243-K of the Constitution of India and ihet interest of preserving the purity of election

process, hereby, issues the following instructiaiating to use of vehicles during the ensuing

ordinary elections to Panchayat Raj bodies.

Use of vehicles for campaigning:

The candidates contesting to the office of MemBBTC or Member, MPTC shall furnish
details of the vehicles intended to be used by tfi@mcampaigning to the Revenue
Divisional Officer concerned. Only after such infation has been received by the
Revenue Divisional Officer concerned, the vehidesnotified by the candidates can be
used for the election campaign. Thus, prior intiorato the Revenue Divisional Officer is
a must for the actual deployment of any vehicledampaign purpose by the candidates.
The Revenue Divisional Officer concerned shall @aasmit the information so received
by them from the candidates about the vehiclesetauged by them to the Observers
appointed by the State Election Commission.

Ministers, MLAs and MPs who want to campaign foeithpolitical party and not for a
particular candidate, shall also notify the vehicte be used by them to the Revenue
Divisional Officer concerned indicating the areasnihich they intend to campaign. The
restrictions imposed on convoy of vehicles in tinder, are also applicable to them.

The Revenue Divisional Officer to whom intimatiori ase of vehicles is given by
contesting candidates, shall publish on his officdice boards details of the vehicles

notified by the various contesting candidates dad gelease it to the press. This measure
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

is intended to enable the common citizen to brmthe notice of the authorities any un-
authorised use of vehicles for the election cagmai

Vehicles deployed for election campaign, as pelirtheation given by the candidates, or
by the election agents should not be requisitidnethe administration.

Any vehicle which has not been registered for @ectampaigning with the Revenue
Divisional Officer concerned, if found being used €ampaigning, shall be deemed to be
unauthorisedly campaigning for the candidate arldatiract penal provisions of Chapter-
IX (A) of the Indian Penal Code and shall therefbee immediately taken out of the
campaign exercise.

The vehicles permitted to be used under this ordeall not carry more than five
passengers including the driver.

Permits for vehicles should be issued from the dfapublication of list of contesting
candidates upto the date of declaration of regeksept for the poll day).

Permit for vehicles including two wheelers of catades/political parties should be issued
only by the Revenue Divisional Officer/Sub-Collactmncerned.(copy of model permit
is enclosed)

The permit must bear the number of the vehicle aache of the candidate in whose
favour it is issued.

Permit should be displayed prominently on the wanelsn of the vehicle.

Permit should be of sufficient dimension so thabitild be seen from a distance.

A register must be maintained in this matter in tdigce of the Revenue Divisional
Officer as well as Returning Officer concerned.

A list of permits issued to various candidates gtying vehicles should be given to all
Observers and also Returning Officers concernecupddted on daily basis.

There is no limit in respect of number of vehidede permitted for campaigning to each

candidate/political party (except for the poll flay

Restrictions on convoy of vehicles:

15.

Cars/vehicles being used for electioneeringp@ses, shall, under no circumstances, be
allowed to move in convoys of more than two velsalieiring the campaigning period.
All bigger convoys shall be broken up, even if tlaeg carrying any Minister of Central or
State Government. This shall, however, be sulbfe@ny security instructions issued in
respect of any such individuals. In other wollts ¢onvoy shall not, in any case, exceed

two vehicles plus the authorised security vehicles.
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16.

17.

The authorities concerned shall keep a closiehvan the vehicles used by the contesting
candidates, persons accompanying the contestirdjdzsias and other party leaders and ensure

that the Commission’s instructions are not flouted.
Videography can be used effectively to cheek afsunauthorised vehicles for campaigning as

well as for violation of instructions regarding cays.

Use of vehicles on the day of Poll:

18. (@) The contesting candidates for the officd&lember, Zilla Parishad Territorial
Constituency and their election agents, their warkend leaders of political
parties shall be permitted to use only two vehidedPolling Day ie., (i) one
vehicle for the candidate and (ii) one vehicle fdection agent of the
candidate or his workers or leaders and workergotifical party which has
set up the candidate.

(b) The contesting candidates for the office Mémber, Mandal Parishad
Territorial Constituency shall be allowed only orehicle for their movement
within their constituency on the polling day. laybe noted that no separate
vehicle will be allowed for their agents or otharty leaders.

19. The Revenue Divisional Officer concerned ar¢h@used to issue permits to the
contesting candidates for use of vehicles durirgdaly of poll as indicated above. This
permit should be displayed on their vehicle. (Ayxopmodel permit is enclosed)

20.  The following type vehicles shall be allowed®plied on the poll day —
a) Private vehicles being used by the owners forr thevate use, not connected with

elections;
b) Private vehicles being used by owners eithertemniselves or for members of their

own family for going to the polling booth to exeseitheir franchise, but not going

anywhere within a radius of 200 meters of a polbtation;

C) Vehicles used for essential services namebpital Vans, Ambulance, Milk Vans,

Water Tankers, electricity emergency duty Vamdice on duty, Officers on election

duty;
d) Public transport carriages like buses plyietneen fixed termini and on fixed routes;
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e) Taxis, three Wheelers, Scooters, Rickshawsfetagoing to Airports, Railway
Stations, Inter- State Bus stands, Hospitalgofiameys which cannot be avoided;

f) Private vehicles used by sick or disabled pessfor their own use.

General:

21. The election authorities concerned and the Cssiamer of Police/

Superintendents of Police concerned are requesiedmplement these instructions
scrupulously. They are also directed to make asamnts to open check posts in the
areas, where elections are held to effectively kheeauthorised movement of vehicles

during election campaign and on the day of poll.

22. The contesting candidates and political paréies hereby informed that any
contravention of these instructions will be viewsdriously by the State Election

Commission.
(BY ORDER AND IN THE NAME OF THE STATE ELECTION COM MISSIONER)

Sd/- Dr. G.M.Ramesh Kumar
Secretary
To

All the Collectors & District Election Authoritieis the State

All the Superintendents of Police in the State.

All the Chief Executive Officers of Zilla Praja i&had in the State.

All the District Panchayat Officers in the State .

All the Revenue Divisional Officers and MPDOs thgauDistrict Election Authority.
The Commissioner of Panchayat Raj and Rural Empéoyr& Election Authority.
All the Political Parties.
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STATE ELECTION COMMISSION
ANDHRA PRADESH

MPTC/ZPTC ELECTIONS -2011
VEHICLE PERMIT

Name of the MPTC/ZPTC
Name of the Candidate
Party Affiliation

Vehicle Name & No.

Permission obtained from to

Date: Issuing Authority
With Office Seal
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ANNEXURE - XXV
DECLARATION BY THE PRESIDING OFFICER
PART-I

Declaration by the Presiding Officer before the omencement of the Poll / Election to .........
ZPTC / MPTC Constituency Serial No. and name ofiRpiStation .............................

Date of POl ..o

| hereby declare:

(1) that | have demonstrated to the polling agant$ other persons present that the ballot
box(es) to be used for the poll is/are empty ahdve allowed them to note down the
serial numbers of the ballot box (es);

*(2) that on the paper seal used for securing diltbox | have affixed my own signature
and obtained thereon the signatures of such gbdlisng agents as are present and desirous of
affixing the same;

*(in applicable where paper seal is not used)
3) that | have demonstrated to the polling agantsothers present that the marked copy of
the electoral roll to be used during the poll dnescontain any marks other than those used for

issuing postal ballot papers and election dutyifgeates; and

(4) that | have allowed the polling agents to rnbtefirst and the last of the serial number of
the ballot papers which will be used at the polktation.

SIgNature ....ooov v
Signature of polling agents: Presiding Officer
P (of candidate) .........cooiriiiiie i )
P (of candidate) .........ccoviiiiiii )
P (of candidate) .........ccovviiiiie i )
A, (of candidate) .........coovriiiiie i )
S (of candidate) .........couvieiiiiii e )
B, (of candidate) ........c.coovieiiiiie )
P (of candidate) .........coovvviiiiie i )
8. (of candidate) .........coovviiiiie i )
S (of candidate) .........ccoviviiiii )
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The following polling agents(s) declined to affilsther signature(s) on this declaration:

O (of candidate) ....cccovvviiiiiiiii )

2 P (of candidate) .........coviiiiiii )

P (of candidate) .........ocoviiiiiii )

A, (of candidate) ........c.covvvviiiiie )
Signature ...,

Date ......oocvvvvviennnn. Presiding Officer
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PART-II

Declaration by the Presiding Officer at the time o$ subsequent Ballot Box (es)

Election to ....ovee i ZPTC / MPTC const#ncy
Serial No. and name of Polling Station ...............cooiiiiiiiiimnn... Date of Poll

| hereby declare:

(2) that 1 have demonstrated to the polling ageartsl other persons present that the
second/third () ballot box to be used for thd Eoémpty; and

*(2) that on the paper seal used for securing ttbox | have affixed my own signature
and obtained thereon the signatures of such opdiisng agents as are present and desirous of
affixing the same;

*(in applicable where paper seal is not used)

SIgnature ........coooveeiienie i
Signature of polling agents: Presiding Officer
P (of candidate) ........c.ocviiiiiii i )
2 (of candidate) .........ccoiiiiiii )
PP (of candidate) ........c.cviiiiii )
A, (of candidate) .........ccoieiiiii )
o TP (of candidate) ........c.ccoiiiiii )
B, (of candidate) ........c.ccoiiiiii )
PP (of candidate) .........ccoieiiiii )
8. (of candidate) .........covviiiiii )
0. (of candidate) .........ccoiriiiii )
The following polling agents(s) declined to affhetr signature(s), on this declaration:
P (of candidate) .........ccoiriiiii i, )
T (of candidate) ........c.cviiiiii )
P (of candidate) .........ccoiriiiii )
A (of candidate) .........ccoiriiiii )

SIgNAtUre ......covivie i
Date Presiding Officer

181



PART-III

Declaration of the end of poll

I have furnished to the polling agents, who werspnt at the polling station at the close
of the poll and whose signatures are affixed bekmvattested copy of each of the entries in the
ballot paper account in Form XXV as required undde 52(2) of the Conduct of Election
Rules, 2006.

Signature

Signature of polling agents: Pregyddfficer

P (of candidate) ........c.ccoviiiiii )
2 (of candidate) .........ccoviiiiiii )
P (of candidate) .........oeoiiniiii )
A, (of candidate) ........c.ocoviiiii i )
o P (of candidate) .........ccoviiiiii i, )
B, (of candidate) .........oeiiiniiii )
PP (of candidate) .........coieiiiii )
P (of candidate) .........oeoiiniiii )
0. (of candidate) .........ccoviiiiii i, )

The following polling agents who were present a tthose of the polling declined to
received an attested copy of the ballot paper adcand to give a receipt therefore and so an
attested copy of the ballot paper account, wasmgplied to them:

P (of candidate) .........ocouveiiiii )
2 (of candidate) .........ocuveiiiii e )
. (of candidate) .........coovviiiiiii i )
A, (of candidate) ........c.coviiiii i )
5 (of candidate) .........oeiiiniiii e )
B, (of candidate) .........oeoiiniiii )
PP (of candidate) ........c.oeoiiniiii e )
8. (of candidate) .........ccoviiiiii i )
S (of candidate) ........c.oeoiiniiii e )
Signature ...
Date Presiding Officer
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ANNEXURE - XXVI

FORM XXI

[ See Rule 43 (2) (c) ]

LIST OF CHALLENGED VOTES

Election to Member, ....................l. Territorial Constitogy of ................ Mandal Praja Parishad / Zilla Praja
Parishad.
Number and Name of Polling Station No. -------- Ward No. ............. Gram Panchayat -----
S.No No. of Elector on Name of Signature or Name of Signatures or  Order of Signature of
Electoral Roll / Section Elector thumb Challenger thumb Presiding Challenger on
Number Gram Panchayat impression of impression and  Officer receiving
the person address of refund of
challenged and identifier, if deposit
his address any
1) 2) (3) (4) (5) (6) () (8)
Place
Date Signature of Presiding Officer
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ANNEXURE - XXVII

FORM - XXIV
[ See Rule 50 (2)]

LIST OF TENDERED VOTES

Election to Member, ...l Territorial Constégncy  of

................ Mandal Praja Parishad / Zilla Praja Parishad

Number and Name of Polling Station -----------—- in ward No. ----------- Of----mnememmoeaeeee

Gram Panchayat.

S.No. Name of the No. in Electoral Serial No. ofgr&iture of elector  Serial No. of
Elector Roll/Section No. tendered or thumb impr@s ballot paper
Name of Gram Ballot paper of person tenderingsues to the
Panchayat vote person who
had already
voted
1) (2) 3) (4) (5) (6)
Place
Date : Signature of Presiding Officer.
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ANNEXURE — XXVIII
NOTICE TO CANDIDATES OR THEIR ELECTION AGENTS REGAR DING THE
DATE, TIME AND PLACE FOR COUNTING

Electionto ......ccoooviiiiiiiiii e, MPTC/ZPTC .. Muadal Praja
Parishad / Zilla Praja Parishad.

| hereby give notice that the State Election Cossion fixed the .............. day of
............... (month), 2006 .................. am./p.m. as the datel aime for the counting of
votes in the MPTC/ZPTC ......ccooviiiii i, The place for Bumunting is ...............
Place..............
Date..............
Signature................
Returning Officer
To

All candidates or their election agents.
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ANNEXURE - XXIX

EXTRACT OF STATUTORY PROVISION RELATING TO MAINTENA NCE OF
SECRECY OF VOTING

Section 217:

Maintenance of secrecy of voting:-

(2) Every officer, clerk, agent or other personowderforms any duty in connection
with the recording or counting of votes at an atecthall maintain, and aid in maintaining, the
secrecy of the voting and shall not (except for sgurpose authorised by or under any law)

communicate to any person any information calcdlébeviolate such secrecy.

(2) Any person who contravenes provisions of scitise (1) shall be punishable with

imprisonment for a term, which may extend to thremths or with fine or with both.
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ANNEXURE - XXX

FORM — XXVI
[See Rules 57(11), 59, 60 & 92]

FINAL RESULT SHEET

(to be used for recording the result where coumtig is done polling station wise )

Election to Member, ... Territorial Constitoey  of

................ Mandal Praja Parishad / Zilla Praja Parishad

Serial No. of No. of valid Total of valid  No. of rejected Total No. of

polling station votes castin  votes votes tendered
favour of votes
A B C

1

2

3

Total No. of votes recorded at Polling Station

No. of votes recorded on postal ballot papers.

Total votes polled.
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ANNEXURE - XXXI

FORM XXVII

[See Rule 62 (1)(a)]
(for use in election when the seat is contested)

Declaration of result of election

In accordance with rule 62 (1) (a) of Andhra Peldd’anchayat Raj (Conduct of
Election) Rules, 2006, I, declare that the follogvicandidate has been elected to the office of
Member of ... Territorial Constituency of .............. Mandal Praja
Parishad / Zilla Praja Parishad.

Name:
Address:

* Party affiliation, if any:

Place :
Date: Signature of Returning Officer

* Applicable in case of election of Member, Man&ahja Parishad / Zilla Praja Parishad.
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ANNEXURE - XXXII
FORM XXVIII
[See Rule 62(1)(b) ]

RETURN OF ELECTION

Election to Member, ... Territorial Constituey of ............... Mandal Praja

Parishad /Zilla Praja Parishad.

Serial Name of the candidate *Party affiliation, if Number of
No any votes polled

(Total NUMDbEr Of EIECLOIS. ... . e e e )

Total number of valid votes polled.............c.oi i,

Total number of rejected VOLES........ooeii e

Total number of tendered VOLES........ ..o e

| declare that-

Returning Officer
+ applicable in case of election to Member, Mandajd@Parishad / Zilla Praja Parishad
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ANNEXURE - XXXIlI

FORM XXIX
[See Rule 63 ]

CERTIFICATE OF ELECTION

I, Returning Officer for the election to Member, ..................... Territorial
Constituency of ................ Mandal Praja Parishad / ZiRxaja Parishad hereby certify that |
have on the ... ......... day of ......... 2006 declaredri/Smt/ Kum .........cccoovivininnnns
of *sponsored by ..........ccoiiiiiiiinnn, (name of the recogdigeegistered political party) to

have been duly elected to the said office in tltgnary / casual election and that in token thereof

| have granted to him this certificate of election.

Returning Officer

Seal

* applicable in case of election to member, Marttiaja Parishad / Zilla Praja Parishad
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ANNEXURE - XXXIV
STATE ELECTION COMMISSION

3 Floor, Buddha Bhavan, M G Road, Secunderabad -0880

ORDER

No.168/SEC-B1/2011 Dated:18.05120

Sub:- A.P. SEC. Fourth Ordinary elections to PagahRaj Bodies, 2011— Election
expenditure - Maintenance and Scrutiny of ElecExpenditure Accounts -

Orders — Issued.

Section 230-A of AP Panchayat Raj Act stipulated tvery contesting candidates at an
election held under Andhra Pradesh Panchayat Ragi#adl, either by himself or by his election
agent, keep a separate and correct account ofgheiture incurred in connection with election
between the date on which the candidate concermesdbeen nominated and the date of

declaration of results of the election both daysusive.

Sub-section (2) of section 230-A stipulates that account of election expenditure shall

contain such particulars as may, by order, be 8pddiy the State Election Commission.

Sub-section 3 of section 230A empowers the StéetiBn Commission to specify the
ceiling limits on election expenditure to be imad by the candidates for various seats in
elections to Panchayat Raj Bodies. The maximunincellmits which can be incurred by the
candidate contesting elections to ZPTC & MPTC @ndm Panchayats shall be as specified by

the State Election Commission by notification.

Section 230B of AP Panchayat Raj Act, 1994, stifad that every contesting candidate
at an election shall, within 45 days from the dafteleclaration of result of election, lodge with
the District Election Authority an account of hig@ion expenses, which shall be a true copy of
the account kept by him or by his election agemteursection 230 A . The final return under the
sections shall be submitted by the contesting ckes within 45 days from the date of
declaration of result to the District Election Aathy through MPDOs.
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Under section 19 B of he APPR Act, 1994, the éthtection Commission is
empowered to disqualify a candidate from contestiiegtion for a period of 3 years for failure
to lodge an account of election expenses withintithe and in the manner required under the
said Act and in case the candidate is electeds hatle for cessation of office for such failure.

For the purpose of clarity, the explanations giueader Section 230 A of AP PR Act,
1994 for the election expenses are reproduced below

Explanation-I. * Election expensesfor purpose of this Act shall mean all expenses in

connection with the election,-

(d) incurred, or authorized by the contesting candidateby his election agent;

(e) incurred by any association, or body of personghyany individual (other
than the candidate or his election agent) aimegratnoting or procuring the
election of the candidate concerned; and

(c) incurred by any political party, by which thardidate is set up, so as to

promote or procure his election:

Provided that any expenses incurred by any palitigarty as part of its general

propaganda, (which is distinguishable from its &lmt campaign, for the promotion or
procuring the election of a particular candidate), words, either written or spoken, or
by signs or visible representations, or by audisyal devises, or through print or
electronic media or otherwise shall not constitteékection expenses’ for purposes of
this Act.

Explanation-II:- (1) For the removal of doubts, it is hereby deet that any expenses
incurred in respect of any arrangements made, ifasl provided or any other act or thing
done by any person in the service of the Governarahbelonging to any of the classes
mentioned in clause (7) of section 211 in the disgh or purported discharge of his official
duty as mentioned in the proviso to that clausél stz be deemed to be expenses in
connection with the election incurred or authorizgda candidate or by his election agent
for the purposes of this sub-section.

(4)  the account of election expenses shall contain pacticulars, as may by
order, be specified by the State Election Commmissio
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(5)  The total of the said expenses shall not exceed aomunt, as may by
order, be specified by the State Election Comnmissio
In exercise of the powers conferred under subme¢f) of section 230-A of the APPR
Act, 1994, in supersesssion of the earlier insioast issued in the subject, the State Election
Commission, hereby, issues orders in connection m#intenance of election expenditure in the

ensuing elections to Panchayat Raj Bodies.

6. Accounts to be in the proforma specified:-The day to day account of election
expenditure of the contesting candidates shall léntained in Proforma I, and the
periodical abstract of election expenditure accalnatl be maintained in Proforma Il, by
each of the contesting candidate. These accofi@iedion expenditure in the said two
proformas shall be submitted for scrutiny on demtnthe Returning Officers or other
authorities designated by the State Election Comsions

7. The ‘day-to-day’ true account of election expeudtincurred by contesting candidate
or his Election Agent and also by his supportersy olitical party, or body or
association or other individuals supporting thededature or for furthering chances of
the candidate in the election shall be recorddéraiorma |.

8. The day to day expenditure account so maintaingateforma | shall be supported by
proper vouchers failing which it will not be tredteas true account of election
expenditure as required under the law, save inscegere it is not possible to obtain
vouchers.

9. Each of the supporting vouchers, enclosed withattewunt of election expenditure, shall
bear the signature in full of the contesting caatidr his election agent.

10.The candidate or his authorised agent shall prepareabstract of the expenditure
periodically during the campaign period in the prafa Il enclosed to this Order and the
same shall be duly signed by the candidate orlbiien agent certifying its correctness
and shall be submitted to the designated authsfitieinspection and scrutiny.

11.The attention of all political parties and contegticandidates is, hereby, drawn to the
provisions of section 171 of the Indian Penal Catiech reads as follows:

“171 H. lllegal payments, in connection with an election: whoever, without the,

general or special, authority in writing of a cadade, incurs or authorises expenses on account
of the holding of any public meeting, or upon amlertisement, circular or publication, or in
any other way whatsoever for the purpose of pramgotr procuring the election of such
candidate, shall be punished with fine which matged to five hundred rupees:

Provided that if any person having incurred anyhsexpenses not exceeding the amount
of ten rupees without authority, obtains within @ewys from the date on which such expenses
were incurred the approval in writing of the carade] he shall be deemed to have incurred such
expenses with the authority of the candidate”.
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Thus, from the above provision of law, it may beeadbthat the expenditure incurred by
the supporters in connection with election of adidate, without the knowledge or consent of
the contesting candidate, is a criminal offenceeurttie above law and persons, supporters,
political parties, body or associations are ligbleprosecution. And if such expenditure has been
incurred, with the knowledge or with the consenttloé candidate, then the same should be

included in the account of election expenses ot#ralidate.

6. In order to put effective curbs on the incurrorgauthorising of expenditure, in violation

of the statutory provisions of the above-referredtisn 171 H of the Indian Penal Code and in
the interests of free and fair electors, the SEéetion Commission, in exercise of its powers
under Article 243 K of the Constitution and Secti®80-A of APPR Act, hereby, directs as

follows:

0] No political party or any other association, bodynalividual, shall put up any cut-outs,
hoardings, wall paintings, flags, banners, buntingdvertisements in newspapers,
electronic media etc., without the general or sgdeanithority (in writing) of the candidate
whose election is sought to be promoted by suctoetd, hoardings, etc., as is statutorily
and mandatorily required under Section 171 H ofltilddan Penal Code. Strict penal
action against those offending the above provisaiiaw will be taken and prosecutions
launched against them

(i) Since elections to Gram Panchayats are corduocin non-party basis, the contesting
candidates or their supporters shall not put up @myouts, hoardings, wall paintings,
banners etc., of the political parties in suppdrtany candidate contesting in Gram
Panchayat elections.

(i)  Subject to clause (iv) below, a political pyaior association or body may put up any cut-

outs, hoarding, etc., referred in para 6 (i) abasepart of its general propaganda, which is a

distinguishable from its election campaign for theomotion the election of a particular

candidate. For example if the poster, banner gjoeals to the voter to vote for a party in words

or picture or photo of party office bearers onlgriht is a case of general publicity. But if a

poster, banner etc. also appeals to vote for acpkt candidate in words or picture or photo

then the cost thereof should be counted towardsxpenditure of that candidate.

(iv)  No political party, contesting candidate, @sation, body or individual shall put up any
cut-outs, hoarding etc., either under clause (iumder clause (iii) above, unless prior written

permission of the concerned Government authoritiedocal authorities like Zilla Praja
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Parishad, Mandal Praja Parishad and Gram Panchagdieen obtained under the relevant local

laws before putting up such cut-outs, hoarding etc.

(v) Before granting any permission as envisagedclause (iv) above, the concerned
Government authorities or the local authorities tioered above shall thoroughly examine the
applications of the parties, association, bodiasdividuals with a view to satisfying themselves
that the putting up of such cut-outs, hoardings ett the proposed site does not compromise the
safety and security of the general public and dussresult in traffic and other hazards in any
manner whatsoever. Such authorities shall also meawhether any authorisation from a
particular candidate is required by the applicantarms of clause (i)&(ii) above and, if so,

whether such authorisation has been obtained bggpkcant.

(vi) It shall be the responsibility of the Governmheauthorities and local authorities

mentioned above to ensure that no cut-outs, hagsdatc., are put up by any political party,

association, body or individual on any highwaysdsides, traffic intersection and crossings,
government buildings and property, like electricapd telephone poles, etc., without prior
written permission of the concerned departmentdcallbody and the written authorisation of the
candidate, where required, as mentioned above. cAtiput,hoardings, etc. which have been put
up without the required permission and authorisatghould be got removed/demolished
forthwith at the cost of the party, associatiorgyor individual responsible for the unauthorised

putting up of the same.

(vii)  Penal action shall also be initiated forthvaigainst such defaulting parties, associations,
bodies or individuals by the aforementioned autiesiunder section 171 H, IPC and section 4
and 5 of “A.P. Prevention of Disfigurement of Opelaces and Prohibition of Obscene and
Objectionable posters and Advertisements Act, 1@@T 28 of 1997)” the provisions whereof

have been violated by the putting up of such uraigéd cut-outs, hoardings etc.

(viii) If any such instances either come, or areught, to the notice of the election expenditure
observer, District Election Authorities, Returnin@fficers or other authorities concerned with
the conduct of elections, including the Police autles, they shall take up forthwith the matter

with the aforementioned authorities for prompt@etas directed in clauses (vi) and (vii) above.

7. The Commission, hereby, warns all concernedahgtviolation of the above directions

will be viewed by the Commission with the utmosagty and most stringent action possible
195



under the law will be taken against the partiespaigtions, bodies or individuals responsible for

such violations.

8. If any Officers is found to have failed to tgk®@mpt and expeditious action as envisaged
above, he will render himself liable to strict dmary action for failure to discharge the

official duty.

9. The State Election Commission directs that tday“to day basis true” account of

expenditure in the proforma | and the periodicastedrt of expenditure in the proforma Il

attached to this Order should be submitted by thetesting candidates to the authorities
designated by the State Election Commission ondduies specified by the State Election

Commission separately.

10. In connection with third ordinary elections Mandal Praja Parishad & Zilla Praja
Parishad and Gram Panchayats in the State the Gsomj herebydesignate the Returning
Officers for the inspection and scrutiny of the d& to day expenditure accountsand the
periodical abstract of expenditure during the @&ctampaign period and issue the following
instructions in this behalf:-

4. The contesting candidates or their agents shalhgube election expenditure accounts
maintained in Proforma-l and Proforma-ll to the igeated officers or officers
nominated by them once in every three days fromdate of publication of list of
contesting candidates.

5. The Returning Officers are authorized to nomindteers to receive the accounts filed
by the candidates and also notify the place athvhied the hour when the candidates or
their election agents can file the election expemdi accounts on the dates indicated.
The nominated officers shall be available on thte dand time indicated above at the
places notified and shall receive and inspect angtigize the accounts submitted by the
candidates and give consolidated report to the rRietgy Officer and to the election
expenditure observer.

6. The election expenditure observers will also uradertinspection and scrutiny of all the
expenditure accounts whenever they feel convemierihe said dates and they may also
summon the expenditure accounts of any candidata the officers nominated by the
Returning Officers.

11.  With a view to minimise the possibility of cesting candidates, their supporters,
political parties, bodies or associations incurrxgpenditure in excess of the ceilings prescribed
by the State Election Commission, it is felt neaegghat the daily returns and the periodical

returns of expenditure should be made transpdrgmhaking them available to the public and

the other contesting candidates, who, can helfEtbetion Commission to effectively check the
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veracity of the returns with actual expenditurengeincurred by the contesting candidates and
their supporters. It is, therefore, decided that designated officers should make photo copies
of these returns available to other contesting iclates, any member of the public or Non-
Governmental Organisation, on demand and on payofergroxing charges or a certified copy
as per Section 76 of the Indian Evidence Act, 1&87@ to the media, free of cost, so as to enable
them to assist the Election Commission in effedyiveiplementing the ceilings imposed on the
expenditure to be incurred by the contesting caatd&lfor various offices. The Commission is
of the considered opinion that this exercise imding transparency in election expenditure will

enhance the purity of elections and help in condbiétee and fair elections.

12.  The final of return of election expenditureluding the abstract shall be submitted by the
contesting candidates to the District Election Auity through the MPDO within 45 days from
the date of declaration of the results of the @ffior which they had contested. The District
Election Authority, shall make these returns publhcl take up follow up action in the manner in
rule 101, 102 and 103 (1) of APPR (Conduct of EbejtRules, 2000.

13. The District Election Authority shall als&kéafollow up action in respect of candidates
who failed to lodge election expenditure accounthiw the time and in the manner required by
or under the APPR Act, 1994, as per the procedwisa&ged in sub rules (2) and (7) of Rule 103
of APPR (Conduct of Election) Rules, 2000.

The election authorities relating to Mandal Pragishad & Zilla Praja Parishad and
Gram Panchayat elections are directed to furnisbpy of these instructions to the contesting

candidates under acknowledgement.

(BY ORDER AND IN THE NAME OF THE STATE ELECTION COM MISSIONER)

Sd/- Dr. G.M.Ramesh Kumar

Secretary
To

All the Collectors and District Election Authorisie

All the Chief Executive Officers of Zilla Praja f&had with the directions to transmit these
instructions to all Returning officers in thdistrict.

All the District Panchayat Officers with the direxts to transmit these

instructions to all Returning officers in theistrict.
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Name of the Candidate
Office contested

PROFORMA — |
PROFORMA FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF ACCOUNTS OF ELECTION NGHS

4) Name of the territorial constituency :
Ward Member ( specifydvd Sarpanch /Member, MPTC / ZPTC

Name of the GP/ Mandal Praja Parishad / ZillajePParishad 5) Date of Election
Date of Name of | Amount of Expenditure| Date of | Name & | Serial No.| Serial No. of| Name & Remarks

expenditure| Expenditure payment | address | of voucher| bill in case of| address of
: . of payee | in case of| an amount person to

Paid Outstanding amount | outstanding| whom the

paid amount

outstanding

is payable

1) 2 3) 4) 5) (6) () (8) 9) (10)

N.B: It is not necessary to give the particulars (tame and address of payee) in regard to expenddauvehich vouchers are

not required to be obtained.
Signature of the

Candidate / Election Agent

Certified that this is a true copy of the accousptioy me / my Election Agent
Signature of the

Contesting Candidate

(FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY)

(Acknowledgement)
The account of election expenses of................. (Candidmom................ (Constituency) result of which decldre
ON.eueiiiiiii i filed by him / or on his behalf by..................ccc.. has been received by me today,
the............... (date)............. (month)..............oeee. (year)

Returning Officer
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PROFORMA - I

ABSTRACT OF ELECTION EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT

1) Name of the Candidate :
2) Office contested: Ward Member ( specify war83fpanch /Member, MPTC / ZPTC

3) Name of the GP/Mandal Praja Parishad / Zillaj@Parishad
4) Name of the territorial constituency

5. Date efckbn

6. Expenditure as on

/Final

return.

Expenditure incurred by

Total Expenditure

S. Expenditure incurred or| Expenditure by Political
No authorised by candidate or party/parties for his
Item of Expenditure his election agent promoting his candidaturesupporters,(individuals/bog
y/associations etc.)
Paid Committed Paid Committed Paid Committed Paid Committed
but not paid but not paid but not paid but not paid
1. | 2. 3. 4. 5. 6.
1. | Expenditure on Printing
of election Campaign
material
2. | Expenditure on pasting
of posters and
distribution of handbills.
3. | Expenditure on
hoardings, Wall
writings, cutouts etc.
4. | Expenditure on

advertisements in
print & electronic
media by candidates
agents & supporters

for campaign
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Expenditure on
propaganda for
public meetings &
for all arrangements
for public meetings

Hiring charges for
campaign office &
office establishment

Hiring charges for
vehicles, cost of
petrol, oil, lubrication
charges etc. for
vehicle use

Hiring charges of
loud-speakers

Expenditure on
production & use of
audio & video
Cassettes, films
slides etc.

10.

Expenditure on gate!
arches & visits of
VIPs and Party

leaders for campaigr

11.

Expenditure on
refreshments given t
supporters, polling
agents, counting
agents and to those
for doing house to

house campaign
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12.

Travel expenses by
candidate or his
agent or supporters
etc. authorised by
him.

13.

Expenditure on
rallies, etc. organise(
by the candidate.

14.

Expenditure incurred
by other individuals,
body, association
supporters etc.,
towards election
campaigns

15.

Value of the
publicity material
supplied by political
party / parties to the
candidate.

16.

Misc. expenses not
covered in above
items.

Total :
Declaration:
Certified that the particulars given above are &nd correct to the best of my knowledge.
Signature of contesting candidate
N.B:

The account shall be countersigned by the candidaté it is lodged by his election agent and shoulbde certified by the

candidate to be correct copy of the account kept.
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